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ELEANUR COUK THOMAS

Eleanor Uoock Thomas was born November 3, 1909, in Cedar
Rapids, the daughter of Robert Sutherland Cook and Fawn Hamilton
Cook. In this history, HMrs. Thomas discusses her ancestry,
which includes many names familiar to Cedar Rapids history and
development. She provides [first=hand knowledge of the origin of
Childrens Theater and gilves insight into early Communiby
lheater, especially the efforts it took to produce a show--
often drawing on her degree earned in Theater-- a major in
technical work and a minor in acting. We learn of her special
Friendship with Brucemore cousins as well as Grant Wood. We

also learn of neighborheood life, toys, and homes in the early

1900s.



Eleanor Thomas

INTERVIEW TOPICS
CEDAR RAPIDS: THE EARLY DECADES OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

I, PERSONAL LEAD-IN QUESTIONS
2k 5_—5—'#11&?& were you born? Whare?
How long have you llved in Cedar Rapids?
6,9-10,12-What are your parents' names?
1-3,53,5k8,56-57--Where did you 2o to school?
&6 kmf --Are you married or single?
-=Did you ralise a family? How big?
--What has been your occupation (career) during your adult

years?

I1. COMMUNITY TOPICS

Ay Technology in the Commumilty
l. Transportation
9 --Railway travel (Union Station, trips to Jowa
City on Crandic)
==Trolleys {(the Interurban)
16,69,50 --Horses and First Automobiles
--Hud roads and the seedling mile
--Hunter Airport and the first planes
1B —-Cedar River (ferries, floods, dams )

2, Communications
85 —-Yewspapers
--Radios
~-Advertising
15 ==Telephanes

B. People in the Community
l. Amusements/Recreation
=-Maotion Pictures
2l =—Cedar Rapids Parks
kb 55 94 ==Dances
==Carnival Weel
-=-Chautaoqua

56-62 .63 ~~Community Theater Majestic Theatre—-4L9, 50
-=Little Gallery Children's Theatre--£3 64 66-T0,T2

--Bymphony Orchestra Junior Leagus's Children's Theatre--65-66,68-
16 -=Circus
b7 ,bB-b8 ~-Greene's Opera House
-—-Amusement Parks (Alamo)
==CaAmps
18,19.58-60,61 --Community Centers (YWCA, YMCA)
=g, R.Country Club
2. Famwous Characters
e ~=Cherry Sisters
53=56,61 ~~Crant Wood
48,50=-51,62 ==Carl Van Vechten {The Tattaooed Countess)
==Marvin Cone




3. Lifestyle 16,31-313
T4 --Life before air conditioning
15 ==Winter Activities
30=-31 --Holidays (Memorial Day, July &, Thanksgiving,
Christmas)
11,35 --Clothing
16,34,37-38-Toys
-=-Saloong/Taverns
--Farm Life
13,14-15,17,19=-22,39,k0,55-56--Homea and schools
4. Family Life
30--Household Help
--Women's Roles
3,33-3k,b0-55--Childrens' Activities/Behavior
23-2h--Sunday activities (Church life, Sunday Blue
Laws}
23-28--Churches
5. Ethnic/Minority Life
==Immigrants {(Czech, Greek, German, etc.)
==Indians
-=hegregation of Blacks
--Jobs Available

C. ﬂrgﬂnlaﬂtlﬂns and Institutions in the Community
Education
1-2,36-38,53,58, 53 65,66, __Cedar Rapids Schools
68,T8,BB --Coe College
==Maount Mercy College
T8 --Cornell Ceollege

2. Government
16 --City Services
1B-19 __Streets/Roads
—--Relationship with Marion (Courthouse Dispute)

3. Medical
—-Hospitals
--Patient-Doctor Relationship
=-Broken Bones
-=Folio, TB, Debilitating Diseases
==House Calls
==llome Delivery of Babies

4, Chamber of Commersa--T3
Junior League-- H8-A9



4, Business and Economy
==Local Factories (Douplas Starch Works, Quaker
Dats, etc.)
==Local Brewing Companies
g --Retail Businesses /Department Stores
==Professions
B,75,83 __Banking and Finance
-=Restaurants (Greek Restaurants in 30's)
B,10,11,20,22,76, Musinesses that no longer exist {old
groceries, drygoods, icehouses)
—-Farmers Market
--Mills on Cedar River
10-——Buildings Erected
~-Manual Labor/Types aof Johbs
==Companies {Labor Unions, Strikes, Pay)
T2-TH-——Roosevelt Hotel
5. Attitudes/Values
31,33=-=-Children/Discipline
51--5ex/Petting
--Charity
-—Divarce
——Work
--Working women, Veotinpg Rights for Women
--Patriotism {(World War I)

D, Historic Events in and Qutside the Community
1, Catastrephic Events
——Clifton Hotel Fire (19033
b9 --Douglas Starch Works Explosion(191%9)
f2-B6 --Bank Closings (1933)
==Lyman-5tark Building Collapse{l1913}
==Public Library Murder{192]1)

2. Natienal Histariec Events
-=-Womens' Suffrage
-=Horld War 1
--Roaring 20's
78,79-82 ~=Prohibition
64,73,7h ,88 ==Creat Depression
A—-Civil War
Q-—War of 1R12
B-—-Spanish War
Q--Revolutionary War
TB-—WWII
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Thomps:

Fra. Thonee, would you glve your full name and when you wers borm
ond whoare you were born?

Iy neme is Elssnor Dook Thomas. I was borm on Hovember 3, 1009
in £ 11ttle red Drlck houss in Codar Bapids, on 10th 3treei,
betwsen First and A Avenue on the alley.

How lomg have you llwved 1n Cedar Rapids? Were there, for instence,
years when you lived out of the communlty?

Tas, I went away to school at 14 to St. Ketherine's, which is the
echool thaet my nother went 4o, and ber cousins before her in ths
80's (1880'=s). It was mun by the sisters of 5t. Nary, which was
&n Splscopal order. They had the same superior running the school
that wes thers when my mother was there.

That's tradition. 5o that was sbout the mid 20's, 1925 or sof

I went in 1924, in February. I trensfsrred from Helinley at that
time to go 1o WeEshingion High School, which was the dirtiest opleace
I was ever in. He were not orlented at all to ocur classes, to0ld
whers: they were or what we were supposed to be dolng or anything,
I was at a complete loss; and we were =0 full that we hed to go

at 7:30 in the mornins and we were out ot 10:00,
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That's Tight, they 4did split the days then, didn't they7

Ch, 1t w=a terrible! There wes nothing to do, you knew. lN=ybe
wa got out snd we'd wender around town amd go to the movie or
something: go home and spend the day. I didn't know what we were
suppesed to atudy., It was really bad.

S0 your mom decided that this was a better slternstive?

That's right. My family Telt that I was getilng no plaes =md I
better go away to school, end I loved 5t. Ketherins's, I was on
= hzlf-yesr, which is pert of the problem. You see, we went to
Meitinlay Tight after it had opened anmd I wes the sscond class in
there; the first clase opensed thet fall, Harbers Dixon was in
that elaes, and 211 that group, and I came in in Japuary along
with s split group: 3111 Ellwood end some of the rest of ue. 3o
we were there on that. 5o when we went, we had to go down thers
and it was Just Jemmed, the place was Just Jemmed full. 4And It
wes =0 dirty.

Thet wze still the ¢ldi WashingtonT

Gh yes. The floors were oiled and you got it =11 over your shoes
and your clothes; end you didn't know where your classes were.
There wesn't amybody to help you, there was nothing. S5o I wes
very glad to get out of there, guite frankly.

How many years were you at 5t. Katherlne's?

A year end & helf.

And then you were back in Cedar Rapids?

He. I went right to Hexy Lyem in Swerthmors. My family went down
and they lgoked over =11 the schools im the East, and they decided

that th=t would ha tha best onge for me. I had cprarsntly started
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acting at @n eerly sge, and they had used me 28 4 lead in = play
at 5t. Hatherlne's end I had dome some work there. They wantad
a sghool that wme oriented towerd the theatrse, which Eery Lyon
weg. I went thers and gredusted im 1927, thea 1 went to the
Junior eollege for one yesr to do 2 lot more work in the theatre,
And it wes sueh 8 zoodl course that when I went to Cornegis Tech,
all they could do was repeat that--ths firet yesr &nd the theatrye
wore thet I hed deme. Subk anyway, it worked out,

D% 80 when did you come back to Cedar Rapids to 1ive?

Thomas: I came bacgk in 1932,

s 159317

Thomzs: Yes. And I went right down =t Iows Clty that summer and took some
more work and started in the theatrs down there. That was the
¥YeEr When . . » I'11 come back to it==tread the sreen eross=-=tut
that was an interesting yesr becsuse 1t wos Faul Greene and &
masdicizn with him who had written =n originsl play which was for
movies, =nd music, end seting, end all kinds of different things.
of course, they didn't hawe the cameras besczuse they couldin't do
it the way it was wrltten. But I held bock on thet show. de hed
to work wlith Ilemar Stringfleld who was ths composer snd we would
work 211 night doing ssgues between the music and the speaking
end £11 this kind of thing. It was 8 texrific job and I just
loved it.

ID: When you were living in Ceder Roplds during that time . . .

Thomess I had lived dewn on old Berkley in Tows City, which w=s on one
comer end the Mathodist Church wes right scross the streat and

the convent sndi the school were risht down thersa. I used to
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complein sbout the belle wingings st St. Apgeles et gix o'elock
whoen you'd been up £11 night in the theatrs. {l=ughtexr)

I wee not casy Iiving thara?

Ho, I lived down thers st old Berkley znd we had rzts down there,
end ecockroaches. And I'd never met up with sither cne of them
while I was at . ; . oh, God, 1t wes such & place,

It wes & reel Iearning snd srowing experience?

Those were the days when we went down thers end we drank besr,

but we had to go down to & place next door to Smitiy'e to buy

the rlehohol to spike the besr. You see you coulin't get ite=
nothing wes open at night and you had to heve something to hold
you, you see, while you worked mll night.

Sure,; to help you.

Yes. Go we got lnto the habit of drinking beer amd alchohol which
woes = good foundetion for my later problem.

aell, I want to coms begk to your commmnity and into your thestre
experlence but just for the beginming of blogrephical backsround
you were out of the community sgein when you married?

That's right, yea. I was very agtive, T marrled Stan Mullholland;
I hed met him wp in Hochester but I Fmew sbout him becsuse I had
been out to visit my cotisin Berbars Surke, was har nane--Berbars
Uougles Burke. We hed gone up to Sents Berbers for = weekend =md
he was supposed to be thers beecause che was plamning to play twa
#isnos with him because they both hed the zsme teacher. S0 I knew
2ll about him bafore I ever met hin. But it happened that we
haprened to sit down together ot a table at Weber apd Judds in

Rogheetex snd wo started telking and we found we had all these
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contzots and svervthing., I think it wes kind of love =t first
elzht or somethling.

ind that wea the beginning. How long efter that Were you merried?
Oh, we wore married that summer,

Thet sunmar?

Tes.

And wou Just moved cut o the west cosst then®

Yes.

How many yesra ware you out thereT

Hall, we were there off and on. It was savarsl yesrs he had to
oomne baol: for surgery, to Hochester vhers he had cone from. And
then we went Dack there to live for a yeor while he retreined,

He was an ear; hose . . .

To Rochester, Wew Yoxrk?

flo. Hionesote, Mayo Climie

The ¥eyo Cliniey

Thet's right. &nd he wes 2 good friepd of=-especislly of Joe Mayo,
tut Chuck as well., He knew everybody Decause he hed Deen relsed
there, you pee. §He wae boest-town =nd gowm, you might s=y,

Right.,

50 he had & long background, he'd had & lot of surgery—he wWes
not 2 well man, And he died in 1945.

At thet point did you come beck to (edar R=pide to live?

I hed been coming beck smywey beceuss he wee 2 zick man, it ween't
working out. S0 I sterted my==I went to busines:z colleze ons
ginnar o then I gtorded the norse adde training.

End yon heve lived here since thenT
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o, I was rersrrised zzsin ip 1951 and we went to live in

Chicege, whers oy husban’ tatight 2t Mein Tovmshio Hizh Schioal.

Je went out to Ferk Ridge Fflrst and he tought 2t the high school
end then thet didn't work ocut there so we went apd lived downtown.
ind then we took some courses from an old friend of hils that hed
been 2--the two of them hed worked at the community theetre at
Grend Repide and they hed done "3tock" together over in Detroit.
find your sepcond husband was Thomes? DwightT

Yes, Dyight Thomas. He'd gone to Carneglie Tech for & while where
I w5, btut he ween'yv there for very long &nd then he went on to
New York to atert oui. He came from the ferm, near Rozeville and
ovar in Illineis. His femily were fermere but he had £ bent for
the theatre and he waz ywery sood-=he was pervelous. lie tredned &
1ot of ameteurs end Lo wes very good. He ves over a2t Des [olnes
elso, end trelned up one of the girls who came over here later
and, egein interested in the children's thestrs, Bhe 12id the
foundztions for the present children's thesizre.

So did you meat him &t a theatra¥

Wall, I met hin at schosl, 2t Cornegie Tech.

So you head Imown hin for 2 long tine?

Well, yes, I had koown him sinecs 1932,

Thet sivas us =n ovarview, then, of where you were snd whan. I'm
golnz o 2o back Just a moment and oek you to zive us your father
gnd mother's nexes and 2 ocomment on the nurbar of penerations
thet your family hss been in this conmunity.

by father's nama wes Robert Sutherl=pd Cook spd his fethner w=s

Joseph Sutherland Coolk who came to Cedar Rapids in about 1833 or 1856.



It wdz Joseph Sutherland's brother, .T. Z. Cook, who came

here first. 1 think his brother must have come out and

explered first and decided what they were going to do, anyway,

T. Z. 3¢t up the original store. It was a general store. They
had come from Jamestown, Wew York, where they had been partners

in a woolen mill==1 don't know about T. Z. but whatever it was--
my grandfather was. He sold out his partnership and shipped it
down by river to Pittsburgh, down the Chio and up the Mizsissippi
gond up--L don't know whether it was Iowa but they did also come up
tha Cedar River. And they started a general store, &nd they handled
everything. They handled food, they handled groceries, they im-
ported all their own tea and coffee. They wsed to say thev brought
the sand bura up in the coffee bags from Few Orleams. (Laughter)
But anyway they did that=-my grandfather having had a woolen mill,
he was immediatedly imterested in the Amanas. He became great
friends with the people down there bacause, of course, that waa
the same business that he had been in. 5o he carried a lot of
Amana woolens down there in his store, and that eventually turned
into J. 8. Cook and Company, which was a dry geods. He had his
brother also, they had hardware and things, so they had Cook and
Lawrence Company founded. This turned into a hardware and glass,
and china——-they imported all their own Haviland China and their
glass from Euwrope. On the backs of the platea, it was put Cook
and Lawrence amd T had a coffee set with that on. A great deal
of the ching=--my grandmother had a new china set practically
every year, which was kind of fun.

Then the other thing it turned in--he made a partnership with



Mr. P. C. Frick and so that was Cook and Frick which eventually
turned into Frick and Eaupke which were a wholesale food, hardware
and dry goods, Those were the three compenies in which my grand-
father was associated.

LD: S0 your family has been in this community for a long time. Almost
since the beginning of Cedar Rapids as a community?

Thomas: Yes. And this Cook was also one of the original incorporators of the
Merchents Mational Bank, the 5. Cook name is on there in the original
group--Mr. Frick and some others. But he was also in on a lot of
other things that were going on. You knov, they had the gas company
and the light company and things.

LD: &3 they developed, he was a part of that?

Thomas: He was a part. Hies brother wes wery popular and was in==he got his
oW company op to go to war. ALl that's left of that is the T. Z. Cook
auxiliary or something that the women had. His name=--Z. was ut into
his name--it was simply a letter for Tom Cook because there another
Thomas Cook some place in his 1ife that hed a very bad credit record.
It was always getting them mixed wp. So he put the Z. inm so there
would be no question. He was a wvery popular and delightful man. His
son looked exactly like my father, they were almost twins. 1 saw
them at my grandsother's fumeral and he was a lovely mam.

LIx: I'm wondering, was it World War I that he got his company up for, then?

Thomas: Mo, it was the War Between the States.

Lb: The Civil War?

Thomes: Yes, he was in the Civil War. And my uncle Will Dows was in the
other war. Our family decter, that was the Cuba thing--Spanish

American. But, you see, we have a long history because Joseph
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2nd T. Z. Cook's father wes & surgeon in the larx of 1812.

Iou go wey beck?

Teg, and then of course before that his fether who had come ower
from Ireland end owmed lsnd up In—he had gene inte the dry soods
business, too, but he hed 2 farm up In Hew Bngland. He had i
fight the Indians == well as in the wer. e howe his recomi, also,
Trom the Hevolutlionary Jax.

It's wonderful to heve thet much specific knowledgs of your back=
groaurd..

Ohs . yees

shat sbout on your mother's side? COn that side you're xelatsd to
the Dows LamilsT

fo, no. Dows is my father's sister, Mergeret, she married Colonsl
Dows.

Dkay.

He had four sisters, all old encugh to be his mather; one was
lgrgaret, that merried Colomel Dows; one was E11z that merrled
Edwerd Hemilerson 3Smith, he was the son of the first wife of Dr.
Smith. Dz, Smith reperried and had another son which is Issse B.,
Who became the president of the 1light company; my father hed worked
for the light company as well. He haed aven gone out snd worked

oni the reilroad., He hed helped to build, in his youth, the Intar-
Urbon 1lme out to Mt. Vernon end Iisbon. I think he worked on
the ane to Iows City, and I know he worked on the railrosd out in
Buffele, Wyoming,

You mean sctuslly went out end worked on the lina?

Uh yea, sure. You know, those boye go out and work in the summer
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and he was one of those thet did thet. He was guite a good athlete.
We got sidetracked.

Yes, 1'm sorry.

What was your mother's name?

Her pame was Fawn Hamilton Cool.

How much can wou tell ua about that part of the family?

A11 too much, I'm afraid. (Laughter) Her father was John T. Hamilton,
one of four brothers and a sister. They came over From Geneses,
Illincis; they had come out from western Pennsylvania,. They were
Scoteh Irish with some good old Pennsylvania Dutech in there. One of
our ancestor's nesmes was Hennah Schroteh, and slso that name appesrs
in Eleanor Taylor's family here in Cedar Rapids. 5o we have a

common ancestor. OF course, her name was Taylor; I don't know where
it all came in but oddly emough, we were related. Thess four bro=
thers all came to Cedar Rapids and bought farms. One of them up near
Coggon was the father of Wallace Hamilton. Thees of them wers out on
farma==their farms weps: on 3 Highway poing .west. Anyway, my grand=
father started out by selling McCormick Reapers. He and his
bkrothers all went into business together. They met every Sunday
with the entire families=--children, grandchildren, and everybody--
and had Sunday dinner. They saw each other everyday and they
vorked together very <losely, they were very fond of each other.
And they were an unusual group of businessmen. The building
downtown that they built, which is beyond Smulekoff®s, iz a very
handsome old brick building. From the west side, you used to be
able to see Hemilton Brothers and Company still painted om there.
They had Mimm's and some restaurants and other things im

thare, but it's & handsome=looEing old red brick building. And
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then they mowved later and had Harilton Seed up on where 13th Street
goes up to (enter Point Hosd. That was a thriving tusiness; they
hed ool and things Tike that. But my grendfether alweys had

other buzinesses o5 well.

He also went to Congress. His son Jimmy--that wes my moiher's
breothsr, Jepea ., Jones Everatt--zlco wos In iwmepalls, he wms.

e hawe o pleturs of Janes in chiz dmmepalis wndform and mother,

whio 45 zomawhzt of = toddler bheecuse theres is 10 ypars difference,
and Grandmother end Grsmdfathar visiting Jashington's Tomb., A1l
this long dresses and gavmente, you know, and litile auffs,

So your grandfather was in CongressT Do you romenbar when thet
would have been?

Wall, it wes 1888 or 1889.

Houss of Hepresentatlves’

Yes, he was in the House of Eepresentatives. It was Cleveland or
something 1ilke thet., I don't know, my srendfather was 4 Democrat,
He lived on I Street =nd I Jmow I was itaken to see, when I wes very
youns, we went to Jashington to see the old house on I Street where
they hed lived,

ihere they lived?

Yeg, af courze thet's ell zone now.

You elso heve connectlons with the Douglss family because I know
¥you sxe = ¢ousin of that Family,

Thet's kind of conplicated,

mind of conpliested?

well, it'sz not that complicated,. But Irene Jouglsa--who ia the

pother of Fapgeret Hall, Ellen Williemeon, end Berbers Douglss
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Burke Dixon-—Irems snd ny fether were first cousina, Their mothars
were aisters. Does that help any?

IO} Thet's not complicated st 2l1. As long sa you Jmow how to ssy ell
that as wall as you do.

Thonsss Also, the Tathers thed thay narried-=it seens thet cousin Irensts
Fathar, that was my father's sunt Ella Hpceltine. Dr. Haseltine,
who was her huebond,. hed e brother who wes the mother of Feuwls
Bereltine Hemilton thet mexried my mother's brother, James E.
Hamiltom,

Tds 3o wou heve B conneotlon thet wey es wall,

Thon=st - Tés; S50 we're couslns ell the wey aroumd. And 211 related, =11
of us--Herbvera DNougles Dixon, snd John T. Hemilton II, and 1, of
course, my brothera end alsters--sre sl1l cousins, firet cousine
znd sacoml cousins. It's Kind of lotersstling.

[dks How meny brothers end slsters 4o you heve?

Tnomzs: [ellisz, who died, who wes bomm in 1911; Doris, barmm in 191E,
who is merried to Bi11 Ellwood, I went to schosl with him, he's
e 1ittls bit younser, Jnd then sy Brother, Sutherlend Coak--
Blm name ie 2lss Hobert Sutherlsnd Cook., Dur predt prandfother
weEs fobart Cook, you see-—apd Jossph Sutherland, So they carried
the nomes end esch peneration gocs Hobert, Sutherlend, Hobart,
Butherlendy sxeept I think Mob le esliing his son Rob.

1oy I belisve ke is,

Thomea: But that neme gose baok = long wey, way way back,

b 03 you grow up in the houss you were borm in?

Thomza: Ho, 1t wes foo smell, When ny eieter H=llisee wes bomn they had

o mat her on the pians becouse there wasn'™t any ethar place.
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1 c=n remenber cerwling up the stairs An that house 2e = behy.

we qust heve moved oubt of there even heforw she wos & yesr gld.
And we nowed to 1601 Pirst svenue, which 1s still gtanding. TIt's
a groy obicco house, =hd it was a viery nice, comfortable--

roomy. It hed cenent floors which was Just srest becsusa ¥you couls
mop un alter the kide. Only 1t was = red corent floor, ond opa
dey mother went out end she ceme back with funt E1ls Spith and
samt Fergaret Uows, ae hed oponed up &1l the mllsm and thrown
21l the . . . we bad hod = pdllow Fight end all the feathers were

=1l over the placa. The enly wey fo gzet then up was to got great

blg dishoens full of water emd met thedr hamdp in the water and
BEOOD U the feathers, you mee, oni take them aff, 211 4he dye
gme off of the floor from the red cement =11 aver everybody, &nd
they had mink festhsro. { Lauzhter |

I'13 Bet you were in somo beaubio Tae thef?

I don't doubt it because with four of us 2t VEIOUS =ges, we gob
into sverything! Thers wesn't enything that we didn't da,

Did you geow un in thet hotse, thent

Tes, we grew up in that house unkil there ws= = five. That houss
had been hudlt By BHike Ford who bullt the houss ot the comear of
Third Avenue, where linden Driwve im, It's = great biz stone house
with thoze grest bls yellow and red, snd you know, browvn stones.
~nywe), he bullt the house, or he owmed the house =t least, But
e did this wepedisr work when they took the chimey ocut endd they
Just hed the firenlases dovmstalrs. They took it out upstairs, but
he only put lath epd plaster ceress 3t. It wes & vary oold winter,
the winter my sister wes Domm--in 1912. The fumsce over-heated
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and psugzht the leth on fire, and we welensd up in the middls of
af the night tnl one of my sistars was near the door &nd I was
near the edege. o had out & couch in front of vhere the old five-
wloee wes end my other sistar Dords, who hed juet bean born,

w=t In 2 Dbessinet. Bhe oried and my nmother ceme unsteirs--they
were 21l gpoing to midmlight mess st Gracs Chiuxeh, She sald thai's
a finy ory, and her frlend ssid, oh well don't worry, the beby'm
a1l Tight, Hother s=id, I never he=xl her cxry thet way beioxe.
sent up and opered the door end the whole well wes din flames!

I Oh, for heaven'e sshe!

Thonsn; i my sister Dery in her bassinet wos choking fo death, so she
got her out. Then she got my sister--we were both in bress eribo
with sldes thet you had to let dowm s0 we couldn't get out=-she
took my sister out, Kelliss, who wes pext to the youngest. Jhe
mt her on the top of the stair= and then she got me. Ky bed-
alothes were 511 on fire. I'll never Torget it.

Then I wes the last one out. 3She geve ue a push and then yelled
fira. 0Of comrse, there were polished risars In thome deys, we didn's
h=we carmet un the steirs., Thay were vory, very shallow =m0 that

ghe: pould push uzs down and 1t woulin®*t bart. A of gourse there

wae £ l=nddinz, end by that tlme they could gons =od get us =t the
lamilng. CGhe yellad firse— aod they came up, and, of course,

what have wou got to -- you don't have any pails sitting

upstairs, only the pottys they used.

LD; ¥ou bet, anvthing that was wet, right]

Thomas: Yes, from under the bed. Of course, they called the fire department.
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I renetiber golng dowmsidirs pnd the five depariment cering in.

Al here were ell of mother's frlends. I Imow the Winslows were
there, and & whole lot of other peonls that--ths Jordan's and =o
on thet we Imew, Andy Hillmen and Chorley =nd othexs,

de ware tzken down to my grandmother Cook whoe lived st 720 Firci
dvenue, See the Dows hed oudlt on the cornear 2wl then the Shévers
were next and then my grandmother Cook. And so we went srent the
nmight dowm there.

wnet kappened to the house, wes it & totel logs?

Fo, 1t ween't 5 total loee. Thay got it =11 Firxed upn end we moved
back iny replestored end everything., The demege wis to the room,
It was owned by the benk, Herchent's Netlonsl Benbt, 2t thet $ime
whalch wan why we were living there. /nd 1t wea nlee. Abbey fbbot
Iived wight scrose the allay faeing Secomd AvVenus.

There were & 1ot of Interesting housas around fhers thei hod basn
built by Fajor Hemilton, thet wes Dr. John Hemllton's fother--ilenry
Hamllten thet wos hie som who wee s2lao & dogtoz. It wes hie wife
thet just died lately.

HE you heve = telsthons im your home thet you opllaed ike Fire
deportonnt with?

Yes,

So phones were sulte cuwreent?

It wes IDIZ,

Toey mast have come rathar quickly?

A8 T remember, I can't renember when we dldn't heve 2 telerhone,

I think we £lwsys J3d, snd our nunber was 26096, Then we moved out

to the houpe on Creccent Strest, why we hed thet punber for yesrs



=1E6=

until they finslly chinged the Sifferent nurbers srounc.,

[y Then things got reel complicsted, with nusbers now. You were
Just theee veers old Dut I'n stoee this waes guite an experience.

Do you remember, ‘wes the fire truck--it wouldin't hove been =
fruck-=ttza it pulled by horses?

Thomes: T wes not owere ot thot time. I'm sure it muet heve besen milled by
horses because there wes an awful lot: of hores etuff geoing on.
ceople would ceome up o the housg=-sll tha Zea was delivered thet
WEY .
jrd wa hed &n ice box; and of couree, & lot of vegetables and
thinge--people would come hawking the vegetsbles =pd wa'd mpo ouk
png take a leook. Somstimes it was bekery, sonetises it was othex
things.

I know that both the Douglos® and the--Colonel Hobins—-the ehildren
ell hied pony cexrts, you know that went down the street.

LDz I've saan mictures,

Thomes: They're wonderful. UWe got to ride in them periocdically.

LDy aell thet kind of works right inte oy next questlion which w=s,
whet wee the nelghborhood 1ike where you were growing up? You'wve
mentioned some of the Tamilies that were theze. This was = nelghbor-
hood thet I em presuming et thet tine, was on the edge of towm,
ween't 11T I mean the city didn't mo & lot further out there.

Thomes: 4ell, =t 10th Street, where we first lived you see--then we moved
o 16th Street. They used o have the circus over on Third Avenus,
I don't remember particulsrly--I memember wvogusly golng there. But
then, of course, they put ln & fountain you know end things wers

growing. Soma of thoss houses were gulte old at that tims,
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Ly Ihet were cloger down towaxd townT

Thomesy Yes. 2ut it wes v nice nelghborhood. There were still besmutiful
housas==211 Bogond Awvenue from Tumer's and up--were 21l these
megnificent ol houses, FartioulszrIy below Tumer's, there wes
cuite 2 high bll1le-which therse's been = lot of it cut dowm now--
prdl there wers gyent stone walls 211 along end steéeps zoing up ths
gtone walls end then there'd be 4 piecs of lawn and more steps
going up, #ind the housea, they £11 hod versndes apd things 1ike
thet, end beentiful swindows coming clear dowm to the floor. You
soe, thoze were out of the sixiies,

T Thoge were, then, the flrvst families, reslly, of Cedar Repide?

Thomas; 4 lot of them., T remember being, especially, in one house that
the busbanc wee one of the vestrymen over at Crace Church. His
wife hed 2 besutiful vodice, she wes & frienmd of my mother'e. I
took some lessons from her, not et thet time but l=ter.

The house that the Cocks hesd was om First Avenue sbove the tzscks.
By grendfathar had 1ived there. It was high up, slmost whers the
visduct wag. I can remanbsr the house being up there =nd being
told thet thet wes the house, but I never was in it. But it wes

2 besutiful house with windows elsar down 4o the £floor and &
verends ¢nd 4that kind of thing,

Dy Were they twdnsrlly brick homes, those homas?

Thomes: Yes, alsest 211 of them were. I remomber that house s==, But you
g, his fether told him thet where {h= woiliozd enne through wes
an s of the slough. Thare hes z2lweys been whet you czll the
Fourtn Street froblea. You XZnow the teocks, and it wes slweys

lumpe znd bumpy, This wes all an azm of the slough., It came through
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there. Thers wes & big high hill, you sse, thet cone dowm and
then you hed 0 cross over the slouph for Flrst Avenue snd stuff.
They kert trring to £111 1% 4n and it would geo dowm. Thers Was &
bog undemesth there, it wes muming weter. There was running water
in =211 theee hills, and owickesnd wnder a1l of thet lemd. That's
why they hed =0 much trouble building the Y snd other places thome
because of the mmning weoter. There wes alweys Tomins w=ter in
the besement whon we worked in the thentre in the ¥ begause yom
equld hesr 1t, zight under thet stege! There wes losds of wier
in the hilla there,

Thet wes en erm of the slough and they hed to heild & wooden wall:
over 1% so thet you could welk dowm First Avenue snd then zo over.
How, the sireet iteelf went down end they hed to £i11 thet in.,
But the wells were Bullt up an! the stores were—you had to walk
uz to the stores.

LDz To go to the stores?

Thomass Yes,

LD Thie wes whan you sere srowing up?

Thomesg No, this wes before, this wes my father's memowy.

P Your fether's memory?

Thomes: Yos, my fetherts memory. I can =emember the old iron hbridze thet
went wenmt morcos First avenus before they did that. I romecber
that very well.

1D But your ded remembers that thare were setuslly raised entrences
then to the storas?

Thomes: Yes. IL ween't £f31led in until later. They hed & ferry, you ses,
=0 that the drop would be e= you see the bridge now, right dowm
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to the weter's edre. ind phare the post office ic=-when it uas
Pipelly £illed in =nd peved, they ot in theses entry woys in-the
zeyenent vhere you conld put in cogl End the goods and stufd 1ike
thrt, Dbeceise they hed had to reise it up.

How there wers waells end then there wers steds goinz up 2nd an lron
reilins oround the top. lowadeyo, people don't understend that
the pliewgelke in Ceder AZspide ave Tert of the Midlding that it
belonze to. Iiks the Recesvali; the sldewslhe—-we did hawve the
cluoe and thinge down unfsrneath that beczuse thet wee 811 owned
tyr thet person.

t wosn't pert of the oity property. And oven the ol1d Fost Offiee
ullding oy the rivey owng clesy out to the sdge, =snd the roons
eng. thinge uwpdernesth there, The firvet ordginal ¥ wees tha s=me
wey on the other side of First Avenmue. 411 of thoss buildings the
sldetwlis coversed, /nd then you went =nd you deliversd goal av
you delivered goods down chutes or elevetors. You Xmow, thay
would pop up =nd the elevator would come up.

So you see, =11 thet wes the way the oity wes 1= out?

Crigin=1y, yes., Wdhet ogther memories do you hawve sbout the way

the peighborhood léoked that vou grew up in?

Well it wes & nice neighborficod. Some of ny mother's friepds

1lved right acrose the strest on the west side. And those houses
thet [ejor Hemilton built; and around the corner we had friends,
the Elys lived in what you call "0ld Town™ now, you see, my father's
gge=-his friends .

The Centeparians,

Yes<-lived on the south =ide of Zecond Avenus In that block between
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Ferk Qourt snd 16th Styeed. 4nd ibhey ibbot Iived behind us=-
e1l niee Deople liwed sll Gp &nd Aown thers. UWo know a1l the
fapilies and 2ll the people all the way dewntown, practically,

en both sidea of the street, and Flrst Avenus, too,

That was a1l your nelghborhood right in there?

Uh, yes. The Beargent girls lived up--oh what wie hie nane, lived
next door. Thars were apartment houses, thers were soms Hobinsons
across the street, some Lefebures. There was another

name there =nd they went down for {usker Oets, dowm to Memphis.
There Wwas an 2rertment building over there snd there was Bommie's
Grocery down whsre we have the Hy Vee. And thers wes e drug
atore.

Thet wee ny next cuestion. das there only the downtown or wers
thers soms stores end shops oul where you were that you could go
to?

Well, yes, they hed nelghborhood stores periodically around. But
it wes not & commerelal, porticularly commerciszl, no. Becsuse
people lived, you see, there were housss and then somebody would
bulld o front on 1ike Feerlies or something 1iks thet down there.
But really, thet big building on the corner which Weawer bousht
for 2 Me-Too end then it turned into what it is now, that wes two
different storesz——Bonnie's Grocery =nd then thers wes = tharmacy
ihere. Thet's where we bought =11 our 1itile chocolate bhabies,
you lmow, cendies, snd 11ttle rats, you know thosze choocolate
cendiss,

Thinge you cen't get anymore?

Ho! OF gourse not, no whips and stuff.
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Ien't that a shame? You also hsd some memorles of the Baver
Terildy, I belisve?
Thet's right, who Iiwved down there=-you see Jimwas my age.
There's Jemes Lorenzo, snd there wes Fauline who 1ived in the
house behlnd Grace Churgh whigh the Feulkesz bought lster. Sut
that wea & Bever house and they had given the land, ss I =said,
far Grege Chizrch,
dren wes older thsn my mother and father but--oh, let's ses, what
ves her nime--ons of them married & Blake anl they had = huge
howse on Flret Awvenue on the commer of 15%th Strest =pd First,
It wee = great, snormous rad brick building that the Cherrys
bought lster. But tha Blakes lived there, #nd Jamie Blake =md
Geprge Sleke and their mother wae = Bever. Jemis eventuslly
merried Colomel Dows' sister, Henrdetts, and then they lived on
the porner of Socond Avenue and 15th Street.
S0 they 2ven got econnseted ta you?t
Uh yes. You sea wa're 211 . . . Wi would vou mErry excatt the
pegole . . .

« that you spent 211 of your time with?
Yes.
The Bever family is &n inieresting onc becauss, of course, Bover
Tark iz such & well-known land mexk now and yet thers sre few of
the Temily, spperently, thot ars really left in Cedsr Rapids,
Bxoapt for e couple of yours . . .
fes, the $wo grandsons ers hers. Well, of coursa, thet wee ope
of the original plat mekers, you see, who czme out hera. And
Hewer bought up & lot of tha land, too,
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He was a real estate kind of fellow, wasn't he?

That's right. Well, what they did was, they divided up the land
among themselves, I mean whoever it was--that Green who came out
here early on. Then they all put money in the pot, vou see, and
they each got so much land. Then they would go out and buy some
more lend. So that actually all af their money came Erom the
land and the investment that they made. That was the quick way
to make money in those days.

And they had the foresight to buy in the right place where Lthe
city would grow?

That's right. And they built houses--the Bevers built houses
all the time. They would build & house, po and live in it, and
then they would sell the house and move ocut while they were build-
ing another one, you see. 5o they always had one to move into,
therefore, the part along Grande Avenue==Elue Roof which is next
to the park--which the Clarks bought, and Barbara lived in that
for awhile, she rented it--Barbara Dixon. Then there's one down
on the cormer, it ism't Garden Drive, it's the next one, the next
house there. They all look==-you can kind of tell a Bever house,
I can't explain it.

They have the same kind of solid look?

Well, wes. Dering certain pericds and types, and things. MNrs.
Bever's house, family house, was on the corner of Second Avenue
and 18th 3treet. It was directly back of the Blake house. That
Eamily's name was Denecke?

Of the Denecke's downtown department storef?

That's right, Denecke. There are several-—-one of them lived
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seross from ua on 16th Street, Geriruwis, Ghe had & deuchier end

I think they went to live out west someplace, But they twers delishi-
ful mople, they were really swfully nics, They were great friends
of my mother's snd they enjoyed themeelvesz & lot, Theiv mother

wea B Gremling, is all I can eay. But that's snother old family,
They were = @otholic family, but Mre. Bever Decame an Episcopalian
In & senese, mnd went 0 Grace Chureh. OFf course he family, port

of ther, lived in the front of it. So Jim was Brought up an
Episcopelisn, =pd the childven were. OFf codrss Jim was ny cantempo-—
rery ol married Auvdrey. Thelr two sons, Tony snd ths other ome,
gy they e both in towm here,

dell thet brings me right up to snother thing I wert 1o esk you
about, =nd thet was Greee Eplsconsd and it's importonce in. that
1ittle meighborhood or thet pext of the commnity where you grew

up. It reelly le o centerpiece, isa't it, of thet?

Wall yes, and they built = megnificent chureh there. Thet was
sterted o long tinme before and saome of the Fostors like Ringold,

snd some of the rest of them ars 21l buried out in the cemetery

in & specizl lot. The men named fvbhur, the Heverend M, Arthur,
on2 of hie children is buried out there. Hi= daughter was Furizl,
who merried & Trewin, Herthe Trewin, Scndy's mother, oleo friends,

Bow thot Trewin femily lived right smoross on Second Avenua=-they

hed = beautlful house--from ny grondnother Hamilton, in that lot.
Thet house has besan moved onto A Avenue betwesn 20th and 15th Street.
Your pen etdll gee the beautiful cul pleas windows in 1t. It wes =
besutiful house.

Do you heve meny memoxles of Orece when you were growing upt
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Ch, ¥as. T went thers from & tiny toddler, oa I menembazr, There
was £ brief pariod of Supdey Oehool out nt S5t. John's, which wes
Juet thet teeny ghepel bert there. Yow could got dbout eight ar
ten peoxle inm 1%, period. Iefore theyr tuilt the chmyeh my grond-
nother HemdItan was very prominent in thed busitess, She wea s
Camedisn end Cenpdiens exe usmslly low chuveh, and Grsoe Chimrch
tirmed them Inte a high church vher ther gotup a

Cetholio minded priesta, the /inglo Ootholic priests dowm thers,
That wes whot I wes brought up in. I went to Sunlay Sechool, of
couras. It wos o mognificent churchy thers wes n hugs undererolt.,
Dovnoteirs wes = thestre snd etuff, and I even did ope of my
chiliren's theztre's thinge dowm there ome time.

18 went dowm thors and we hed elssees: we hed marwelous classes,

I hod learned evorything thet T Imew down there, &nd of coursa,
then =z we grew older, wWhy, We got more interested in gelng up

to church. Bul they hed o custon; of gourse, wa hed Eoly Commnlon.
Thoy'd stert out with sorming prayer first end peonle gouid came
to morning proyer. Then 1f they didn't wani to stey for Commmion,
vhich we gellef less, thon they would leewve, Bt we had & marvel-
ouz choir 1aft, end the altar behind 14 wes Just huss.

Fow this chmreh is no longer hore?

Lo, they hed fo ez that dowm Dbécause the top of it was leaning,
or something 1like that, IL wms o free-standing thing, it was
Bervelously bullt so that theze were no pillars in it =i 811,

you ses.

A grent open spnes, then?

Yos, & marvelous open spees with o grest bipg csnter =inle, =nd
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then they hed some side aisles, snd they hed the most beautiful
stained glass——just enormous thinga. They had one of Rayfield'm
trensfipureations over one one aide, and ope of Sistine Madonz on
the other. All done in glass with 211 the angels and everything.
It wes Jjust bhuge. And then they hed g lovely circle window in the
besk, The Beverd had pot 2 lot of meoney in this church. You
entered from 3ixth Street, and there were two stairs: one to the
front side and one to the beek., 30 you eould go in the baek and
gome down. Then there was a center crose sisle as well.

(yr femily set right on the cross alisls in the fivet pew, all

the EHemiltons.

You had seats?

Oh yes, we hed pews.

And you didn't elt anywhere but in your pew?

That's Tight, you sat in your own femily pew. The Hamiltons: were
& mrominent family so the Hamiltons set there. How ny fether had
been browsht up a Presbyterian, end most of those people went to
the FPresbyterion Church. But Margaret married & Dows and thay
wers £l] Episcopalisns and were brought up in there, and so was
Sud Dows—-they were all brought up in Greee Church. Ny father was
ebout eix yepre older then Sud Dows but they were broughi up to=
gether and pleyed together and they would go down and ring the
bell, you Imow, at the church., (Laughter)

I believe he wrote something obout ringing thet bell.

Oh, ba got cought and everything, you knew, they just had a wonder-
ful time.

ihat heppened to the windows when the church wee torn down?
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Well, they packed them away and I don't kmow if they were put

in a garage back there, and I don't know what happenad. They
took the ones of the Saints, the Virgin Patronesses that were
along under the Sistine Madona--and they vere narrower panels==
and they put those inm the present Grace Church. After thay

took it down they openmed the wall--they built this wall--and
they put in some of those.

Some of them are in

St. Agnes, St. Margarets, 5t. Katherimes, I don't know who allj
But anyway they got three or four of them in there. Thank heaven
beczuse the other glass which was in the chapel was a lot older
but was totslly undistinguished. Im those days it just had

the names of the people underneath it. But of course, when they
could afford that, it's beawtiful . . . I don't kaoow what
happened to them . . .they were really something.

When did that church get torn down, do vou remember? 1'm sure
we can find that somewhere.

Well, it was there during the war because they had a special
altar set up in the back for people to pray for the people that
were gone to war. That was the Baptismal Magnificent Pond. You
in from A Avenue and they had set it wup inside the church.

Zo this was World War I7

World War 1I.

It wae still there during World War I17

Yes, because whenm I was active and working there the place had been
built as an attachment to the original church which i1s the one

that is still there. There were ramps, ¥ou see, that came dewm from
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whera the vwetsients vwers=-ani the robing room end ell that. 4And
the Zundzy Schools were all dowmstedirs., But the wey the church
wake bilt there wes . . .
Tell me =bout the bats. (Lenghter)

Well, amywey, they hod lsid down resns of gusno. How the boys--we
usesd to txy snd shoot the tigeons later en. Dut of course we had
bat trouble; they would gome in, you see, The Dest way was to open
the sliding door betwsen the church and the vestry. &nd they would
stand there with tennis reoquets end beat the beats! That was the
only wey they had of killing themy they were very effective, too.
Yea, thet's still effectlive.

Sunlight they would go to, They'2 kill £11 these bate and they
didn't Inow whet to do with them, so they got the stuff downeteirs
1n the lkitchen for cenning and all that kind of thing. They would
fill up thesa bottles with bete! I Just couldn't believe it, but
that's what they did — and mut thenm in where the vestnents were.
ind people begen discovaring =11 these things with the bets. iell
of coursg it was a neat way to do it beceuss =11 they had to do
was throw them In the garbege, you ses, And that wes one wey of
disposing of them.
But it ot sa bad In the summer——snd especially during the

1970 , you know, the summer of 1936, and so on, when it went

un to 120, (That wes when Zerbers wos morried. )

Un yes, I've heprd obout, that sumnmer,

we'd go down there and go to drily moss or whenever they hed the
masses down thers. And Sunday especlally, they would have to ged

the incense pot relling s=rly before. They would hawve to go through
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thet entlre clmzpeh Decsuse the gusne was & 14ttls heavy, It had

been rotting upetairs for yesrs, amd you couldn't go in the place

untll they hod thopoughly incenssd it 211 out., aAnd you had to do
gt in thers and in the adjoining chapal, which is now the chumch,

B¢ thet Fou could zo there.

5o thet the fropronce wis streng snoush to ocveroome?

Thot use exsctly it =—overcoms the diffigultiss, But that wae s

beeutiful chureh, end they had o wonderful tracher-zetion trgin--

thot ie, when you stepped on the pedels it noved wends which would

g0 up and opon un the tubas, you Imow, to let the =iy through.

And, of courss, in the old dsys they had to have & oonpmessor-with

somebody atending behind it pumping $t.

Punping it7

Than they got the electric mert, you Imow, where it would worl.

Sut they still hed 4o vereir it. Ue hed = wopderful guy over there

who wWes oo orgenlst, cnd he would buy fishing poles and split them

and use them to repeir the treckers.

He had it =11 worked out?

Yas, he wes £ genius. He worksd for the Queker Dots. He wes de=

Hghtful.

D0 you rapsmber whet bhis neme wsafb

th deer me, it wlll come o me. Angywey he wes oulte o remorkable

Dorson. e flse hed midnight messes every yeecr, ond folend

Moehlmann would come down and conduct the masses. HNow that was

about the 1930's or the 1920's, the late 1920's.

Host of your social 1ife muist heve pevolved pround thet church?

fueh of whet you did 25 5 child growing un?
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Thomas: Yes, well, it was very important. And Arthur Poe, who headed the
Quaker Dats at that time, was superintendent of the Sunday School
and the 2enior Vestment. BSo he was always there and Father Campbell,
whe had come there to be the priest, he alsc was the canon be-
caude he grew up in Milwaukee at the Episcopal Cathedral. He wore
a black cassock with red buttons, and seams, and a huge red sash
and all that kind of thing.

LD: Extremely impressive?

Thomas: Oh, yes; and a beret and the whole werks, vou know. But he was
such a loving man, evervbody loved him. He was a Scotsman. He
had been married to a dress designer in New York and his daughter
later worked for the head man at Vogue and Frank Crowninshield of--
what's the other megazine--Vanity Fair. 5She is still writing, by
the way, and she used to come back and wisit. They had gone to a
little church inm Mew York but he decided he wanted to be a priest
and it didn't work out to be married to a fashion designer. He
went to Mashotah House in Wisconain which waa founded by celibate
priests for Anglican-Catholic training for priests.

LIk: You know, speaking of people and their conmections with other
people==it made me think, someone else mentioned in an interview
that Arthur Poe was related to BEdgar Allen Poe.

Thomas: That's right.

LI Is that trua?

Thomas: Yes. Arthur Poe was--what was there, four or five Poe brotherg=-
that went to Princeton and were famous football players--avery
single one of them. And Arthur was ome of them. And they all
wiere reéelated, and his daughter, Ella, went to Baltimore to school

which was where Poe lived, and went to 5t. Timothy school



Thomasi

Thoman:

=30=

thers. Bzceuse of who she le--you imow, she's reelly something
speclal. She's lived in Washington for years and she wes merried
to & fomous lawysr who cams from Tows originally. 4And she headed
up==1 remember when I was down thepe one year she wis rumning the
Hed Dross; sha znd eomebody elee wore rumning tha Red Crose for
snehington. She was 8 womem of . .

Thet femily hea resliy baen en intricste fretor whemavar they heve
15ved,

Thet's right. 5he's rezlly something still; knowm as Dolly Poe.
Well, I'm golhg %o move us elong & blt, but I 414 want to ask yoo
cbout household help in those days. D13 your mother have reaople
who 1ived inf?

Well, we slweye hed whet wos known 25 a hirzed girl. Thet neme
comes down for = long ways. Iy grenimothers--I knew their hired
glrls =nd they grew up fo be gulite famous beceuse one of then
worked for yoors for=-whzt do you e=ll) it--the Bell thst we used
o have.,

The Choxity Bell?

The hexity B=1l; =pd she mede 211 the senpdwichss for yesrs. She
worked ot both of my grendmothers houses,

My grendmother Cock whs & negnificent cook. I've naver esten such
Tood. e got the oysiers ot Thenkssiving time in & berrel, and she
kept it in the summer kitchen in the bock. A1l she did wue Reep
1t wotored dowm, you Imow—uith s=1t water Ani corn meal on ths
top. Thay slwsys I=eted through Christmes,

Whore woull thay coma from?

From the east. They wers shipped in ice, you ssze. All they h=d
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o do wis keep then cold end wetered spd evervihidne, We hed them
o the helf-ghell, we had them in soup, ¥e had them in everything,
de stuffed them in the turkey-~but we slways hed them durlng that
perlad. This wis customery begense thet wee the way thingss wers
dons 1n thosse dayes. This was not the only family thet did that;
but I Inow my grandmother always had them; my Amt Forgaret slweys
hed them==funt Margaret Dows. I don't kmow whem Aunt Ella was
rutming her house==of course, she didn't have any children, you
know. But she always had the best of everything as well and it
was 8 marvelous time to live for eating.

Telx a 1ittle mors about that. What would & typieal holidey dinner
e 1like in your home when you were Srowing up?

well

I'm sura it was l=nid om with eilver and linen snd =211 the treppings.
dell, =silver, as for sg fanilies wme conecerned--everybody had
gilver, and you used it becouse you've got fto uss silver everwmley;
It wes not=-<it won=-an atypical thing=--vou used it everyday.

It wae moutine, we alwsys ste with silver even =zs littls childrsn.
You had to learn to hendle the forks, yes. But we hed & wondarful
thing that locked like = hee, it was called = pusher, But we had
littls tesny silvers for ourselves, you see, you lmow for the
fomily=--snd the younegest one Alwayes got that with ths pusher,

The mushsr? To help you get the focd on tha Tork?

Yes, thet's exzetly why, to got it on the fozk,

That's grest, I think we should use them now!

dgell, yes, I thinl they're just wondexrful. Muaily my Aunt =11s,

when we were treveling cast one time--she took us eest and we hed
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a wonderful time. Anywey, we used fto go down overy summar and
ptey &t Scituate, ox whove aver it wes my fether hazd gone down
ond stoyed before me. Hot Rockport, bui what ever it is.

The Cys alwsys went dowm o Seituate, too, and they're still
golng--teonle ope still going. FHexy Hoche is stlll golng to
Scituate.

iheras is Scituate?

Scituste is on the inner shors before the curve of Cepe Ood. And
1t's not vory far from wheres-we e2llsd them the taleum powderta
children went.

You ges when we first went dosm o Flymouth Rock, the roek wes just
pitiing there.

It was no dig deal?y

Fos well we went and ellmbed 21l over it, you see; And then lstar
when xe come down, why it had = gete sround it end you weren't
gllowsd to olinb on it mny more. But you lmow, you lived well,
«ere mesls quite = . . . whet wes the most important nesl of the
deyT

ve got up on the morning; you had to be et breslkfest. Then we had
hot coresl, ususily catmesl or rollsd wheai, things 1ike that. And
down ot my Crendmother Hemilton's we alweys hed comm me=1 msh
Sund=y night. You know in zn iron pot thet went (bubbling sound)
¥ou Mmow, end the 1ittle things pom 1ike volosnoes.

The bolling

Yez, They drenk Sonks dovm thepe. Hobody had stainless stegl--
thers wes some IAnd of kltchen silver that you hed out or would

teke on Pionies or someihing so you wouldn't loose it., But you
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alwzys ate width siiver; the table was alweys toocerly lsid, Apd

wa almys used tebls €ldths ond loter on mats end things 1ike
thef-—rnloes mets. Dut it wes alweys mroperly done =nd you went
onl sat dovm =t the feblie epd you ate your meal. Thero WS no
getting up—you left tha teble, you Iaft opd you wersn't clilowed
k. So wherever you woht for your fermdlly dimner, you hed o stsy
et the t=ble zni behave epl mit and exnt.

Drassed vary oroDeriy g wmll?

Dreased Troperly as ell, et if you Ieft the tebls, espesislly st
the Hemllton house, you never got beok for dessert or snything clse.
Bo you hod to be well-potiled amd everyvihine before.

It wig on afipde?

You betche, snd you ket the rules. ind of courss vhere there
were ©dg families, the femily wonld elt sround meybe in the dining
roam. ‘There would slway be o toble for the children =nd we hed 4o
bocheve ourselves, too,

Juet ep wellT

Absolutely. Yo throwing of fotd or =nything 1ike that. But when we
got throusgh at oy Grondmother Hamlltem's we would so upstairs =nd
tom the fumdture over snd mele thoge hidy-houses. They had tran-
Bomee un there snd we would throw water over the traneone.

do it wee reelly just et the t=bls that everyihing hed $o be .

Yoo, but ths zest of the tims 1t wes somothing =1==! But you ss=
my Grendnothar didn't ndnd, we wers cut of the woy and there wes
nothing thzi we could harm up thexs, exeert thia ides of throwing
woter through the trensome. Johnny Hamilton was long-legged and he

eould get up thers. You kmow, he would ldde 3in ane room =pd they
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would be in the other——I tell you, it wee just a wonderful house.
That kind of answers my guestion of what you did for fum, I'm
sure that's not the only thing you did for fun; but as voungsters
ETOWLIRZ 8P + &

de hed roller skates, and my cousin Ann Hamiltom, she had two-
wheeler roller skates. Just two-wheslers.

Were they wide wheels?

well, just about the same as the other ones but they were larger
wheels. They were shoe skates, you know, And thess two-wheslers,
I tell you, she gould really whesl.

I bet she could. 5he could get a 1ittle edge on that, couldn't
she?

Yes. It was marvelous because she was the only one that I knew
that had two=-wheslersy the reat of us had the kind that we put on
pur shoes and skate to school with., Ard they had the keys and all
that thing. Hard on the shoes, but we could get there faster.

Uf gourse we had our share of bumps--none of us were really bedly
hurt ever by something. But we had those things, we hed =zled=, we
had everything.

A1l T went to szy about the sleds and things--we used to play,
whet was it, around iIn a2 clrele--goose something or other.

Iuck, duck, goose? They =till pley that one.

I can't remember. We used to do that--we made engels in the snow.
Cur whole front lawn--you see, we had a terrace out there--and so
the anow got plled and we used to try =nd meke igloos and things
liks thet., We had that but we could fly down the hill, you know,
belly=flop.



LDy
Thomas

Lo

Thomae:

Thomas:

Do you have memordes of . . .

And the country club, too.

I wanted to ask you zbout the country club but—of particularly
bad winters or summers when you were growing up that just meally
stood out in your mind? Or air conditioning in the days before--
well you always hed all kinds of heating devices and things.

Yoz, but not cooling.

Neot eoo0ling?

I can remember feeling the cold because we sat-=we were all put
eround in the ball upstalrs, at 1601 First Avenuoe, and we would
come out in the morning and all our clothes--my father would lay
out all our elothes the night before, everything we were to get
into., I suppose we did too as we got more responsible. But we
hed to weer long underwear, and you had to turm it at the ankles,
There was no rubber or anything 1like that. And we rolled the socke
down, he showed us how to roll the socks down. And we would put
the socks down and flip over the underwear so thet it would be
flet, and then we would roll up--all the way over, up until we had
to have garters. And we wore funny 1ittle belte, you know, with
funny 1ittle tops——they were kind of attached with butions, 1
forget what they were called., But anyway we had all this long
underwsar that we had to weer to school. It was just terrible!
Then we had to get intec golashes 2nd everything else that we had
to go to school in, and it was terribly cold. Amd the snow--I
can remember when the snow was just so deep.

Yes, others have said that, that there was much heavier =nows

than you see now.
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Yes, much heavier, And it really wes terrible becauas you walked.
If meople didn't keep their walks clesn, you know, you tried to
walk in the street or ruts. If it was cleaned up it was banked

up high. We had to walk--we walked atraight scross 16th Street
until we hit Third Avenus. Then there was a three-wey thing; it was
Thixd Averue going up, and Grand Avenue was going up, and the
street was going seross and 1t was a park. It wes a wopderful
erk because 1t had a water fountain for horses there, &And it ran
sunmer 2nd winter, practleally, because the horses always needed
some water. And so we would drink out of it, too, and the dogs
would drink out of 1it.

Everybody would drink out of 1it?

Tea, that's rlght. and amyway, that's how we went to achool==we
went poross thers. And sometimes we would cross the street and
cross over in the other, tut you see there wasn't as moch traffic
then. That was all laid with brick, wp Grend Avemme.

Did you go to Johnson?

Yes,

Okay, so your slementary days were at Johnson?

Yez, I started right in at kindergarten over there. In kinder-
garten you cams in the old Johnaon--1t was a wonderful school,

I'm so mad they tore it down, it was the best =chocl in Cedar
Bepids. But thls was built in 1910. I was born in ought nine,

50 1t was fairly new by the time I got there. 4nd it wes 21l tiled--
all the staire were filed &nd all the halls were tiled--gpstairs
and downst=irs, We wenit downstalrs and there was & blg kinder-
garten roem. And of course they had built it so that thers were
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windows up along, vou see, on the edges. 5o it wae well 1it on

one slde--hiz windows in the other two stories.

So we pterted Eindergarten., We set on the floor and we learmed
all these thinge. And there were 1little rugs--there may hawve been
wood down therse on the flesr, I can't remenber, probably., But
thers was nice shallow risers on the stadres for the kdds, and the
same going upstairs so thet there was plenty of room and way to get
there for 1ittle feat.

That was & two=stoxy?

It was a two=story thing, yea. Now the center part of the boasement
had the heating equipment, but when they had bend stuff they had
to go in there, They had thls one-legged guy who came from World
Wor I or something, or some war. Anyway, he came and taught thers.
Then the other end==I think it was ome, two, three, four, five--
fifth grade was downstalrs and then we went up for sixth, on the
top floor. 1 ean't remember all about that becanse by the time

we got up there we were eventually moved over to McKinley Junior
Hilgh School,

Was there a gymnasium there, in the elementary school?

Ho. We played kick-ball outside and there was some, not basket-
ball, but volleyball, which was a very dull geme. We liked Ekick-
ball better.

What wes the land 1iks around Johnson in those days? Now all they
have is that concrete-—or ssphalt . . .

It was dirt.

They Just have a little asphalt play arxea. No lapd arcund the

echocl, it'e =11 housss,
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well, there were what you misht call the half-block was all echaol,
end three guarters of thet——pf the back part of it==was all land,
it was school land. I think there were three or four heusss that
went tothe alley part. That wee it, thers were ne other housss
on thet property at all. It was ell pleyground; and it was 2 mix-
ture of grass znd dirt or whatever was worn off. ©On the front it
hed &n entry way that was like z helf elrele. You weren't allowsd
to go on the gress on that cenier pari., You were supposed to lsave
that =zlone.

Eeep that nice?

Yes,; Ekeep that nliee. But the rest of it was mostly pley. I den't
remember thet they had any iron worke up, except maybe for the
volley ball thing. But when children sre rumning it's betier not
to heve a lot of obstructicns. We oeed to go out and play or walk
aromnd or do something like that during recreation time, But I
can't remember exactly what-—ch, we did a hell of a lot of jump
rope and stuff like that.

iOh, yes! Would you go home for lunch everydayT?

Oh, yes. We had to walk. When we lived at 16th Street we wers
never allowed to teke ocur lunch, and if we tried to stay over and
eat lunch with somoone else our families called and asked immedi-
gtely, where are our children and why aren't they home, or whare's
Zleancr or where is so-and-sc, And we had to welk from Crescent
Street back end forthy we also hed to walk back and forth from
Arthur School,

That's & long walk!

Well, my family falt it wes getting too crowded 20 we had to walk
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ta Arthur, and thet was hell! That was up to 27th Street and
there weren*t very many houses up there. Of course thers was the
Ely house. And there was 22nd Street, end eround in 2 clircle.
Some of those houses were uilt up there. The man who bullt our
house=--who was the carpenter at 222 Crescent Street, also bullt
himself e house on the corner which is still stending up there.
But otherwise it wes windswert end anow end nothing betwesan us
gnd the mension up there. It was bitter?

S0 you eculd reslly szy "when I wes your age I had to wzlk two
riles to achool® or whatsver!?

Yoz, it wes Just terribls. It was. And thers was = gresn houss
whorse the Inthersn Church ia now, that was up at the top apd alao
down at the bottom. That wes 21l green house; it wes the

gresen house. They also belong 1o Crace Church.

This is feseinzting, I hete to go on ot T would also 1ike o got
some impressions from you--now I'm talking of course when you were
older and meybe & teensge youngster. What kKind of perties do you
remember Trom those daysT What did you do to socialize?

A3 B teenager?

Yea, or perhape even dating., What was that like when you were
growing ub? What sorts of fthings would you do?

Well, as we were kind of 1n those changlng years, we had a group
of glrls from Jobmson School amd a group of glrls from Jacksan
school,. And thet was Jane Carey; see, Careys llved beck of I. C.
Church. On the gormer was May Rill and her first husband I1iwved
thers. Then the Careys hed & house end Judge and lMrs. Grimm had
a housa., 4#nd beyond that wes I. C. Sghool., There was Jackson
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School end there were all the people who lived-—-that didn't go to
Johnson School=--wore there. One of them was a girl named Smith
end she was = cousin by marriege. And thers were the . . . sha's
mow . « « 1'11 Just have to walt a minute. Not Chadima--who's the
guy thet startsd the Paramount Pharmapies—-'Chehak, HRuth Chehek;
end Ruth hae got all those records. Are you going to intervriew
her about those yezra?

I have her home.

You should, becsuse ghe lived down near the post office in & houss
thet Mr, Abrzham lived in, and went to that school. How that's
at Sixth Avenus and--is it Sixth or Seventh Street? The lower
part of the post offliece and it's on this cornsr and there's &
hair dresaing plage behind 1t. The next is Seventh Strest, and
that's where that 1ittls ohurch is—Father George's Chuwch. But
I would interview her becsuss she and her sister have 2 lot of
mapories, Now, her sister's still alive amd 1lving in Chicago,
end Ruth, I understand, is going to be merried again. But she
&lso has a sense of history ond she 1ived in & different part of
town. You see, over therer=which wouldn't be covered by some of the
people that you hawve been talking to, #nd she's = delightful,
very bright woman.

But you palled around with this groun of girls?

Yoz, wall we met onee a monthy we celled them the monthlies emd
sonebody said we mustn't call them the monthliss any more!
(Isughter) I =aid why not! I hadn't got to that stage yet.

Well anyway we met at gerden house.

At BrucemorsT
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At Brucsmors, right. Of course we want right through there. And
that hed been used for & house==EllenDouglas had lived thers—-it
was built 22 & gusst house. It's Just 2 Jewel of =& tuilding., 4And
the proportions ware so good that when voung Suddy Dows built the
house oh Awnt Mergsret's form, he used the same proportioms in that
hovse a5 inside the gavrden house. Then a whole series of peopls,
including Eacle Muzzy and some of the others who eventually becsme
heads gt {uskey Oete and top people-==lived in there, too. And Kr.
Lendere lived there for & while I think--when Mr. Douglee Tiret
brought him o0 Cedar Rapide--until he was married and had another
house. Thers were lots of people living there, and of courss we
were part of this; I mean 1t was o family affair.

Right. 8o you would go there apd just heve your get togethers?
Yes, 1t was all us glrls. And we always wore costumesp We madoe
you know thet was the time when Zgypt land and the discovery of
King Tut's Tomb, all this Eind of seml-oriental type of muele came
out. And we wonld go down and buy cheap brassieres and put =11 kinds
of do~dads 21l over them. [Laughter)

il dress up?

Yes we drassed up, we wore snakes on our heads and we did all
kinis=-svery time we hed a perty we had kind of a different thing.
I can sse how you got interestad in theatre.

But we 21l enjoyed it, wyou know, I don't remember theit we were
thinking much sbout men and wemen, perticularly in those days.
Execept eventually the boys begen reiding these.

Began reliding your perties?T

Yes. I mean they would come over., You sas, in those days thers
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wasn"t==we didn't do puch dating, we went ip groups. And on=
thing that is wvery different-—the families of the boys zs well

as the girle did the entertaining,

I wag golng to say, wes = lot arrvenged through the fanilies?

Yes, & lot of it wes erranged by femilles. And your family took
turns giving a party, and you ineluded boys and girls. Soms kind
of dated and things but you didm't think abont that--you wers in-
vited. If you wanted 2 particular boy moybe you might ask him or
who do you want to go with, you know==who do you want to go with
¥Ou.

I mow I gave a great blg party-—a clreus party, and we got those
lce wagons. And we started out =nd we had 2 regular parade from
downtowm up, practlcally. I forget where we started, anywey, we
hed ice wegons and we sat on top of the ice wegons 21l dressed up.
I went with Tom Sinclair or something. It was marvelous, and some=
body came in a chariot. I think it wes Dr. Halpin and somebody=or=
other. They hed a regular ghariot and things--it was 2 marvelous
merty.

This wes in your tesnsge yeers?

Yes, this wes 2 party that I gave.

That's wonderful begsuse that wee kind of an imeginative experisnce
thet I don't think we have that much any more.

Well, not =& we used to. Of course, we did a lot of that tremsure
hunting business all over town. T Enow they came over to my house
one time and they needed soms false teeth so the cook loaned hers.
(Iaughter} They were Just crazy thinge 1ike that. But it was

always & kind of & group thing=—vou went and everyboly danced with
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everybody. I rensmber thls one boy, Billy Whelihan, that was

& terribly nice boy., But 1t was a mixed sge thing. Now for
instancs, ths party thet I gave would includs my cousin Ellen, who
wes older, epd Tom Sincleir epd some of thoss people that thers
Has . o« you know people used to be stuck In Just a certeln ege
group. But we were lucky in our girls group thet we had some thet
were older, like Ruthie Brandt, and some that wers younger like me.
But that hzs its sdventages.

Yes, but you see the boys end the girls--and we 211 went to daneing
school togathar.

ihere was that?

There wae & nlee floor, and there was music-=I don't know if it
wes vietrols musie or whetever, maybe o plano. DBut we lesrned

how to dznea.

That would be bellrsoam daneing?

That's right. Dut we were all taught together. Evervbody went--=
the mothers all arrenged all this kind of thing. And the boys
went, too. And it was none of this business sbout being = sissy
end daneclng becanse . . .

It wes sxpectad,

Yes, &nd the fethers deneed with the girls at the country club
and the mothers danced with the boys so thet they 2ll had experience.
Fost everybody everybody belonged to the comntry club, tut if they
didn*t thers was the partles that we brought them to, you Xmow.

Do you remember the old country olub®

Very well, it wes besutiful.

I've heard & Iot of nostalgla for thet.
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Thomzs: Oh, it was lowvely., It had a beautiful bollroom end the balcony
all arownd the sdze that you could go cut. 4And doors thet ¥ou
could open up, #nd they made this hideous thing up thers now that
nobody has Iiked. And we hed = besutiful room with & huge big old
stone fireploce whers we ats. It was & comfortsble nlee kind of
pPlacs. They got this architect --pardon me, if I forget what his
name was but he wae no good as for e I was concorned,

ID: In other womds, it wa= mot that there wes anything wrong with ths
building but they felt that they needed something more impressive?

Thomzs: Well, we out-grew 1t was ths point. But they didn't think ahead
to the sging and stuff. And even now you have to w=lk up thoss
steps. And I have always ssid, that 1iks Sisyphus, who had to il
the stone up, you know, and it roll desm hill, and he had 4o do it==
that whoever put those stepe in hed better spend his rurgatory or
hell rumning up and down . . .

I Going up and down?

Thomae: Yas, becauss the risers ars speced wrongly so thet you trip and
fall, They heve impmv:;.ﬂ somewhat but if you've got risers that
ere different heighis then 1t breaks your rhythm wrong.

ID: How did you ueed to enter? Was thers = mors gradual way?

Thomas: Hell it wes built on & hill so you always hed to come in and elimb
up some stalrs to get upstalrs--to get to that floor. We had fum
perties 1ike that, I think we went as ghosts or we went as sope=
thing ene ye=r. And Billy Whelihan and I went and we were all
in on= garment.

IDi: So together yeu wers the ghost?

Thomas: Yes. You know, = lot of dress-ups and = lot of crazy things like
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thet thet we did, And of course when you got to mmning sround
in oaras, why thet wes wnen we dld all this hunting and stuff.
Seavenging?

Yes, Dut otherwise there were fun parties at Brucemore end there
wers fun perties at our hotse and fun partiss over at the Carey's
ared the Morrison's, Dr. Morrison's. But there wers always groups
and there was some kind of dating but it was a congerted sffort dn

the parts of the Families to do this.

That explaine, too, why eo many of the Tamilies that you grew up
with hed the same customs sxperiences that the young men and young
wemen . . . they would intermorry snd you would hawe this very
clogely woven family.

That's right. And we still are closs friends even if we den't

seée anything of them much. But we ware brought up together—- you
are vory confortabls with all of these people.

A shared experienca.

I can remsmber when somebody tried to kss me one tims, end of
course I wesn't resdy for kissing, you kmow. And I pushed him
away and he wouldn't stop., I hit him and broke a coat hanger over
his head. When you're trying to leamm how to handle things some-
times ., . .

Tou Just do the best you can.

Yez, you jJust do the best you camn. Bul anyway, we just all lsugh
over 11 these things.

Well, T'm going to shift to things that are perhepe more general
than the neighborhood experiences. First of all, juet some people

Whoe nemes are remembered over the years-- you have memoriass of the



the Gherry slsters ordo they go back too far for youl

Thomeet Well, I 4id ses the Cherry slsters perform.

Iy Do you have eny explenztion of why they echisved so much fame?
Apparently they wers not excellant performers.

Thomas: Well the problem with the Cherry sisters wes that they were very
gerious ebout what they were doing.

LI They took themselves serlous?

Thomes: Vsry seriously, imdsed. I heerd all these wild stories about them--
I knew Mr. Henderson who wes Mrs. Herb Cherry's fether. I knew
him, he was a fun kind of person. I dom't know how meny timesgs=
you can look through the roster and see==sverybody took turns being
nayor, too. He was the only one who could handle the Cherry
sistera, They would call up from Hew York and say you'we got to
hurry out here, the Cherry sisters are raising hell agein, How
what it was that they were raising hell, I den't kmow. But they
fancled themselves actors and they were very tempermental. I don't
know whether they wore beautiful or whether they weren't beautiful.
But I can remsmber golng end seelng ons of them clinging to the
crosg==the old rugged crose and singing, and 211 these lights and
stulf liks that, T don't think that wes at the opera house, I
kind of think It was at the Majestic., They hed netting up.

LDy Bat they aleo were boood and received a lot of + .+ &

Thomas: They made fun of them beesuse they were singing religous songs
and stuff, And 3t wes kind of like & theatrical revival show,
you koo,

Dy ut pecple cams?

Thomas: 3Sut people cams bocauss thoy obviouely were something out of the
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aticka, the 1ike of which nobody had aver seen befere. But they

took themsslves very seriously indeed.

80 you remember Greene's Opera House?

Oh, yes.

You were thera?

Ky mother started taking us when we were in dlapers, to see thestrs
and misle. And of course, by the time she got four it wea quite

& handful, but we all went to everything., I cen remember secing
The Blusbipd et the Greene's Opera House. I will nsver forgst that.
That waes one of my terrific experisnces.

Fow, I don't know anything about thet production. ¥Wes 1t & musieal?
Well it was & pley made from a fairy story=—I cennot remember who
the auther wae and it was about Mytal and Tytal., Hytal and Tytal
I think thsy called it. The Bluebinrd is a famous story about ths
children who were locking for the blusbird of happiness. And it
turned out that they had it 211 the time at homs.

Ch yes.

Do you remember that thers were clocks apd all this kind of thing,
Well it wes a beautiful yroduction, besutiful. Just lowsd every
minute of 1t. I remenber z real thrill. Then I saw Tilly, & play
called Tilly the Menonite Meld.

Tilly the Henonite Maid?

Tea, O course you know, all this . . . well 1%t woe kivd of . . .
¥ird of & comedy?

Yos, 1t must hove been. But I think that she wos sericus. I can't
remember, end I een't even remesber whe the scotors wers.

But these were traveling compenles?
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Oh yas, and the very best, too. And I can't remenber how many
other things that I =aw.

Did you see the productlon of Ben Hur? 4 nunber of people hawve
remanbered that. B8aid that wes an impressive play.

I don't know whether I sew thaet on= or mot. You know 1t rings
bells tut I can't-=it's kind of , . .

IHd Gresns's Opera House gohnect inte Judge Greeme at sll? Wes that
rart of hia family®

I prosums that that's why. Youm ses, the Reossvelt bought that
lapd amd that place and made it into 2 perking lot. And there
were still things wey up on the top floor, and the chandeliers
werea stlll up there.

ihet happensd to them?

I don't kmow. I think they mey have ssved some of them tut I
don't reslly fnow. Because it was already owmed by somebody elee
before we bought it. We had somebody to rum it and we could paxk
on the upper floors, you know.

It was guite an impress=ive . . .

It was & beautiful place. Oh yes, I mean red wvelvet a1l over, and
the seats were besutlful &nd there was a lot of guilding., It wes
a vory handsoms place. And very good seating; you could see from
préactically every ssat in the house even though they had nigger
heayen up there.

That's right, I've heerd ebout nigger heaven. Amd so it would
hawve been at leoast three or four storles?

Three or four tiers, I don't lmow how meny tiers they had In there.
You would hawve to go back to the booka =pd get that because I
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can't renepber,. I remesber sittings up on the top end I Temenber
sitting up on the top at the Hajestie. You ses, my cousin, the
ong==Jane, whers I went when the starch works blew up--husbend
owned the Hajestic Theetre. Hls name was Bolton, Malcome Bolton.
He was kind of an entreorensur, you know, on land and so on.

And he fried to keep vandeville slive. lWe went to see the vaude-
ville; we got free tickets,

Oh you 4147

Yes, we got free tlckets to that and of course they hed stock
compeny things. I didn't see too many of the stock company things
B0 there was a peried there. I don't Jnow why I missed out on
that because that was a very famous company thet was there and
they did & lot of good work. But they zlso were from southern
Tows, I think I was away = lot of the time when these thinge ware
going on there. But I saw an awful lot of vaudevills and things
like thet there,

Well, sonsone slse who wes reelly influenced by those sarly shows
end scenes--and probably before wveudeville days—-was Carl

Van Vechten. Because he was away from here by the time that vou
were growing wup.

Well, you see, he wag oldor. [y srendmother lived on Second Avenme
and my mother lived there. The Hamiltons were living across the
strest., vhere the woman's club is now was the Van Vechten house
and then thers was the Averill house and the Averill house soross the
stroet and the Averill house on the cormer. You ses, my mother's
cousin, ferlote Hamilton merried an Averill. Cverybody had horses,

you sez, in those days, and my mother hed horses. And there wes
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& bern out 1n the bock of my grandmother®s house, Thet wes the
one thet wes torched lest yesr—-~I think substence sbuse was in
thers, two or thres years dgo. A grest big old messive—built
by the Izton's im the 70's (1870's). It was = sheme, but it was
2 wonderful bexnm out thers. Of course the bern wes great. Unels
Jimey pairked his car out thers: when he decidad not to uss it any
more, ote of those great big Packardes with 211 the brsss larps.
Oh, it was just marvelous to Tide in ons of thoss cors in those
AXVE.

When Van Vechten published The Tattooed Countess, did that make
a big stir? Do you remember?

#ell everybody in Cedar Rapids just loved the whole idea. ‘They
weren't mad at alll They thought thet he did & very good Jjob. T
heerd nothing . . . there were some people, you know, thet were
unking azbout it. Dutb it was o very ool picture, apperently, of
Ceder Beplds. HNow my Aundt, my father's older sister, who was a
reving beauty who elopsd in furope, wes the flrst womon to smoks
in Cedar Repide. Mahala tried to elaim that tut thet was not true.
Mahala and my Amt Bell wers vory good Triends in apite of the
oot thet they were both golhg sut with Mr, Douglas, Becouse
Hr. Dougles, Walter, courted my Aunt as smll. They wore Eriends
end they went oot, Mahala cems over amd ralssd hell with her
one day and sald vou lesve Walter 2lone, he's minz! Thet wea
bafore she was propossd to, of course you know, 2ll's fres in

love =nd wer, Hut it wes-—=The Tattoced Countess 1s & mixturs of

my Aunt Bell who iz the most besutiful woman who ever coms out

of tovm, ond Mahala who is eliso one of the most fun persons.
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Beceuse some of the instaness In the ook have to do with my Awunt
nors than Mahala. [Dutton Douglas]

You can mctually remesber soms of the things being personai?

Ch yes, they wors very personel. And my mother hed a book and 1t
wea supposed to be mine., I don't lmow who--gomsbody stols that
book. It hed every single name of all these peopls.

You know, the librsry is seerching for thet book today. They
would Just love 10 howve a copy.

Well of course they would like to hawve that comy but somebody
stole it from my mother who hed the whole thing down.

In 211 her notas?

She snd Cerl got slong very well, HNow, the problem with Carl was
that he lived over across the street and hers were all these bezuti-
ful Homilton girla. You ses, thers was ny nmother of course, and
Jimmy, =and then there were three from the ¥. ¥W. Hamiltemp that
wes Steela, Lovise, amd I can't remember the other onde name.

She married and went away. Anywey, in the Hemiltcon household you
came end you wers &t meals on time. If you were late you didn't
get enything, you had to miss. Carl would keep the girls in the
barn out back and not l=t them come in until he got kissed, when
in thoss days the girls didn't kiss.

He wea a real stinker, wesn't he?

He was, and hs also wae mesn to cats. He'd i1l thea and you dmow,
strangle then and he'd do =31 kinds of things 1ike that. Hea was
mean to enimals. They grew up not liking hir very well because
they didn't get any eupper half of the time.

Well yes, that's & zood rezsaon.
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Well, you know, lots of people do this kind of thing and you don't
think very much of it but these glrls were not brought up, you =zes,
to behawva thet wey. And they never llked him. Hut my mother and
Corl always got along for some reason., In later years when we
went to Hew York we would go and stay at the Algongiting he would
be down there with his luncheon group having lunch or something.
Ha would come and have dinner with us, or cockiails and dinner

or something like thet, #Aind Carl sent my mother & telegram every
birthday and she'd send him a telegram, too, periciically. Eut
he always remembered her birthday; sugust 8. He was a perfectly
gherming man, I never knew him execept as & delightful person.

Lz someone who was very kind to your mother?

Teg. This didn't bother my father in the least. Of course we
liked to stay at the Algonguin Decause it was right by the theatre
district and it wae g homey, comfortable place. And it had abeo-
lutely marvelous food so that's why we stayed there. We hed
stayed at all kinds of other places but we'd rather stay at the
Algonguin,

Did you ever meet any of the famous literary characters that you
godd freguent that arsa?

Ch, I think he introduced us perhaps to one or two. The only
person that I ever Imew intimately—well one or two--was Faul
Greon that I mentioned before., There was some people that went
to Carmmegle Tech with me but I'd have to remember the names; one
of them played in = so=p operz all the time and one of thasm became
a very famous comic actor that pleyed with Reagan in different
things.
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Ddd you intersct much with Grant Wood or have memoriest

Woll, T heve good memories of Grant becsuse of course, he was
teaching--he wes in the Junior high school that yesr when we were
YL SN

Thet's right, when you were st Mekinley.

That's right, And Barbers'e clesa wes the firet one to graduate
ot of there because they cane in and gradusted right out.

Right awny, yes,

Yes, and we had to stay a 1ittle bit longer. EBEut that one was
where they mut on the profiles--that's where he did the profiles
of sverybedy. You Imew whe they were immediately with even no
names on them. They were wonderful, I wonder if anybody has got
eny of those.

And =11 these people took thess classes, end of course, I can
renenber when he did the luenetts for the library up there.

They were nice and finished; and he carved the bench and you kmow,
all that ¥ind of thing while I was going to school thers. It wes
ebzolutely fantastic. I just lowved it, he wze 2 nlce man.

S0 you eotuelly took elass under him?

Ho, I never toolk & class under him. But I was also & friemd of=-
whet's his name--Rowan |, from the ert thing. How this wes ss I
was going through school and coming out of collegs, you ses. ot
only Crant through the high echool, but through prep achool emd
college. And I Jmew the men thet did the iren work with him apd
lived over on 19th Street. There were two brothors and ons of
then mede 211 the ivon work with Srant and tought Cront 211 sbout
that, amd thoy worked togethor.
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So this went into homes, didn't it?

Yee it did. He had a brother whe wes o very fins poet and mede

g lot of etchings; he lived in Califomie. I'm moxry I can't
roanenrbar his name.

This is Grent's brother?

No.

Thls is the two brothers that wers the metsl workers, or iron
workera?

One wms & metel worker ané one did etchings and wes also = poet.
The one from California ceme out during the time that Crant was
having the Stone City experiment up there. I spent a good deal
of timg==T did not live up there~-Iut we went out there frequently
along with Gddie Rowan, who wae the head of the fine arts then,
in Cedar Repids. He was & good friend of mins and he was slimys
interested in theatre ond things 1ike thet. But I spent = lot

of time out st Stone City.

Thet only lasted one summer, didn't 1t%

Oh no, it wes two summers st least. It was two, and I can't re=
mnember whether there weore three or not. But I came home in=-what
wes it, 1932 I think 1t was——and T went dowm to the university in
the sunmer. Gddie brought one of hie friepds dowm to sec me while
I wes going to the university. At this ¢ime then, Peul Green was
there; I wes delng that work. And he brought this other WO
men whe cime down who Deecams guite = femous industrial designer
sfterwerde.

Then we would go up on the weekends to visit neybe two or thres
tines. Ve used o howve dences in whet wos the old hotel at that
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time, end the bend ceme down from the reformatory. And we 211
dencod; we daneed with the people that come from the reformatory
and we daneed with the srtistd——we daneed with whoever wes there.
You just hed a good tima?

We hed g wonderful time. We'd Dring food dowm ond picnics and
things 1ike that. Beopuse of the house--and Mory end Poul Engle
then moved into thot house later on, The people who hed come in
there had stripoed out gll the plumbing which was. a terrible thing.
I had to help MNary take s beth in the rain baryrel. They finally
got mome water pumped inte the house but they hed the oubtdoor
0iffy ond 2ll. OFf couxrse thers were rathskeller there, of course,
thet was lsi't over from Grent Wood. Some of the wagons were oround
there for quite & while.

Do you know what ge=ve him the ides to crganice the Stone City
groupt Did he feel thet there was & nead to get out of Cedar
femds to'a placa thet ¥as more open?

Well, he wanted te have some placge where they could do some teach=-
ing.

They founded this as a2 school situation?

Yes, that's what 1t wes. But it wes o ploce where artists conld
cone ond work mlso, But they could 211 work together and hove
some fun while they were doing it. There was this tower, which
ned arlginslly besh & woter tower end hed been gutted of course,
in the yeers before. But they used it to live in; but the bimi=
lived there =zo often thet everybody got lice from the birds!

Very mrimltive.

Very mrinitive! The whole plzee was pretity trimitive. They had
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movsd in--nobody had 1ived in the houss for years, you ses, or
anything 1ike thet. It still hed wall peintinge thet the srtists
hod done the original sftuff right onto the plaeter. Ch, that
house wes semsthing elase.

When the Ingles: moved in, they were still there?

They were =till there. I Just lowed thet plmee, we hed & Zot
of fun and spent s Iot of time up there. Al of gourss, Grant
had the thing like a stage on the side of his wegmm. I went inte
g couple of wegons where friends of mine were living to see what
1t was like on the inside. It was wvery rimitive, you were right!
But it wes = besutiful spot and everybody wes having so much fin.
iho cooked?T

I can't remember who cooked. I think they had a cool,

Somebody T

Yos, I think they had & cook. The kitchen was very lerge and a
fine kKltchen. 0Of gourss the water was & toblsp, The hotel didn't
da efy cooidng, =nd of gourse they hed the olmivch dosm there. It
wes = wonderful ploce to go. Then of eourse I spent all of my
tine dowm there when Hary emd Paul 1ived down there, too.

Thet lsedas so miesly imto my next azea so I'm Just going to oo
right on. And that is your invelvement ower the yeora with theatre;
with commmity theatre and with ehildren's theatre, How d1d you
get Involved with the commmity theetre here in Osdar Repdds?
Well T went to Cernegie Tech which is 2 thestre sehool. I&'s &
fins erte college and they have o dotertnent of architecture and
msic and theatrs end pedinting ond sewlpture and . . ., 21l that
Hnd of thing is contoined in this ono wmit. They have o huge
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engineering school there, they de mrinting--it's & treds echool.
It teles zbout ten yeers of apprenticeshlp of f of your wogk., han
go out you are proPersd to do something:; you ore mrepeared to go
right into your fisld and you hows 211 the skills thot you need.
For insishoe, the thestre-=you heve = major and & minor--you can
mejor in either one or minor in either ons. Thet was sither oot-
ing or technieal work. I mejored in technicsl work and minorsd
in eoting. You have to do them both, it docsn't make any differ-
ehce, Becauwse in those days when they had traveling theatrs or
theatres like the one in Detrolt, steck company, the only way
thet you got in to a stock company 1f they 4idn't know you was
by==yol would get working back stage. We learmed everything, even
how to meke dimmers out of great big huge jers full of water amd
galt=-how to maks dimmers out of them by moving them up and dowm.
8o you hed to be electricians, toof?

You did everything, you builte-of course I was used to building
scenexy at Hery Lyom because I did a lot of work thers, both act=
ing and technical work. At a private school, =t & girls school,
we bullt our owm sgensry-——we did everything,

20 you were a patursl when you eame beck to Codar Rapids to get
involved in the loecal theatre?

Thzt's right, bscause when we roally had to get our own theatre
we built all our olivetis, we btullt all ocur own lighiing equip-
ment.

I hate to ask you vwhat an olivett ie but I'm going te have to.
It's 2 l=rze light that takes a very large bulb of many thousand
watts bulb. /nd It's painted on the inside or it has got a
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reflector surface. It ie maede so the front part ia flat so thet
you can slip what we call gelatin into 1t, which you would say
was like plastlc--differsnt golored plastles--which the light
went through and chapged the satmoephere on the stage, It is for
gensral lighting; spotlights ere for other kimds of things. And
then thers are carbon lights that are sticks of carbon that flash
by mutting the two together to make the light.

S0 you wers imvolved in actunlly making these things?

Tas.

They didn't always have them so that you could order them some-
whepre?

Ho. Hell, you could order them, but they wers sxpensive and we
eouldn't afford them. There wog~-what's his nams, Dick Lord and
anothar young man, and they had a metsl place over on . . .

S50 wa made a lot of that. We also had to meke ocur own board in
the beglnning, light boerd and dimmers and things 1ike that. When
we movad to . . .

Now where were you when you first sterted?

MeKinley School wes where we flrst started. The Community Theatre
wes working up on the second floor of Killian's in the ¥illien's
Aammex. I saw my Tather perform up there=-there wers a number of
things done up there. Iater on there were & number of things dons
aver ot the Congrogationael Church.

The People's Church?

He. Not the Pegple's, the Congregstionzsl Church right near
Johneon School, Thers Wers = numbsr of things done over thers.

e settled at the YHCA Thestre.
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Thie wee the ¥ on the lower cornar thet w=s built on top of the
Dougl=ss place. I can remsnber that Dougles place hed the fence——
I think I teld you about thet before. They had & c=feterdia out
in the front end they didn't run it in the summer I don't think,

I den't know that they ran it In the echool year or whatever, or
miybe it was In the summer that they did run it. However, they
mit their ice boxes out in the hall and the gerbass ran down the
geats.  How 2t great expense . . .

Bepoause you woere down bslow, Jou were down in the basement?

Yea. How thare's o deli shop in the front but right bagk of that
where the double doors arc was the corrider ami then there Were
double doors there 1lnto the theatre, UWe had the box affiece there
and the 1ight booth in the baek. But the garbage used to run dowvm
tha eislea. They hed got the sests out of the old orers houss, sas,
o Ut of==I don't know if it w=e the operzs houss or the=-=fsjostic
Thegtrs I think it was. They had got thess wvelvet covered s=sts
out of thers, anmd you Enow they'ra all hooked together in rows of
metzl, end we mut 211 those--drilled them into the floor. Then
they had to bulld a2 stege down thers end the weter ren undsmpeath
it. Ve made dressing rooms whors the lsusdry was oubsids, Of
cotirse with a1l that food we ware overrun with ecclrosches and
averything. Ch God, it was jJust terrible. And th= dressing rooms!
Did you avor howve rats over thers?

I cen't remenber zbout that, I think we probably did. Ue had an
awful tims getting rid of the vermin around thers. And of courss,
our beclstage, then, got dowm to part of the lommdry room where
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they brought down all those sweaty nets from whers they wars
wresatling upsteirs. And they did not do thelr laundry regulorly
and it stunk 1ike nad. Hers wers the lmumdry room plus the heeting
boilars for ths pleea,

Thiz wes trimitive,; too, wasn't 1tT

Oy believe ma, And we had to stert out in that kKind of condi-
tion and build this. How they periodieslly rentad out the andl-
torium to other groups on ton of that., We hed a terrible time
with them becense they would schadule ., . .

You hzd to schedule?

Yes, we had to schedule. Well, we finally got it so thet I would
go down amd twmn the lights out and tum them on end figure out
how much kilowatt it would cost them to run the lights, you know,
30 that we could hawve a charge for thet kind of thing.

And we worked down there, end of courss we had--it was quite &
deep slope. Of course, we had to have ladders that would go up
because we had to do our lighting, you sce, on the ceiling., And
I would get up ten or twenty feet and I was up here, And the only
thing that we could use were wires to wire these things inte po-
sition. He wantad them on the siage and we'd have to have thenm
rumning o we'd know whether they were golng to be spotted for

it end cover 1t. And then we had 4o hook them inte the switgh-
bosrd which wes en old—First we had knife switches end then we
got some of the old dimmer equiment, But some of 1t was not wired
terribly well so that it would skip, you know, so thet you would
get & Jump in the lights, We had that up on & stend with 2 metal
rack so that we wouldn't fall off., I insieted that everybody
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wesr rubber shoes and wear gloves beceuse I had gotten nyself
burned end knoched sround = little Bit. Even in school with all
thiz kind of stuff, we were twenty feet up, you know, up a ladder,
You had o crowl up. Well anyway we did thot and once in a while
I burned nyself but I'd go right to Hemry =pd he'd fix me up.

Tou kmow, the pliers would burn rlght up in your hapd,

Lz iho wae supporting the theatre in those deaye? Was it mostly inddi-
vidual contributions thet pedd the bills above the costs of sub-
geriptions?

Themes: Well, I think the ¥ was reasonsble in giving us the rent. CFf couras
we hed To keep the place clean, They never kept their part gleen,
they were = dirty bunch. Well sen are not slways caveful,

1h: That's tagtiml,

Thomes: Hezel and Haxry and Grent were pexrt of what storted the group.

LD Hezel end loxy whot

Thomas: They ren = little shop.

ID; Dovmiown?

Thomas: Yes, I'11 hewve to go back and ceolleet this for when you write
it up. Anyway they started in 2 Big house on Third Avenue dowm
in the same block a8 I, C. but scross the street., It was e
Hansfield house snd they started doing thestre there, XNow amateur
theatre in Cedsr Raplds——In my stuff T hed & whole lot of oictures
of =11 the ones that were back in the 1870's end 1B80'= thet were
doing thie.

Ls 160027

Thomes: TYes desr. Mnd that wae menbers of the Wilcox family and my fepily
end the Dougles femilyy ell of the Douglas® were in it and my
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go 1% Just has & really rich history?

Yee, end 211 these people were doing this wey back then, TPutting
on all idnda of shows, Hy fether's sister, Deisy, ron away ond
Joined one of these comrenies. She was & perfect besuty; she was
& good actress, too. Put you know =11 this kind of thing, you
don't hesr too mueh s=bout.

Ho, TIt's one of thoss things that it 81l seems so well organised
and the new setting is so wonderful, and you don't think, bay,
where did this coma from?

But &11 these families that we've been talking about were slways
involved in this kind of thing. Includins the Wan Vechtens and a1l
the rest of them; they ell did this--The Dows, it didn't mele eny
difference who you were or what. Haybe you started out at the
gocial elub, but you used the best people that were svelilable and
those that were interested. And so there's been this growth all
the way up, you see, snd it finally--it dies out for a while and
it comes back., We hed the ssme problen when the war cane along.
It wes very difficult,

To pen & meoduction?

Yes, but you see, what heopened wos—coming back there were tawo
friends of mine, John and Margeret Young. HNergeret wes & graduste
from here, from the school days. BShe went to schaol up here end
I think she went to the Universliy of Iowa or whatever it wes,
But she wes ireined under Sister Mary Lorenz, uo here. Amd & lot
of people who did seting were trained by her inelwiing--who wers

the ones that you heer sbout that went to 53, Berckman School
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At Egiinley?

No, eche tanght English out &t Herion at the Merlon High School.
She was excellent, she'd had =11 kinds of Shakespesre training and
gverything else 1ike that. And she was & beputlful girl; ehe mar-
ried Douglsas Kirk, whose mother wee Julls Douglas, Her father
was a pharmecist up in Independence and he became a--he Was a
democrat so they got him & plush job se postmaster. But he played
the horszes snd got caught.

A chechered carsar?

Yes, But he had a wonderful house right on the river. They were
very nlece pecple. Meriom wes Just besuiiful.

How did this all interact with the beginning of children®s thestre?
That wazs moch later, wasn't 1t?

John and Mergaret hed come beck down there and they wantsd to
start & children's theatre.

So we're 2till in the derressiont

Yes. BSo kRergeret sedd, why don't we do it, you know, 4And I said,
I'd love to. And she sadd, well, let's get going on this and
we'll do it together. Becouse I had slresdy been asked to do the
Christnas Pageant down at the First Pres Church, you know, and

the men all objected to getting out of their underwear and evary=—
thing, end into the dreperies. We did a beautiful roduction
beceuse we based the costunes om Sargeant's pictures that sre in
the librery in Weshington. So that's whet I used as & basis for
that. 4And then we got together things, I took the cockteil
shelkers that were popular in those days, those aluminum ones, and

I made e good censor out of that. Ch we had a lot of smoke, you
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and things like that? A lot of people have come out of Cedar
Rapids that did good work. They came back to live here because
they had been at the theatre at Sioux City or something and it
had ¢losed. And they started a children's thaatre there and you
know, it was the Depression and vhat were you going to do?

And they didn't hardly have enough money to hold them by, and so
topether-—their mother lived here in town. BSo they rented a
house and they had 2 dog, and we saw an awful lot of them.

This was Burke, now?

Mo, thiz was John and Margaret Young.

Toung?

Yez., Her family was the Lacey family from the -- near--around
Anamoga.

What were the most memorable productions from those daya? Do you
have gome that really stand out in your mind like the Bluebird
did at the Greene's Opera House, for instance?

Well, MacDonald Carey came out from Towa City; he was down there
that part of the summer that T was down there. I apent a lot

of time in lowa City-—-going down there. He came up and directed
one of the first shows. When I first came back, we worked down
at the McKinley Junior High School. They were putting on produc=
tions and I was im-—oh my, what was i1t? BShe had the lead and the
gun didn't go off. I was Mazie,

And it was a bad moment?

Well, it was, yes. But we got through it all right. She was a
fine actress. She studied im New York and had been in some New

York productions. She taught English . . .
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know, and all this kind of thing. We just had a good time. Well,
anyway, then they got a job or had to move and I was left holding
this bag with the theatre--the idea. We talked about it so Lowell
Pirnie went down and we incorporated through the bank--The

Children's Theatre, Cedar Rapids, Towa. And we started out cold.

I got a play out of the library and it was Ali Baba and the Forty

Thievezs. There was this Mes. Somebody-or=snother in England who
had written all these fantastic books. I also started out working
at the woman's club down there when it was still the Van Vechten
mansion, with a woman called Sarge or Sargie that everyvbhody just
dearly loved. I worked with her on some shows.

LD: I was thinking that it was connected with the Junior League=--the
early children's theatre.

Thomas: Well, it was not connected until they took it over from me.

LD: S0 you were the initiator and then at some point they decided that
was a4 good project?

THomas: That's exactly right, yes. [ was the founder of the Children's
Theatre. I put on these fantastic plays; I was trying to remember--
I did the Princess and Curdie one, vou know, The S3ilver Thread.
And oh my, we had all those boys down there. Little boys for
elves, you know, and little kids. ©h, it was just a wonderful
thing, and we did Sleeping Beauty.

LD: So where were these first productions, then?

Thomas: The first productions were put on at McKinley School.

LDz Just like your cooommity theatre, they were in the same place?

Thomas: Yes. Then the Principal, [Frances Prescott] said we could put it on
down there so we took it down there. FRuby Byers up at the other one--
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up here at Benjamin Franklin--was interested in that. So we took
plays up there. And we also took them to Harrison on the west
gide. We took it, also, to the School for the Blind--a production
up there.

That must have been an interesting experience because they could
hear . .

lt was fascinating because the children could hear but not see so
we brought all the actors out and all the people so they could
feel them and touch their faces so they could feel the make-up.
And they could feel the kind of costumes and everything.

That's wonderful that yeu could do that.

It was just so fascinating. I was so grateful for that opportunity.
You were really ahead of your time on that, too.

Yes, I think se. The thing about my theatre that is different
from the Junior League theatre--1 use children. And I felt that
this was so important for the children to have a feeling of this.
I got my friend, Peg Collins, who is Arthur's wife; Arthur and I
were in class together, and his brother and all these people went
through school together. She was a wonderful person and a fine
artist. 50 I used all my fairy tale books and things like that
because I had had history of costume, of course, at Carmegie Tech,
and everything technical that you could imagine, we had to do.
Because as a freshman we went in there and we cut out costimes,
we sewed them--I was no good at even a sewing machine. But jewels
on gloves--vhatever it was we had to know all about it. We did

tracings from the beginning of time up to. . .so that we had a
thorough grounding in that. Also because it was a school of
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erehltecture ard 2 hlstory of ornement, we did = 1ot of other
kinds of work; too. He hed o do & kell of & lot of reseerch
because we did Greek oloys, we did contemporory nleys, we did
themn ell up end dowm the gesle. And we did & Shekespesrs every
yeer, in mroper costuming. Ue wers told, do it for the person
that knowa.

1#15 Becsuse they would Look et it and say, thet's correct?

Thones: Thet's right. And this is the wey I judge mroductions, and
belleve me, there's some mighty poor holes snd bad educetion.

Iis Ther pome up sherty

Thomasy Yes. Amyway that was fim 56 we resserched the costumes and did
everything. Then Peg would meke the drawings. Then we went dowm
ta Welch Cool: Beals which was Grandfether's compony. Mlret they
boughit the-==whot do they malke=- overalls end you kmow, they
did ell kinds of things like thet. Anyway we went down and we
got 2ll this stuff by the bolt; we leprmed how much 4% would cost
end where it was sold. Ve could get thinge 5 cents & yexrd or
whetever it wes. OSo we would atiach the swatches o the materisl
that they were to get to the pletmres. And then the parents were
supposed to mole the costumes. How g1l of thie, mind you, cost
them one doller & year to belong. Can you believe it7

Lh; lig.

Thomes: COne dollexr & year. And of colrse, they peid for thelr own costunes
and thinge like that. ind I paid for whatever it wes that we
used.,

L Foat of the other atuff, right?

Thomes: Yea, John would earry in, the Cone Brothers--snd Sermy and Joe wers
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good friends of mine. T used to go out with them. We went all
three of us together on a date.

LDz What fun!

Thomas:  Oh, it was just great, We just had a wonderful time, [ loved the Come
brothers, And of course, they were a great source of help for us, We
would get all the piping that we wanted over there. When we had the
Princess and Curdie and the little dwarfs and they were beating om
things we got all the iromere and everything like that. Peor Jobn
Choate was so busy practicing hitting that he hit Marion Taylor in
the back of the head and it bled all over the place. We were working
down in the Coe College then.

LD: Hazards of the occupation. When and why did you decide to hand
it on? Did it just become too much for an individual?

Thomas: Well, it was too much but it was also the fact that the Junior
League was wvery much interested in this kind of work. I had some
surgery at the time that whoever it was from the main office came
out here and came to talk to me about it. Thev came to the hos-
pital. 5o we had a good talk with wheoever it was that was sent
from the main thing. But the Junior League was very much inte-
rested in doing this work themselves because there were other
Junior Leagues that were doing this all over the country.

LD: Were they an actual Junior League at that point? As they started
out a service league.

Thomas: Yes. And I was in the first group that came in when Henrietta
Sheehy was President when they moved over in the League.

LD: The national organization?

Thomas:  Yes. Jane [Carey]| Belay and Liz I think. At least Jane Delay and I.

There were some of us that came in--mavbe she was ahead of me,
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I con't remenber. But anywsy I was in the firvst class.

The Provisional?

Yes.

So you ectually ecame into the Lezgue after or st the seme tim
thet the Children's Thealre . . .

I wes plready deing this,

You were doiny Children's Thestra?

Tas.

That would hzve been about 197F

Yes, sometlege in there. You see, I hed =11 this atuff up in the
ettdic end T think it wes throowm out, I hod 211 the drawings, I
had everything from Hag.

I'm =ure that they were tickled to have something 1ike that az a
moject that they could walk intof?

Thet's right. And of course, I covldin't corry it at ome dollar
2 yesr. And the Test of it wes Just with whet 13it3le money I hed,
Dut Lowell Pirnie and T were the ones that incorporated. And he
worked there--John. We hed it dowm ot 222 you Inow, where it wes
brougzht un. We hed = greet big Playroom in the basement and we
mxde everything dowm there. WHe made gll o flats and we put
then together znd we slzed them and we maintad them. And then
also the Beker femer Coapeny--I went down and bought huge sheets
of gaxdbosrd whep we did ALl Beba spd the Forty Thleves., ind I
mede the nost besutiful cawwings and things, Ue just cut out, you
eaa, the whole thing so it looked like the lattice work on the
Taj Mahal.

That was = tough =zt to do, wesn't 117
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Yas, but we made everything so that we gould mowe it guiekly.

And in lots of Zleces thet we went to, like MeXinley spi the
schools, you couldn't mut any screws or braces In the floor. 8o
you hed to Wild i1t so that you could . . .

Just go beck and forth?

Tea, or Told up.. We had 21l Kinds of tricks we hed to use to
zble to move our seensry emi be able io move it quickly. We hed
the most wonderful time, I tell you, it wes just gorgeous. Sone
of the mothers would fouzgle out or they would make the coshumes
different that we told them so we hed to go back and make then
over agein. And finslly we got 2 lre, Jamis or somebody 4o be
the eostunder, you knew. You used to t=ke your Kdd over there and
she would nske the costunes,

She'd do it?

Yes. Arnd they had to pey for it. But the metericls were very
Inexpensive tut they were colorful and they looked well when they
got an the stage. BEverything was integreted--the whole design,
the lighting, the works. /ind we made up our owm lighting, I
bought & reactance dimmer and some other things like that which
we treveled sround--wWiich eventually the thestre had., T borrvousd
beck and ferth. Bui it was very effeetiwve. ind +the Kidse, they
were Jjust wonderful. They were all the Teylor idds, and I ean't
tell you. The Stamats and everybody else.

dhy did they stop using ehildren, do you know?

Beceuse thet wesn't the poliey in the Junder Ieague st thet tims,
It wes {0 use the Lesgue peonle.

Hed {0 be adult volunieers, right?
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Hell you see, snxd then Iis took over the directions.

Liz Glanvillel

Yes. I dld a good Job, ton., Becsuse part of what we learned in
school, we had fo heve eurythmics, we had to have ballet, we

hed to heve o . .

To choreograph.

411 of the Enplish Polk daneing. Ballet dancine from = Pussian
teacher. Ue had o have the vhole worke—-why--bacouse wherever
we went we hal to be able fo do this.

You h=d to heve an encyclopedic kind of knowledge.

That*'s right. You had o heve & thorough . . . and this is what
we got. It was o fantastic school. They never have advertised or
enything. Eut they turn out top role peonle 211 over. And very-——
a lot of ferous sgtore spd people. OF cowurse they've got this

one in Hew York now which ls & wonderful =lage, too. But you
should gee the people that cems down to Hirkwood from the Cuthrie
in Mimmeapolis. lhere were they from? Carnegie Tech. Anywey it
waa wonderful. We took the drewings for the play and the costumes=-
thet was for Sleeping Beouly. We took thet enc Angevine gnd I
went to the national thing end we won & mrize with my desisn and
the gostumes and the pletures that we had.

That would hawve been Angevine Shaffer?

Wa went, I don't know if it was 1935 or whatever it was. Anywey
thet wae sfter our first production and T 7layed the wicked witeh
in thet. Tt wes ao mueh fun, I just had 2 marvelous tine.

I wish you were in charge now. I do think that now it has become
such a rote sort of exzerience with the high schoel kids. Some of
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of then ere woenderful modiptions.

1 want to tell you that the people who were in my children's
theatre, when there wes thaet hlatis during the wer--beceuse T
was doipg this durlns the middle 1930's. Ewvery one of those
people went on the Board and carried on and then started the
theatre a2ll over again.

Becanze they had thet commd tment?

Yes. BEut they loved it. And the Pischar boys; I can't tell you
how many Deodtle were in thera. There were ehlldren unde® me and
they caught some . . .

A gperk?

Yes. Apd it mede the whole thing worthwhile when I saw the geners-
tlon come up and they were the ones that carried om and made it
possible to keep on going.

And that's becsuse of that incredible energy at the beginning that
you exhibitad?

Tee. But I hed heln from everybody, believe me. They wers very
heloful,

Tou had help tut s$511 . . .

It wes & commmdty affair, you know.

Everybody had to help?

It wasn't jusil me bul it was something special.

dell, I think you mey heve done something speciel to stort it,
theugh. The Roosevelt; your family has been commected with the
Hoosevelt for many years. Yhen did you get inmvolved with the
Hoozmoyelt?

dell, we got involved with the Hoosevelt right Prom ihe beginning,
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you might say. And there were certain other fomiliss as well.
The Simmons and other peordle vho had land in that =rea or who
helred to reips the money. It wes originally Eiith DRockefeller
McCormick. And her lover, whose name was Erenn, of the firm of
Erenn and Dato who were architects . . .

LD Uhe planned to tuild this hotel?

Thomes: That's right.

IEx When wae Hde, Z'moafredd T den't even knou?

Thomeay I dom't Imow, it wes 192% or some Dlace in there.

ID; The twenties?

Thomes: The middle twenties. It wes Defore the detression that they planned
2ll this. And FErenn came out and they hed to tuy the lend on the
corner thet it'e built on—-what was loown as the Commercial Club
which is of couree now the Chenber of Commerce. And then mext to
that Teople's whatever it wes siore end I don't know what elee
wES in vhere, was part of my Crardfother'e--where ho hadl his store.
S0 that the family owmed the lend. And for the land we toock stock.
Aid vhoever did snything they all got stock, you see. Zut meinly
1t was the Rockefeller-Felormick money that Blith had that ptarted
it. Kremn was a Swiss. He was elmoet o dwexf, he wee quite smsnll
end very pertisulesr, end he alysys cervied Jade in his pockets
to feal. He was & very interceting men, I 1iked hin 2 lot.

ID: and of eccentric?

Thomes: UWell he was extrensly eccentric, belisve nme. ind the family didn'+
1iks hir st pll--T rean the Rockefeller fanily didn't like hin at
all. DBut he ceme out. Jinywsy they mut the hotel up and so on,
end then they storted to run it.
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And he designed it then?

fa deaigned 1t, yes. His firm was flourishing because it was his
betrons, so to spesk. 5o he designed the hotel amd put it all
together sand got it up but they needed some more money so they
sold bords. Well they got the thing up tui of course, the stock-
holders never got paid enything. Of course we immediately ran
into trouble you know, here was the demression and everything

ard another. Hy father began to realize that some of the people=—-
not only were they not dolng that but they were welching out on
the bonds. Bo immediztely the stockholders got together and said
we're not going to save & cent out of this unless we get somebody
to run this hotel that's poing to put it into = besis becsuse they
let the fabric go to pieces. MNow when my father took over, he
hed steel doors on all the doors with louvers for ventilation and
stuff and things like that. There wasn't any =ir conditioning.
Tow opened the windows but you could get a breeze through the hall
or whatever it was. The door jams would just fall right out of
the w=1l. It had no maintensnce whatscewver; they were milking

it for all 1t was worth,

Thiz wes in the 19530's7 This is what happened in ten years?

Yes. Well it wasn't even tem yesrs before they were in trouble,
really. My fathor--he and the siockholiers, they elected my father
because the benke hed gtorted te fail apnd my fether was the recel-
ver for the Cedar Hapids N=tionsl Bankt =oross the strest which the
Merchant's took over. Also he had something to do—he ss8id the
White Eank, for instence, went under and it should never—it was
Ernie Morrls' bank =nd should never have gone under. Well thatt'as
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the inite Bank on the corner that's kztty corner from the Roose-
velt, Bezanson owna 1t now. It's a white tuilding; 1t's called
ths ihite Bank but I forget what the name of the bank we=s, But
my Tather wes recelver. Anywey whet they did--they saw there was
no point in--the stockholders were never going to be paid & cent,
obviously. So he wea mut in ps mresident of the hotel company

te run it. Well he lmmediately started meking & lot of changes
but the mein thing wes to buy up what ever mrofit ceme out of the
hotal or when ever any of us had any money we wottld buy bonds.
They bought thse bonds un, you =ee, so that the bond holders would
be us and the comnmunity around here—-instead of in Chicage &nd in
hew York and everything, we bought everything up as 1t came elong.
We Just =ajd be guiet and we bought bonds. Well if you were just
buying 2 bond here and a bond thers, nobody peld any attention %o
it. Bo eventuslly we controlled the bonmds then we sterted to mey
the bond holders off. As we bought them, then the hotel would
retire them sz fest as they could. Bui st lesst they were in the
right hend= amd then they began retiring them. 5o then we got 2ll
the Dbonds so that we could retire the bonds end then the stock-
helders would eventually have something. In the meantime they
tried to pay sonmething for the bonds but the thing wes, we had to
keez up those peyments. But s long as they were in control, they
didn*'t have to do that, you see, Tor the outsiders. So them,
simply, =8 they bought the bonds they retired them. So then there
weren't any bonda left. And then the stockholders hed control.
But my father has to do that very culetly.

How long did that teke?
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I don't knew. It took a mmber of years. But meanwhile they were
putting monsy back into the hotel and making it a nice place; a
unique hotel, it's got quite famous because it was very diffe-
rent than the other hotels.

Was it the nicest hotel in towm?

Oh, certainly it was. See, the Montrose had been built for Major
Hamilton=-that was Dr. John Hamilten's father and Henry Hamilton's
grandfather. He had run the hotel on First Avenue, the Grand
Hotel. I don't know which war he was in.

It's all gone now?

It's all gone now. But they had built this new hotel for him to
run, and it was a nice hotel, too. But it needed another one be-
cause it kind of went downhill with the management. It was sold
several different times. But we needed this nice new hotel and of
course, we wanted to see it work. And it did work. We got Billy
Cadow there who would run it for some time, and his wife. And
various and sundry people. We always got good people to run it,
that was as manager. You have to have good managers and a good
control of the back of the house. 1 even went to hotel school so
I could learn something about what was going on. Not that I ever
had anything to do with it but T ended up being the largest
stockholder because I had put so much into it.

And vou didn't know how it was donel

Sure.

What was different about it, say in the 1930's or 1940's from now?
Of course it's turning into a whole different sort of . . .

In the first place we tried to make it--what we call pseudo Spanish.
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Amd. averything was Spanish, The desk was in a different nlmoce
and we had ona of thess grest big Knd of Gramt Yood tyme ar,
what would you eall 1t, work something.

Stations?

Ha. The Work Progresa Mminiatretion. It was for the arts.

Oh, not W. P, A.

You know whotl I'm telking about. And =0 we commiesiched some
ertist to make g biz peinting over there. I don't know what ever
became of it. GShowing the indvstries of Cedar Rapids or some-
thing like thet. Anywey we got Bddie Elton——Bddie Hlton had worked
Bs & spoene dealgner., He had started out in Cedar Randds working
for sn interior decorater. He worked over st Hartin's up on the
second fleor, I think in materials and interlor decorating. He
got his start thers, then Kramer hired him and he went over there
Tor yesrs; them he went over to Killian's anmd did 211 thelr work.
de began using Bddie st the hotel, of course he wes a friend of
ours, Erywey. e used him st the hotel and started buring all

of our degorations from him. And you know, they were so bitchay
over thers thet--here was Bidie meking all this meney, thoussnds
and thousemds of dollare from the hotel thing and they gave it all
to the head of the interior decorating departnent instead of Hidie
who was doing it.

Who wes dolng the work?

th, that wes &

SITengenent, merion my lansusge.

de may have to lesve that one off the {renscript.

do we hired him and hrought hin over to the hotel. Uell we were
sick ond tired of thie Decouse Eddie woen't getiing snything out
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af 1t apd he wes dolng pll the work and he was getting c1l the
ponay 39 we hirved hin. And Bddie ==ints well, hinseld, you see.
So wa Begen the refurbishing of the hotel and we changed it 211
eround =0 it wes & serfectly lowely 2lace. It was quite charm-
irg. and of course, diring rrohibition until that got stralghtened
ot we had e fey olub thers. and then eventually we alsoe hed tha
tha ek ek Club.

T uwas golng to ssk you if the Pick ek went bock fo that period?
ok yes. That w2s & men's olub that wes kind of mrde up of business
men et Depnle who heod been in the froternitles spd thinss like
thet. e ooemed that up dowmstedrs ps 2 mmivets olub. At that
tine, Jorld tar IT, these officsrs would come in-—we hed the irmy
at Coe and the Hawy obt Cornell. And the officers would come in
thews spd they wers wvery =ngry %o see & guy Just in his niddie and
e “ents =nd his sadlex's eop on. It ¥2s John Turher who owned
Trmer's Hortusry who wos in there tho was in cherge of taking care
of all this beass and entertaining and sesing that everything was. . .
And they were putting him down, "Get that man out of here, we don't
want to be in there."™ I =said, "Well, this is your host."

Guaza whai!

They were snotty &3 hell.

Mot mdlitery tredition is & whole different thing.

A lot of militeey trodition that comes olong is Just ndlitexy
trafition from someons who Just got in the sxmy erd got in that
Job, you know,

Then, going beck to your mentioming the key club, etcetera,

thiot wos o wey for meopls to have a drink?
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They brought their own bottles. Technically that was the way that
was handled. Evervbody had a locker for their bottles. The liguor
was legal but vou couldn't have it by the drink. All of this kind
of thing was crazy. ©Of course Eoosevelt, one of the first things
he did was get rid of the prohibition thing. That was ome of the
worat things that ever happened to this country and it happened

to people. It was just dreadful.

It probably atimulated more drinking than would ever have occurred
otherwise.

Yea, it did. There were only & few people that drank, well, a
great many of them drank to excess but those things were hidden

in those days==in the family==it wasn't tresated as a disease, it
was treated as a gin and vou were a gsoclal leper. 1 know my
grandfather Hamilton always kept a keg of whiskey in his cellar-
good Scotch whiskey., He and Dr. Cogswell would come home £rom
their Hasonic meetings and say well now, I think we ought to hawve
a mnip: 5o they would have just a little glass of whiskey and

they would down it, mot as a shot but sip it. They would just
gay poodnight and go home. There never was any drinking. My
grandfather--when prohibition came he got rid of his whiskey and
never hed another drink.

That was not typicel for sure.

Mo, not of most people but my grandfather Hamilton was guite a

guy and he also was the Speaker of the House over here. He was

in the Legislature and he even ran for governor. He was guite a
guy anyway. But he followed the law, but of course evervbody

was a scoff-law dring prohibition. It was really bad. 1I'm so
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glad we're all over with that experiment because, as yvou say, it
just exaggerated the situation.

What other memories do you have of prohibition and how it affected
your social set or the people that you knew during that tima?
Well, most of the time I wasn't wvery much aware of what was

going on.

You were young, you were only in your teens?

That's right. It didn't begin to affect me, except that I saw how
some peapla behaved. 1 began hearing stories about what was hap-
pening, MNow mind vou, this is back in the 1920's, the early 1920"a.
When someone would beginm to emerge as an aleoholic, you would say-=-
our family doctor would be called in because "this man was out in
the snow by Blake Boulevard." ©Or that "somebody had brokenm into
one of our relatives houses and was found sleeping in the bedroom
when the family came home." You knmow, &ll kinda of things like
that. Accidents happening. And of course this was all fairly
well removed except in family cirvcles it was discussed and who

was doing this and what was happening. These were unusual circum=
stances. And history of alcoholism in different families and how
it affected them=--and sometimes the person would be in such bad
shape that they would try and shoot somebody and then they'd shoot
themselves, you see. And there were great tragedies everyplace.
But as children, we weren't so much aware of that. 1 was aware
that when somebody had some dandelion wine and if our families

hed & drink we would go out and taste it the next morning if they
were left om the tray. Dandelicon wine was sweet and sticky or

something like that, We would see what the drinks tasted like.
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Children sre eurlous,; they want to toy everything. Tt tasted

tarribls, mostly, if you really were intsrested. But of courss

came the tine when we were storting to grow up end there weas 211

kinds of stuff avellabls. Well o doctor slweys itested everything

to see 1f the fleme wes Dlue or whether it wes yellow.

Begeuse you ecould really gel seme very terrible liguor?

Tes, erd 1t was reelly bad. But the thing to do was drink. ALl

of & pudden--they had had things before but nobody had really dons

very mich drinking. And &1l of = swden it wes fashionsble. I

epn remenber one time st our house there were gquantitise of people
% were there and we had run out of licuor. There was some in

the beck zson =nd mother seld the perty hed gone long encugh and

wouldn't pive daddy the ey, And he wemt and zot the screwiriver

snd took the door rwight off. DBecsmuze £11 of these peaple wers

giemeerlng, you see.

Becguge they wanted e drink?

Thot's right., I remenber that ineident because the veonle wented

it g0 much they were sbout to fesr up . . .

They get 1o 2 certain stage and then it =eeps 1ike = fim thing to

da.

Yes. OF gourse we were ell upstsirs but we eouldn'™t help but

heszring.

You Imew what was hoooenine?

Yes, thet's right. Other drinking for the rest of us~-when we

reelly started it~-of course we were coming home from school, Tren

school, gnd that's when I firet had nmy first evperience. Jnd it

wes over =t the Carey's house and they wers heving Manhettens;
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thet swest, stlchky kind of drink with bowrbopn and vermouth. ind

I mot violently 111.

Oh sure, thet's ths flrst thing . . .

And that was the first time that I ever--oh, I just feit terrible, I
Just couldn't believe it. I wasn't used to drinkine.

Thet really tesses = lot of other memories of that tlme. To go
from nothing to pomething that wes . . .

Ard at school, for insisnee, peopls would heve beer. We slweys
keob beer on stoge Decense if you hod & looking glass or omything
else il thet, you mat beer over it end that would keep the lights
from rellecting back at the =udlence and seeing 211 the peopnle snd
everything. Beer snd epsom salis,

Toet's something T never heerd. Kind of = lgre of the theatre, I
SRR

Thet's right. Uell of course they elweys kevt the beer there amd
mametimes they hed something to drink for themselves. DBegsuse you
hec Lo go--cometimes you worked ell ndight on dress rehesrsal nights.
There wos one girdl in Cedor Rapdds and she 1iked beer smd sha'd
comes in end snitch the thesire beer. 5o they £illed un their
bottles with the epson s=lt end she never tried ggedn.

Ther waa the end of that?

(Laughter)

Lo you have meperies of-~you were 2 little oldexr ot this time,

in feot you woull hove been in your mid twentiles--then the besl:
holicsy cceurred. Hew did thet efTect your fomily? Coviously
your father was in = very ey pesition. Did wyour Temily find

thel thet was ¢ very deseging thing or did you eee howr thaot
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Jell we sz how it affected 2 lot of meonle sround us &s well,

lir fother hod been one of thoze vho saw 1t coming e=nd got hin-
gelf treperad, Dut it A4d ehponge o style of living beceuse

& grect decl of weath wee loot.

The whole czsh thing?

Yoz, The mroblem wes, I wos down there whon they were having the
=un on the lerchent's Banik.

You were dovm thera?

Yes, g wenhk dovn—and saw it, cr whatewer it wes, you Imow. I
wes wery interesting becsuse = bepking day in Cedar Renlds todey
is meh busier then the benk run. There wes headly anybody in
there, Heally, there weren't big orowls in there.

These weren't crowis of peonle bwesldng down the dooesT

Lo, there waren't. /fnd they pessed out the cesh, and guese wWhere
thoy mt it. Thay tool it xight over to the post office to mostal
savinge becouse they thought the government would deo it, The
govermments bools it -Tizht beclk to the lerchent's Sank.

o wey?

You ges, they just hsulaed it back amd forth. They mat It in ths
pootsl sevings end the government sent the noney rlght back over
to the Herchant's Bexk. It 41dn't neke oy difference how meny
caie, they all gpot their noney. Thay'd teke 1% over to posizal
povinge end it would came Tight bepk. Hea were told, =tay away,
you =ee. Anywey I wes down there for some occcasion or another
el there wes nothing more goding on in there except. that it wes o

busy doy ot the banli. And todoy's normol Donkdns wes mmch heewvler
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in treffic then ony mm on the Denl.

Do you Fnow why Herehentfs wes in & mich better mesition, then,

to sevive thot period?

You were recuidred by lsw-~therets o very interestine book here,

I juet got it from the Mershont's Benk telling sbout some of that,
The history of theit period?

Yom, they mat out =2 Dook 1ilke that. I went into the bhank the cother
Gagr==T benk oul st Vernom Village becapse I do my chopding over
in that eres, & 1ot of 1%. I sew 1t emd they said, yon cen take
it, this is the centennial year. It's got s 1ist of the people in
1t that founded 3it, you Imow, the money snd stuff. lersonslly,

we hesxd about it end wenit there, bubt there iwss pothing, And

of course, they had token over the other benk and mode overything
availeble. Thet was & really bad desl beecsuse . . .

Thare weze grast losses wiih The Coder Renids Netion=l Benk, I'n
oloe .,

Well yes. You see, Van believed what he wes told. His Ungle wea
hoad of o benk in Chleasgo.

Van Vechten?

Yei, young Van. Iy fether wes very plessed beceuse he wes--what-
ever it is that you do when you to6ok over the benk.

he receiver?

Ihe reeeivar, yes. Uy mother hat e lot of meoney 4n that end o 1od
of stogk =nd she had to ey double endemmity.

Thet*s right.

It wes o very diffleult thing exd of course it wes & very fine
benk. Iut the point wes thet they hed to recover the bed loens
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thot were mede. How the percon thot nmade the loans was Arthur
Collin's father. Arthur Collin'e fother bought up s whols lot

of land and he was one of those,

He was kind of a developer?

An entreprenmeur. What he wanted to do==he saw blg ferming coming
g0 he bought up the land and he took the houses off the land and
avarything, =pd opened it all up for farming. Whleh bothered the
farmers gonsidersbly in what he wea doing. He sold the bank the
nortgagas.

For thosgs farma?

Tae, he gave the benk mortgeges for the Tarms but they were second
nortgages.

And the bank didn't know that?

Ho.

Ch boy!

This wes e very unfortunste deal,

I'm sure it would make = scendal in the Gazetts at the time.

It waz terrible. Amd Arthur kapt letting his father run his own
conppany &md his father was grestly to blame for what hapmensd to
Collins Radio, too--hbecause he flred people like Lowell end other
maople who had been worklng there for years. When it came==-when
they got up later; they were all filred the minute they hit 50

Thare was no mrotegtion for them. But this was Arthur's father.

I'11 let you know. I won't say anything thet you wouldn't epproye
of',

It mentions in this book if you want to hamdle 1t the way the
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We interviewed Jim Coquillette and that will give uf sone of that
official version, 1'm sira.

He was alao one of the authors of this book and I think he wmrobably
hendled it very well. The main thing is it happensd, and it would
have been & terrible thing for Cedar Rapids, so the merchants
sterped Tight in end took it right over--lock, stock, and barrel.
And they kind of cushioned that blow?

You bet they did or there would hawve been terrible repercussions

if they hadn't dons it., And they were the only omes that were

gble to do that so they saved their skin. Van was not & very
grateful person in the first placse—the man had not matured enough
6. .

He weae wary younsT

Jell I don't know that he was ery . . o dell they were just heving
their shildren—well they hed alrepiy hed them, The main thing
wes==beceuse their children were eleo in my chiliren's theatre; 50
they'd been merried enough—but he wes not a epasonsd banker as
you might say. But my father was wery pleased with his prograss
after he Tounded the other bank. He would reed his statements and
everything, anl he said this men has tirmed into a very fine banker.
He went on to CGuaranty didn't he?

Yes. He ani Stamats -——- i there was a whole bunch of
other seople that went In and founded znother benk. Well it wesn't
because the bank was unfair, God knows, io them. But Ven had =
very dliTlault personality and he was not good with meople.

He could not work ln that field?
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He wasn't good with the customera. He wae very short temperasd

al he hed no grace about hi=s wey.

He hes & reputation as a charscter even today even though he

has been gone for a mumber of years.

Yos, well they were both cheracters and I loved them dearly. Both
of tham. They were wvery interesting: we were always good friends,
Angevine was a particular friend of mine, I alweye liked Van--I
loved his Tide. They wera always good friends: of mine.

There'e some wonderful steries about Angevime. T hawva heard
numerous stories. Bhe just muet hawve been one of the sirongest
mersonalities thet ever came down the mike.

Well she wee not Imown for her tect. It didn't melke any difference
to me. 5he made 211 Kinds of spoonerisms and boomers and boofers
end other things like that. Sometimes mal=-mrops. But the main
thing was that she waes reslly e very sinecere peracn and I just
loved her. She played a hell of a good game of bridge; she wes
genargus--she was generous to a fanlt, she was really kind, Hawve
¥ou got Merion Spith Miller down? I hops you do,

He heve her on our list.

Fleasa do, becausa she can tell you =11 kinds of interseting . . .
Congeries stories, right?

Tag.

In the community-—you touched on this somewhat. Do you have meno-
riss of how—-some of the merchants 414 = great deal just in the
benking situstion--but how 4id peeple in the community help each
other during thet veriod? There were no federal mrograme yet:

that w2z en In-betwecen time. Do you remember organiszed logzl
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charity or wae it mretiy much 2 matter of neighbor to neighbor?

Thamass Well in the firet plece things were run very differently down at
the offies, T had a friend, Greele Bryent, whoss Tather come from
one of the celleges that Coe sbscrbed. He ran the sthlstic pro-
gram there snd was & professor--gonderful paresn. Gracie worked
for the county es did some of the other people thet I Tmew. In
those days vou hed & cor znd vou went o sverybody's home. This
ie the resson why nething is working todey, it's boecsups there's
Bo persenal contzech. They take your word for what's goings on,
Gracie went into the home and sew whe was sleepng with whom and
ghe would mele the man pey the woman.

D3 There was mugh more responsibility, then, et thet time?

Themes: Yes. The county had to send them out. You didn't zet enything
il you were locked at; your whols famdly pacture tried 4o halp
out with that epd tried to 4o something. I Imow cne of the first
things that happened with the Junior Lesgue was that we were teking
in 211 of these children. Some of thesm were sewed in thelr under-
weer Tor the winter and we'd have to rlp them out you Inow.

Lo Thie was the soup kKitchen?

Themea: Yeg, thet's where I was asslgned to work. Everybody was assigned
to work making sandwiches for the chiliren, And I never 1liked
taldng care of children, anyway. DBut they had o bathe them and
do evwrything—sni potty them and se on. You had to wash their
elothes and wroctlezlly boil them to get the lice out end every-
thing slsa, Dui we reslized-—and & friend of rine, Zleapnor
Bassaner whose husbend worked for At Collins, beczme a nuixl-

tional director. Beesusze we found that peovls were going to the
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bedierles cnd Dagrdng doy old bread, or week olé brepd or whatewer
it wag, And they were buying nothing elss tut the bresd., And
you ceht Imcgine gt thet time there was ne nourishment to the bread
that was white bolted, bleached fleour with no nutrition in it vhat-
aoever. That was vhat they were doing. So anybody could go, their
coctor couli mend them ihere or they esould go thenselves and find
out how to spend their money so thet they would get . . .

They got the best . . .

Erotain. So thet they oould get protein, amd perticularly mrotein
and fats which were needed for the body., You see, corbohydrete
ig not=-your stomsch's mede for protein only.

finyway they were living off cerbohpirates and of course that's
Wy you get so many children that ere hyper and =211 that stuff.
Thet has nothlng to do with it, Wt =mywey.

Did you get into the soup Iitchen thing for thet very resson?

To glve then & mutritious megl?

Tesa, the whole point was that this mey be the only meal thet the
klds had; and so they got soup and 2 sandwich. ‘Thet wee the begt
thet we could do. Of course the stuff wes given to us amd we had
murechase some of it. But we had to work resl herd {to do thet.

Ind entextain the childpen-—we would mut them down for = nap. e
did =11 the things that you would do in = mre-school.

You It them for how long = perlod during the d=y?

A1 dsy,

A11 dsy long?

Yes, ell dey lomg. UWe hed a pouple of shifts and that wes what

happetad .
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I think you heve smewersd my guestion beautifully. The commundty
Teally did sgten in?

Yos, everybody. There were peodle to feed, and people tried to
glve peonle Jobe. They really 4id try and work together. OF
carse the cowmty waz & mach move symoothetie groun,. These o=
fenslonsls nowr, they heve e trofessionel ettitwde with a desdpan
fapa.

Then effl FB, O ¥you snd me. Thete's o seleration - isn't there?
You're not considersd 28 mush . .

That's right. And they trest them ke dixt! I tell you, I've
toden peonle dowm to thet office ovar many pariods of years who
were alchoholles, who hewve this or that. And they really are not
interested, they'wve got too meny pecnls and they'me nobt going in
angd looking ot the family situation. e could cut out sll thie
graft 1T we hed sent the peodle out--it would save money to pay
o et your secizl workers oub of the office and into the house.
Everylsy thet I liwe, It's 2 Bopp opera.

In other words, there'e go meny conflicte thot come begeuse of
thet gttitudeT Do vob find vourself piill doing middls-mnen workT
Yoz, I'vwe becoms e==tphat do vy gall it--omniey foving to helo
these people. Jod I'wve got come thet I've been worldng om, God
knows it's ten yesrs or more, toving to work with these meaple.
ird, the govnty st3ll won't de anythine sbout them, Hepdleapped
and other people 1lke thet end they won't sven mey thelr rent, or
they'll my it thres nonths of the year. They zrbitrsrily set
dowvm these rules, snd what ire you supposed to dot I tell their

Lol lady, 2¥e you trying to meis =2 beg ledy cut of ‘her? Ifve been
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down to the office, I'wvo talked to the head peaple end they're
Just adamant becamse they thinit she can work. Well, sha'z re-
tarded. &And she can wark, but you see they don't give her the
Jobs thet she can do.

Therels Just no follow throush.

oy Bl no compassion, ho widerstandins sbout it when she loses--
she wag Inocked dowm by & padr of Blacks, o women and o men, coming
hiome from llarcy Hespitel, robbed--2ll her tickets gons for her
food. No, they won't replace them. It's your foult beczuse you
got Imoeked dowm. I see 811 these things.

Things have gone downhill as fer sg you are concerned? In derms
of commmity charity?

I think so, yes. ihen the government takes over the eharity it
tekes exey your responaibility for doing what you meed to be doing.
It's cutting down=-=-all these new rules, there's not going to be
ary cherlty left becsuse the govermment is dolng what we oupht to
be doing.

They're not doing it well?

lo, they'=za doing 2 very ted Job end we'ze getting all kinds of
pecile who ore In there for the meney and not because they care
zbout the meonle. And they're treined out of this cering sbout
Deoile. lesr the mask, don't get Invelved enotionzlly. Hell, I'm
Invelved with & lot of meonle and it does me gool Deccuse 1t mokes
me feel--I'm gorry for them but it mekes me De charitable 1o the
point where it hurts becoupe of what's heppendng to these peopls.
It Teads you o & umen being when you cre doing that for other
people. If you are not doing thet with the right emotions, then
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thera could be some damage.

What worriesg me is that I run into these newborn people who'wve
just gradusted from the University of Towa and they'we got

piled high in deeds or Masters or all these differemt things.

And they don't really care about people. Scme of them do but
they haven't been sessonsad; there are no guides for them Eo

say, "Hey, use your judgement; now, in this cese." Or they

get cracked because they do.

I puesas the guestion I'd like to ask wou as a final gquestison ig==
what do you see about Cedar Rapids that not necessarily has
changed over the vears from that period when vou were growing up,
and up into the freshman years--what has changed, and is it
bhetter? Ia it worse? Ig it a mixed bag? How do you wiew the
community today as someone who has made such a commitment to it
over the years? ©Or is that too tough of a question?

I really feel that in some ways things are a lot better than they
used to be. But I feel that it's grown so much that I am missing
a lot of the people in the community that I would dearly love to
know. Because I've lost the closensss with some of the peopla
that T used to koow which is matural coming with age and the
changes in life. Sometimes I feel that there is too much politics
and fiddling and playing games and nmothimg at the gut level.
Things don't start with the right principles and emotions?

That's right. You see all these waiverings and all these cases
that you read about in the paper. The truth is not the truth
anymore, it's how you manipulate it.

Harket it?
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That'e righit, Justice==there's no such thins 25 Justice snynore,
i I think thet women zxrs 20 miich mode awors of relafiongldps

eri how they alfect meople, Hon are cut and dried; this is the
Lo, this is justioe, this is vhetever it is 1dike that. You cen't
heve roel ustica. You've zot to tempoer it 211 fhe time. You
heve to look et all the different elreumstences inetepd of just
tirowing this tlece of evidence out snd that out. I think: we need
to got beck i besics of peopls becanse we need to be Deople people.
And care?

Loving and eering, that's right. We have to rey for the spege we
ooouly.

Th=t's = good way to mut it.

This 1s the way I was brought up, this is your contribuation to the
commuity in which you Iive. You hawve things that other peornle
don't have so thet you heve to glve out of what you have to mekp=-
why =re you in this commumity in the first place? It's to glive
sonathing to them. It's your clvie rent.

I heve hesrd thet term before. Hell I epmrecizte your time and
your opennees with us dodsy. I Just think this hes been one of
the fineat interviews thaf we have done, I think it will ba very
valuable.

Jell if there's enything else, there's quentitles more thet we
hevan't aven .

Ch I knaw. I wish I could go en forever bt . . &

I Jmow you ean't.

fou cen't either, todey. Iieybhe there®ll be things we'll cane beck

on. But I do srwreclnte whot you've glven us, and thank you,
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You'll receive & copy of the transcript.

Thomas: Okay, and maybe some . . .

LD: If other things pop up we can get them.

Thomas: Yes, the Czech Fine Arts Society, there's just guantities of
stuff. But you know, it will all come out sometime, But you
need to get it all before it goes.

LD: That's right, and that's what we're trying to do.

Thomas: Yes. There are other people I know, that -- Mrs. Mochlmann
[Pat Wren], for instance was, bocavse she married Boland could
tell you something. And there's some people from the Czech Fine
Arts Boeciety. There's one on the Bosrd right now that's on our
Tuesday night group. We go back--z lot of us have been interested
in all these different fields. You'we probably got plenty of
Czech people who can tell you some of the history and things like
that. We uged to do the best. We used to dance out in front of
the City Hall down there. Have Czech dances and festivals and
things.

LD: You did that, tool

Thomas: ©Oh ves, I'm a good-—{laughter)

LD Thank you so moech.

Thomas: Well, thank vou. 1 just enjoved it a lot. The trouble iz, 1

can talk forewver.






