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Margaret Averill

INTERVIEW TOPICS
CEDAR RAPIDS: THE EARLY DECADES OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

I. PERSONAL LEAD-IN QUESTIONS
--When were you born? Where?
1 --How long have you lived in Cedar Rapids?
--What are your parents' names?
-~Where did you go to school?
1 --Are you married or single?
1 —-Did you raise a family? How big?
—--What has been your occupation (career) during your adult
years?
5 --Averill family backgroud

=

II. COMMUNITY TOPICS

A. Technology in the Community
1. Transportation
--Railway travel (Union Station, trips to Iowa
City on Crandic)
1,2--Trolleys (the Interurban)
2,39 —-Horses and First Automobiles

--Mud roads and the seedling mile

9 —-Hunter Airport and the first planes
--Cedar River (ferries, floods, dams)

2. Communications
--Newspapers
--Radios
-—Advertising
--Telephones

B. People in the Community
1. Amusements/Recreation
--Motion Pictures
--Cedar Rapids Parks
--Dances
--Carnival Week
--Chautauqua
—-Community Theater
--Little Gallery
--Symphony Orchestra
—-Circus
--Greene's Opera House
--Amusement Parks (Alamo)
—-Camps
——Community Centers (YWCA, YMCA)
T-8 —-Brucemore Parties
2. Famous Characters
--Cherry Sisters
19-23 —-Grant Wood
\ --Carl Van Vechten (The Tattooed Countess)
17,18,21,23,24-27 —_Marvin Cone
7,8,9,10,13,14,15,16,39 --Howard and Margaret Hall
7,13,14,16 --Mr, and Mrs. George B. Douglas
9 --Herbert Hoover
QO —-Harry Truman
9 --Boating with Herbert Hoover's sons
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3. Lifestyle
--Life before air conditioning
f —-Winter Activities
27-28 =-Holidays (Memorial Day, July 4, Thanksgiving,

Christmas) 7-8,13,14-16 --Brucemore
7-8 --Clothing 10 --Cottage of Margaret
--Toys and Howard Hall
--Saloons/Taverns 20 --Palisades house
--Farm Life 10-13 --Yachting

5-T7 —-Hilltop- Averill family home
4, Family Life
3-4 ,27-28 =-Household Help
--Women's Roles
--Childrens' Activities/Behavior
--Sunday activities (Church life, Sunday Blue
Laws)

5. Ethnic/Minority Life
3,4,5 =-Immigrants (Czech, Greek, German, etc.)
--Indians
--Segregation of Blacks
~-Jobs Available

C. Organizations and Institutions in the Community
1. Education
—--Cedar Rapids Schools 43-L4li ——Dog show
13,14 ,37 —-Coe College 41 --Children's theater
' --Mount Mercy College
--Cornell College
17 ,40-41 —-Junior League of Cedar Rapids
2. Government
--City Services
--Streets/Roads
--Relationship with Marion (Courthouse Dispute)

3. Medical
42-43,17,18,28-A-30,31-38 --Hospitals- St. Luke's
29,36 —--Patient-Doctor Relationship
--Broken Bones
--Polio, TB, Debilitating Diseases
--House Calls
—-Home Delivery of Babies
16,18,30,39,40 --Red Cross
18,28,30 --Gray Ladies
17,.28-A.39-40 --Schick General Hospital -Army Hospital in Clinton
31-34,42 --St. Luke's Auxiliary
36-37 --Nurses
39 --Flu epidemic of 1917
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4., Business and Economy

--Local Factories (Douglas Starch Works, Quaker
Oats, etc.)

--Local Brewing Companies

--Retail Businesses /Department Stores

--Professions

--Banking and Finance

--Restaurants (Greek Restaurants in 30's)

--Businesses that no longer exist (old
groceries, drygoods, icehouses)

--Farmers Market

--Mills on Cedar River

—-Buildings Erected

--Manual Labor/Types of Jobs

--Companies (Labor Unions, Strikes, Pay)

5. Attitudes/Values
--Children/Discipline
--Sex/Petting
—--Charity
--Divorce
--Work
--Working women, Voting Rights for Women
--Patriotism (World War I)

D. Historic Events in and Outside the Community
1. Catastrophic Events
--Clifton Hotel Fire (1903)
--Douglas Starch Works Explosion(1919)
--Bank Closings (1933)
--Lyman-Stark Building Collapse(1913)
——Public Library Murder(1921)

2. National Historic Events
--Womens' Suffrage
.18,29-39 ——World War I -Prisoners of war in Clinton
--Roaring 20's
--Prohibition
—-Great Depression



MARGARET BEERSTECHER AVERILL

Margaret Beerstecher Averill was born in 1898 in Three Rivers,
Michigan, the daughter of Nora Dudley Beerstecher and Frederick
Beerstecher. She came to Cedar Rapids as the bride of Worth Averill
in 1923. 1In 1924 they had twins, Dudley and Nancy.

Mrs. Averill quickly became a part of community life in Cedar
Rapids. She worked extensively as a Red Cross volunteer, a member of
Junior League, and a member of St. Lukes Hospital Auxiliary. She was
instrumental in establishing a psychiatric unit at St. Lukes Hospital

in the 1950's. Her memories also include Brucemore, Marvin Cone, and

Grant Wood.
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Where were you born?

In Three Rivers, Michigan.

You have been here 61 years, so you were married and came here in 1923.

Is that right?

That is right.

And started to raise a family, and tell me about your family.

I had twins, Dudley and Nancysborn in July 29, 1924, had them right away.

Tell me your impressions of Cedar Rapids when you arrived as a bride.

I liked it very much, it was a nice size. It was just 48,000 and you
came to know almost everybody and it was very friendly. I remember

the streetcars going up and down.

Where did you live?

I lived on A Avenue for two years then we moved to 1831 Second Avenue,

S.E.



What kind of car were you driving then, do you remember?

I remember that Worth had a brand new Oldsmobile to bring us home from

the hospital.

Was it open?

No, it was a closed car, to take the twins home in.

You said something about early Cedar Rapids, something about Street-

cars, did you ride them?

I have never been on a streetcar in my life, but I remember them very

well, and I have never been on a bus in my life.

Did you have a car of your own then?

Not then, then later we got a second car, which was a Ford and I don't
think it was convertible, it must have been a coupeor a rumnabout,
I guess they would have called it at that time. I remember it was

stolen from our garage, right soon after we got it.

Did you get it back?

We did get it back, it was all right.

You said you lived right across the street from Dr. Bailey.

Yes, Dr. Fred Bailey.

Your nose and throat man, whe was very prominent, and then near the

Johnsons.



Near the Johnsons, second house from Elmer Johnson and his wife and Ella.
And the twins went to preschool?

They didn't have preschool at that time, they went to Johnson, and at the

beginning of ﬁinth grades they went away to boarding school.

Where did they go?

Dudley was at St. John's Military Academy and Nancy was at Milwaukee Downer.
Did they walk to Johnson?

Yes, they walked to Johnson.

And they had friends that they gathered up on the way probably.

Yes, Charys Lenzen and Betsy Blaise, were living close by and they went

back and forth to school together.

With twins, I know you needed help in the house. Tell me how you got

vour household help.

Well, some of the best people I had were through the YWCA and, in fact,
a maid lived in with me for 27 years. I got her through the Y, and she
came to Cedar Rapids in 1923, but I didn't have her until much later.

She came from Ely.
Was she of Czech origin?
Yes, Czech.

So she lived in.
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RK:

MA:

That was Rose, that I had so long. That was the last one that I have had, live-in

and she was very good helpyand I found all the Czech people were very good.
Where they difficult to find?

No, one time I put an ad in the paper for a nurse maid, and I had 26 replies.
Can you remember what you were paying help then?

I think $20 a week.

And they stayed right there.

They stayed in the house.

And had six or seven days that they were there. Did they have a day off?

Oh yes, they had a day off every week, and then usually on Sunday, if I

didn't need them why they were free.
So you made lots of friends among the Czechs.

Yes, I did they were wonderful people.
'They were a great addition to Cedar Rapids.

I think so. I remember the last time I heard anybody mention the number
of people and I think it was soon after I came here, there were 10,000
Czechs, I was told.

I think we've missed that influx, haven't we?

I think so.

When the immigration was cut off.

It's very hard to find good help now.



What they gave to the city, can you say what you think they have given

to the city?

Oh, I think they have given a lot,;and we had so many professional men
and women, who were Czech. Farms and gardens are so lovely, and of
course, the national Bohemian cemetary is in Cedar Rapids. I think they

are great people.

I do too, they are hard working and industrious and save money.

Dependable.

Margaret, when you were married to Worth Averill, it was a very noted
Cedar Rapids family who had made great contributions to the city. Tell
me a bit about Worth's grandfather, who was anearly Cedar Rapids pioneer,

we spoke of his building a house and his intials.

He was Arthur T. Averill and he and his wife lived at 1120 Second Avenue,
built a large home there, and had a son, Glemnand a daughter, Jessie.

The Averill house was later turned over to St Luke's Hospital,and it
became a dormitory for the students of practical nursing. Later it was
sold, and it is now occupied by a lawyer and the members of his firm,

who have restored the house to its original setting and it was built in

1870. It is now called Averill House.

And when you were a bride, Worth's father, Glenn lived, maybe not lived
there They lived in the country,at a big home in the country.and the

name of that?

Hillgrove, it was on Ivanhoe road.



How is it now?

Well, it has gone through several hands,and people have tried to restore

that to its originalstate, but not quite, but itk still occupied.

Must be a large one.

Very large.

Now Glenn was Worth's father, and he had an aunt, whom I knew, Jessie, and

Jessie lived there with, was that a cousin that she lived with?

A cousin, yes, she came to live with her. She came from Chicago and her

name was Lulu Averill.

I remember my mother taking me to call there, and it was a great experience
to be in that big house, and you were there often. Did they have a

ballroom on the third floor.

Yes, they had a ballroom on the third floor, and they used to have very
large parties and dinner parties, they had dancing, they had piano, they

had orchestra, and everything was set for about 24 people.

You mean the dinner table?

Well I don't think they could all sit at one table but 12 could sit at
one table and I think perhaps they had, a lap supper or something. I

don't know just how they did it.

And you were there often?

Yes, but not at that time.



But you mean the A.T. Averill's had these lovely big parties.

Yes, that's right.

And they must have been very good friends with the Douglas'.

Very good friends, in fact, Mother Averill and Mrs. Douglas were very good
friends when I came. Margaret was my first caller and Howard was the
first person I met outside of the family when I first got here, and they

were my life-long friends.

Think of that, and they were your very first callers to come and welcome

you to Cedar Rapids.

That's right.

My, what old, old friends, and you must miss them a lot.

I sure do.

People have asked me to ask you questions about the Halls, because we
are appreciating Brucemore so much and we like to imagine the parties

there. You said that they didn't give a great many.

No, they didn't, what the biggest party that I've known them to have
was a "Gay Nineties" party. I'm sorry I don't know the exact date,
but it was on Howard's birthday, and it was New Year's Eve, and

it was a costume party, it was great fun and I still have pictures of

it, not here but I have them.

What did you wear?



I wore a ball gown that belonged to Margaret's aunt and Worth was dressed

as a Confederate soldier, but they all thought he was a mailman.
How were the other people dressed?

Oh, Margaret wore a gown, of black sequins, a long gown, and Howard wore
tails and a top hat, and I know everybody had a different costume, I don't

remember.

And you have pictures of that?

I have pictures of that but they are at my summer home, they're not here.
Can you remember other people who were there?

Oh, if I stopped to think about it I probably would, but right now, I
remember that the Holmes'were there and I remember having, they had a

champagne supper and Mr. Dows was at my table, I remember that.
Dressed Up?

Dressed up, everybody was, everybody and they still have a picture of

Margaret and Howard in their game room downstairs. Oh, it was such fun.
Did they have an orchestra, did you say, that you danced to.

No.

No orchestra there.

I don't remember that they did, no, but it was a fun evening. Now,other
than that, they entertained very littlesand they would have different

people for dinner or out of town guests for the weekend, and of course,



they entertained Hoover twice, and let see who else?

Well, lets sees they've entertained Hoover's son and I remember the quite
important picture in the library of Hoover and Truman sitting together.

Where you at any of those parties, Margaret?

No, I wasn't. Howard asked Worth to help entertain the Hoover boys and

so we all went out to the airport, Dan Hunter's airport, now the two boys
were not supposed to go in the same plane, the same boat, or the same

car, at the same time, you know, but they did. Worth and Howard took them

up in Dan Hunter's 1little plane, We were all so worried! Then they came
back and both Howard and Worth had boats up the Cedar River, so we got

them in the car and took them up there.They went in the beats, and then, when
it was time to come home, I don't know how it happenedsbut I was the
chauffeur for our car that had one of the boys in it,and I was so scared

that I would hit something on the way home! We managed all right, but

it was an exciting afternoon!

How old were those Hoover boys then? Were they in their 20's or were

they younger?
Oh, no, they were grown, they must have been in their 20's.
Maybe out of college?

Could be,I don't remember that part, but I know they did all these things

they weren't supposed to!
They must have been enjoyable people, too.

Yes, they were very nice. And now Margaret would have a tea now and then,
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and, of course, she entertained her sewing group, which she belonged

to since school days, and I remember she had a tea for the Sastaining
Leagee members, when some of the new members were brought in. But, really

as far as actual parties, they had very few. They would take their friends
to their cottage, entertain them down there, they liked that better than

having it at the house.

RK: I have a wonderful story about that. Wewere down there for dinner or
picnic, and Howard would go around asking everyone, Gnd there would be
about eight or ten of us), how we wanted our steaks, and we would say
"medium rard’, 'well-done, and he would nod and Margaret would turn to me
and say,'Pe always asks thats and they always come out the same!" My, what

wonderful hosts they were down there!

MA: They were,and then of course, they had the place inliarathon » Florida,
which was lovely,and they had guests for a short durationj their house

wasn't made for much company.
RK: And you were down there.

MA: I was down there. Father Averill owned a yacht, and then he wanted to sell it,

and Howard and Margaret bought it.
RK: Oh, that was the history of that yvacht, I didn't know that.

MA: And it was called the Marlatta, part of my name and part of Carlotta's
name. Carlosma was Arthur Averill's wife,Marlotta. At the World's Fair,

that would be'31,'32,'333-I don't know which.

1
33, they brought it up to Chicago and on to Charlevoix and we went up there

and were with them on the boat in Charlevoix. Then when they took the

boat back down to Florida, we met them at Peoria and went down quite a
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long ways with them. Irene was with us then; she wasn't married.

They brought the boat from Florida, way up to Charlevoix?

Yes,the inner coastal, and then up the canal and up to Chicago.

Then you said something about Peoria?

They started down, and then we took our car and went to Peoria and got
on the boat. Then we had a man drive our car on down, I don't know if
it was New Orleans, or where we got off. So we were with them part of

the way down.

Wasn't that an experience!

It was great. Then when we visited Miami, the next year, we had the child-

ren with us,and we were with them on the boat there.

How big a crew did he have on that boat?

Oh, they only had —Father Averill was a graduate of engineering and he
was, the reason he bought a Rolls Royce was to see what made it run,
and he bought the boat for the same reason. So,often they had only the
cook,who was a captain really, and Father Averill. I don't remember how

much Howard had. It only needed two men,really.

Such a good looking boat, they always had a model in the library.

Nancy has that now.

How nice your daughter, Nancy, has that model now, because it had an

Averill beginning.
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He had it made in Fort C(Clinton, Ohiosand while they they were making it,
Worth and I went from our Michigan place up to Ohio, to see them building

1t.

How many did it sleep?

Wellsfour besides the cook. No more than that--six, I think it was six

besides the cook.

llarlotta. Was that name on the front of that?
I don't remember if they changed it or not.

So, it was Glem Averill, Worth's father, who had that built. Isn't that
just fascinating, because I have often wondered about it. Well,you knew

it well,didn't you, Margaret?

I sure did, from the time it had its first plank put in.

And did you use some champagne to launch it?

I don't think so, I wasn't there when it was launched.

Was Margaret a good sailor?

Yes. Well we never went, we started, while Father Averill still owned
it, we started from St. Petersberg to go to Cuba and it was the year
after the big storm. That would be about 1928,and the Coast Guard came
out and made us go back, because it was starting to boil up again. And
we went to, we went into the Bay of Sarasota,and the anchors wouldn't
hold, so we had to go over to the city dock,and they hardly had enough

fenders to hold it off of the dock. I remember they took Worth's mother
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and me off the boat at midnight, because it was just terrible, It was
so rough, and we could hardly walk to get to a hotel, the wind was so

terrible. So we never got to Cuba. That was when people went to Cuba.

I am so glad to know about this yacht because,as I said, I had seen the

model of it so much in the library.

Then they sold that,and got a bigger one, and I was never on that because
Margaret didn't go in it, hardly ever after he died. I saw its.but I was

never on it, not that omne.

Which all brings up memories of Brucemore and how much you were there,
Tell me how you think Margaret and Howard would feel right now about

Brucemore and how it is used as a cultural center for the city?

Well I'm sure they would both be delighted because it meant so much,
Especially to Margaret, since she was brought up there,and to think that
it's being kept up so beautifully,and that so many people who never had
an opportunity to see it before are seeing it now and enjoying it. In
fact, go back farther than that. I think Mrs. Douglas would be delighted,
because she used to have concerts there, and people dancing on the lawn,
and all kinds of groups there, sc,I think,go back to her. I think they

would all be simply delighted with it.

Do you remember being there for any particular thing that Mrs. Douglas

had?

Not any particular thing, no. I remember Mrs. Douglas, always had her

hat on and her dog under her arm.

Yes, I know she did a great deal for the Coe faculty, because my family



were the recipients of that, being on the Coe faculty. She was the first
woman trustee of Coe,and came on the board soon after Mr. Douglas' death.
You were saying, before,that at Mrs. Douglas' funeral, you and Dr. Bailey

were with Howard, because he was ill?

He was ill in bed in Garden House and they had the service piped over to
the house so we could hear that,and then someone else came and I went
over and stayed with Margaret at Brucemore, right after the services.
Father Campbell was still there, and I wasn't there right during the

service but I heard it.

Father Campbell had that service?

I'm sure he did, because he was the one that was there.

And what were you saying about the dog and the lion?

The day of the service they wanted--Howard wanted to get his dog down to
the vets. There was so much commetion around there,and people were afraid
of the dog, but the dog knew me, so I got him in the back seat and some-
body drove him down there. And then people were afraid to feed the little

baby lion down in the basement. So I went down to feed the lion.

Margaret what did you give the baby lion?

I don't know what it was.

Where was he in the basement, in the laundry?

In a cage, a large cage, I don't remember which room.

He was in a cage?

14



Oh, yes.

15

Because sometimes he was out, wasn't he?

I didn't see him

So you went down
and I think last
of the questions
buried out there

in lions?

I have a picture

out much,really.

there to feed him. Well,people going through Brucemore,

year there were over 20,000 who went through, and one
is about, always about a lion, andsof course, he is

in the dog cemetery and do you know how Howard got interested

of Howard with the lion's paws up over his back. I have

that up in my Michigan house. He knew people at MGM in California, and I

think he had a picture taken with a lion out there, you remember that

was their trademark, the lion. That's how he got interested in lions.

Then Leo was a descendant, or .

I don't think he

was related to the MGM lion, I don't think so, and that

was so sad the way Leo died.

Oh, ves, do you want to tell that,because people are often asking about

it?

Well: he was in a

cage out by the garage, and people used to come around.

i1t was very secure, they could come and see him. But some children were

fooling around there and they poked a stick in his throat, and, as a re-

sult of that, the

lion died.

And they really couldn't treat him.

No.
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Oh, that was sad, it was unfair.

Yes, it was.

He was such a part of Cedar Rapids, because he roared every afternoon at

five.

I could hear him roar down at my house on Second avenue.

Yes, and of course,we lived right behind, and it was like a streetcar
going by, you didn't hear from Leo after awhile, when it was 5 o'clock.
I think you'reright about what you say about Mrs. Douglas enjoying all
this, as well as Margaret and Howard. Their generosity certainly con-

tinues, doesn't it.

It is too bad,in a way, that people didn't realize all of the good that
they all did, Mrs. Douglas, and Margaret, and Howard. So many things
have come to light since they diedsof people who were being helped, that

people didn't know about.

They were so humble and modest about it. Yas,that's true,it's all coming
to light so much that they did. I was so close to Howard in working with
the Bender swimming pool. He was the one who gave me the big send off.

Now, I think aboui_hqw;M@rgareu.HalL,(and we were talking about Bruce-

more) was the one who was responsible for Margaret Averill making a big

contribution to the Rad Cross, tell us about that.

Well, she worked in the office at Red Cross. I remember she was doing some-
thing at the YMCA and I went down to see her and she said/Oh, you should
sign up for something'and I said,'lell,what would it be?'" and she said,0h,

I don't know!and I said!'Well I did,way back in World War I, I did some



17

driving foraRed Cross nurse and I had some training in motorcar. Well she
said that would be nice, so that was the beginning of my 20 some years in

Red Cross. Then I did various things from then on.
What all did you do for the Red Cross?

Well, I wasliaisonbetween the chapter here and the activities in Shick Hospi-

tal in Clinton and I would drive back and forth.
And you would drive back and forth with people, or with doctors?

Nosnot doctors, with people It was the camp and hospital.council,.it was
called. The Junior L eague at that time helped with some supplies that we
needed to take down there, I took supplies down. I remember, one time
Marvin Cone loaned some of his pictures to go in the auditorium down there
for a certain length of time, and I took Marvin and Winnifred and the pictures
down in my stationwagon. When we got down there were Italian prisoners of
war and we had a terrible time finding somebody of command that would speak
E nglish. They all came down and wanted to help, help unload the pictures.
They could do that all right,but after that we had to get somebody else to
supervise it. So I was on the Red Cross board most of the time for 20 years.
I was kind of liason between that and the psychiatric unit when it started

at St. Lukes. They had Gray-Ladies there and different people. So I was

associated with it for over 20 years.

My you've made big contributions! To go back to Clinton, how often a week

would you go down there?

Oh, it wasn't that often. They had the meetings down there once a month.
So I always went once a month and then would try to get supplies to take

down in the mean time and go down again.
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And you were in uniform,as I remember, the Red Cross uniform. This was
during and immediately after the war, we had Italian prisoners there. Were

there any other kind of prisoners there?

Not that I recall, there probably were, but I don't remember. It was a

heart-breaking thing to see the planes come in with these men,all the way

from a full-body cast. to the mental patients. That got my interest in the psychi-

atrié unit. is why I, how I got into mental health. In 1953, the members
of the board of mental health, we had a meeting and working though the
hospital is how I got in on it. It was to put the trained volunteers in the
psychiatde unit. So I was with the psychiatric for 20 years, I over—lapped,

you see.

Oh Margaret, my you've done a lot! We're going to talk about St. Luke's
Hospital a little later and all that you contributed for 27 years, I think
or more. Because when Margaret Averill name's is mentioned, St. Luke's
goes right along with it. But it all started down with your Red Cross work

down in.
Well,a lot of it did, yes.

To seeing these prisoners come in that needed you. How did they react to

Marvin Coneks paintings?

Oh, well it was different, of course the psychiatric patients were sort
of confingl to quarters, they didn't get around that much. Most of them
enjoyed; but,of course, most of them could not appreciate them. It made a

nice cheerful room, you know,in the auditorium.

Marvin's paintings give a feeling of peace and serenity and beauty.
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MA: Then I think T went down when we picked them up.

RK: Talking about Marvin Cone and what he did for those prisoners of war, down
in Clinton at the hospital there, with Margaret taking him down with his

paintings, which, of course, reminds everyone of his best friend, Grant Wood.

I know you were close to Grant Wood.

MA: T knew Grant Wood, mostly because he was married to my husband's aunt, and
got to know him quite well, in fact He was commissioned to do a painting
for Upjohns, in Kalamazoo,Michigan. So he and Aunt Sarah came down to my

summer home in Three Rivers.

RK: Was he painting it there or had he done it?

MA: He was painting it there.

RK: What was it?

MA: It was a portrait.

RK: A portrait of maybe one., . .

MA: One of the executives of the state.

RK: Maybe, I think it's (Alcott.)

MA: Kalamazoo, oh, Battlecreek, oh what do you mean?

RK: Oh no, at Kalamazoo, of the Upjohn's boys.

MA: Upjohn's are inKalamazoo.

RK: Oh, I was thinking of the Gills, I met. So he did a portrait of one of

the founders, or the president, or someone. So he did it at your cottage?
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No, no, no, I say he came to our cottage to visit us.
So he had already painted it.
He was in the process of painting it.
But he didn't paint it there?
Not at my house.

So he was married at that time to your husband's aunt, Aunt Sarah. What

did you do at the cottage, was he interested in the water and . .

Well, he was interested, the house was quite new then, it was built in
1936. The house was quite new, and it has an enormous fireplace and a
very wide chimney shows on the outside and it's all white. He said, "I'm
so glad that you didn't put an ornament on the chimney." He loved the
place, but he was so glad that we didn't put anything on there. He knew
so many that put an initial or something on there. He liked it. Then he

visited us several times at the Palisades our house in the Palisades,
Grant and Aunt Sarah.

Yes.

Did he enjoy the beauty of the Palisades?

Yes, he did.

I don't know if he painted, did he paint anything of the river or the is-

land?

No, not that I know of.
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I don't know of any either. He loved to paint, I've enjoyed his flowers

that he's painted, the ones we have.

Now Margaret and Howard have a picture of their new place, you know that

painting. I can't remember who did that.

I don't know, I can see it.

It wasn't Grant, because that was after his time. I remember going with
Marvin and Winnifred to see Grant in the hospital in Iowa City, just a
little while before he died. He was sitting up in bed and was so glad

to see us.

And his humor was still on tap, I understand. But how sad for Marvin to
have to say good-bye to such a dear friend. That was the last time Marvin

saw him too?

I don't know that, it was the last time I saw him.

My, what a loss it was, he was so young.

And Marvin too.

My, Cedar Rapids has been fortunate to have had such creative wonderful

people.

That's wonderful.

And Aunt Sarah, the marriage, lasted about three years, didn't it?

I think so.

They weren't very well suited to each other.
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No, I don't think so, She was rather tempermental, she'd been in
light opera, had a wonderful voice and did much of her singing in Chicago.

No, it was too bad, it just didn't work out.

Too bad, and her name, she had been married before and her name had been

Sarah?

Maxin, originally, Sherman, Sarah Sherman Maxin.

And the Sherman was here, wasn't it;or not?

Sherman was Mother Averill'sname, they were sisters.

So where did Sarah grow up, did they grow up in Cedar Rapids?

They came from Monticello, and she was in Chicago a long, long time when
she was married to Dr. Maxin, who was a dentist. They lived in New Buffalo,

Michigan, on Lake Michigan.

: Wonder where Grant and Sarah met, how did they know each other?
Here in Cedar Rapids.
At a party or something?

I don't know that. She was very nice to his mother, she was very fond of

his mother and was very nice to her.

Which was her, oh you mean to Grant's mother, oh,that's nice. She lived

with them,didn't she? Did Grant's mother live . . . ?
I don't think so, not that I know, I think she was gone.

Oh, she knew her before,then. Well then, anything else you want to say about
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Grant Wood, you have a Grant Wood, don't you?
I have four, I think.
You have four Grant Woods, my, how you treasure them.

I do, because Marvin told me that he doesn't know of any other boat pictures

that Grant made, and I have an oil and a water color, both,

Oh, that's a Grant Wood, I didn't realize that. It's a picture with about

five sailboats, in theharbour.
The other one, I think, has two boats, it's in the other room.

We're looking at the Grant Wood paintings, which, Margaret, you said he didn't .

Marvin told me, I was lucky to have these two, because he didn't remember

Grant doing any other boats.

These were done in France, and theyie'sailboats, and there are about five

in this one, and threreare three or four in the other, theyfte lovely.
The second one is done in oil.
Tell us about the other Grant Wood, that he did in Paris.

That's called "Woman on the Klee', and it shows a huddled figure of a woman on a

doorstep, that was alos done in France.

And it's hanging right near one of Marvin's, and tell us about that one.

Well, that is a cloud picture, and there was a time when Marvin quit painting

clouds and went to the more modern things, so I commissioned him to paint
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this one, and I am very fond of it.

And tell us the other Marvin Cone's you have.

I have two more that he did in France, and then I have an etching, a

portrait of myself.

Which is lovely. You remarked about one of the Marvin Cone's you have in
your library, and tell us what Marvin said about that, because it's so

really unique with Marvin.

Marvin never praised his own work, in fact, he didn't, he almost belittled
his own work, but when I got this one he said,'That is a good one." So I'm

specially pleased to have that particular one.

Because I don't think Marvin ever said that very often.

No, I don't think he did.

No, he would say,'You may not want this painting; you may get tired of this
painting." You had to argue with him to buy it. But when he said, "That's

a good one'.., Its a painting of rooftops.

Rooftops of Paris, it's called.

So, it's a treat to be here and see these lovely paintings by our famous
Cedar Rapids artists, we could talk a great deal about Marvin because

you've been so close to him, and I so close to Winnifred.

That's right, thley're lovely people, and I've known them ever since I've
been in Cedar Rapids. 1In fact, soon after I came to Cedar Rapids, Colonel

Robbins had a party for the people that were in the 34th division, that
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were still in Cedar Rapids,—that were in his outfit. And Worth was in
his outfit, in fact, he was a chauffer for him in New Mexico and that's

where I met Marvin.

Now this was?

Soon after I came here.

So that would be about 1923 and Marvin was at this party. Marvin was an

ambulance driver during in the war.

No.

He was in the war.

Yes, but I don't remember what he did, I don't really remember.

But Colonel Robbins gave a party.

Got them all together, all those that were in Cedar Rapids.

So it must have been in about 1Y23, the war hadn't been over very long,

the first world war.

Well, I think it was a little more than that, because Winnifred didn't
come to the party because Doris was a baby, and Doris is older than my

children. So it must have been a little later than that.

My, you could tell lots of stories about Marvin's humor.

Yes, I can't think of any particular one, but he cared very little for
material things and he would never have a car and finally in the winter,

it was difficult getting back and forth to Coe, so he bought a second
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hand car, and he didn't care anything about cars, and didn't know much about

them. But he was a great person.

A great person, his humility, I always think of his modesty and his humility
and his great ability that he had. We are the ones so fortunate to live here
and be able to see so many of his paintings. I just wonder how many he

did, Winnifred keeping a catalog of those, isn't she?

I don't know.

I don't know, but they're all lovely. Tell us a little about Marvin, when

he wasn't painting.

Well, when he wasn't painting, he was studying, I think and he of course,
taught at Coe, both art and French. So he kept himself busy that way
He was not very interested in social things, he was a home-body. He was

very content with his life ; I think he enjoyed living that way.

He was the most enthusiasic grandfather, as | remember. He thought being

a grandfather was about the greatest thing one could be.

Yes, he has four grandchildren, all nice people.

And one with his ability.

Yes.

At least one of them, who is really an artist.

Steven, he lives in Germany, studying and painting and having exhibits.

Marvin would be very proud of him.
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He would.

It's interesting how that ability has come down. I think the other children

have it in a different way, too, don't they, the other grandchildren.

Yes, they do.

We're going to talk about Thanksgiving and what Margaret did when her children
were little, and some of the family traditions. This being near Thanks-

giving right now.

Usually, we went with the family, either Hillgrove, in the country, for
Thanksgiving. Later we went to Aunt Jessie Averill, Aunt Jessie's house
for Thanksgiving and Averill's house. Later I had the Thanksgiving dinner

at my house.

Tell us about what you had and what you did, if you had it at noon.

We usually had it about one o'clock, and had all the trimmings with the tur-

kew of course.

Now you had, what we don't have now, all the help you had then. So, did

you have a cook and a waitress and a maid and, tell us about that.

At Hillgrove they had two couples, it was a very large house. Aunt Jessie
always had at least one, and then when she had big parties she would have

help, besides the one that lived there.

How many did you have at home?

It depended, I mean, probably six or eight, and I

Oh, you mean six or eight guests, I thought you meant servants.



No, just one.

And then you had a driver.

Well, I had a nursemaid and a cook and then

But Thanksgiving was a regular happy time.

it?

END OF SIDE ONE
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later we had a driver.

Was there anything else about
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BEGINNING OF SIDE TWO

We're going to talk about the Red Cross and her big contributions over
many years ot St. Luke's Hospital. Margaret, when you were going down

to the Army Hospital, what is the name?

Schick General.

Schick General, as a Red Cross worker in uniform, you did get some ideas

of what Cedar Rapids needed, didn't you?

Yes, I visited the psychiatric unit in the hospital in Clinton, many times,
and as the soldiers returned, the servicemen returned home, there was

a great need for psychiatric help. In 1953, the head of the mental health
unit selected two or three people, which formed a nucleus to work with

St. Lukes Hospital, to set up a psychiatric unit for the patients.

That was in 1953 that we planned it and soon after that one wing of the
hospital was set aside for the psychiatric patients. Gray Ladies worked
there and there was a large program for, training program for volunteers.
They were carefully screened and supervised while they were working

there, and it grew, and grew, until there are three separate units at

St. Lukes Hospital, now, for the psychiatric patients.

How many does that include, how many patients is that?

I'm sorry, I can't tell you, and it varies with the kind of patients you
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can have. One unit is a locked unit. The other two are not, those for the

people who are recovering.

Margaret, what psychiatrists did we have way back in 1953, what was the status

of that in Cedar Rapids?

Well, 1 think we had four at that time, and they worked with us and helped
with the training. Of course, all this was approved by the head of the hos-
pital. It really was a wonderful thing and the volunteers are still working

with the psychiatric patients at St. Lukel.

1 would think youlifeel proud of that, because that was so needed. What

did doctors do before they had that unit there, with mental patients?

I don't know, I think they just went into the regular hospital unit, because

there was no special one at that time.

In seeing these war prisoners or these boys returning from war needing the
psychiatric care and help, could you tell us a little bit more about that,
some of these were Italian prisoners of war and some were American soldiers

coming back.

Oh, yes there were several different nationalities, but the prisoners of
war were all Italian, at that time. Dr. Sedlacek was a great help, the

father of the Sedlacek boys, he was a great help, setting that up.

Were there others in Iowa, at that time, other units?

I presume, I'm not sure of that. There were none in Cedar Rapids.

Very needed.
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Badly needed, of course some of these boys went to the veteran's hospital

in Iowa City, I also visited that, and their psychiatric unit.

When you visited there, Margaret, what did you do look over the set up,

the administration and the organization of it? -

Pretty much, as much as I could of course, we were escorted there, in that
unit, by the head nurse or someone of equal qualifications, and I
learned as much as I could from that and then we just started from there

in 1953.

My how needed it was, and how it is used today. You know in years to come
anyone listening or reading this, won't know what Gray Ladies are, do

you want to tell them what Gray Ladies are.

Well gray ladies were Red Cross workers in uniform, who worked in the hos-
pital during world war one, and then later, after world war two, why a
few of them still worked in the hospital, but that program was phased out.

We don't use those now.

But, the volunteers, are just called volunteers.

They're just volunteers, not in uniform.

You were in uniform all during the war, weren't you Margaret, in Red Cross?

Anyone doing anything for Red Cross was in uniform.

You were in uniform. Were you ever an actual volunteer in the psychiatric

department or were you more of an instigator and administrator.

No, I was the, I don't know what you call it, the chairman of the training
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program and supervisor.

And in this training program, you called on these four psychiatrists to

help train these volunteers. How long was their training?

Oh, well probably, I would say, probably three sessions, of a couple hours

each.

And of course, the nurses themselves were very well trained weren't they.

Yes, that's right.

I wonder how many volunteers they have now, that would be interesting to find

out.

I'm sorry, I'm not in that field now. I really don't know.

Well you started it.

Well I helped.

Well it was interesting how you got the impetus to do that from the
war prisoners. You also are responsible for starting the auxiliary, which

is such an important part of St. Luke's.

Well in 1949, Mr. Hankins was head of the board of the hospital. He asked
about six people to meet and talk with him about the need. It seems that
many years ago, perhaps in World War one, I don't know just when it was.
There was an auxiliary, but that had phased out and as St. Luke's grew they
needed help. Out of the six people who met, we recruited about, oh perhaps
12 more to start with and I believe at our first meeting, this was in 1959,

and I think in our first meeting, we had 32 members. It has grown now
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until there are about seven hundred.

Just think of that, can you remember the other people that Mr. Hankins

called in with you, to get this idea rolling?

Betty Soboda was one of them, I'm afraid I don't have that.

Well it isn't too, important, I was just wondering. We're talking about
volunteers in the hospital, well in St. Luke's auxiliary. They're not
all volunteers in that auxiliary, but a lot of them, is tht right or

are they all volunteers?

No, not every member of the auxiliary is a volunteer, but then they have
a lot of volunteers in the hospital, who do not have belong to the auxi-
liary. It's just wonderful what they've accomplished a few years ago,
we celebrated 1,000,000 hours. We were the first ones in the state of

Iowa to accomplish that.

That's a marvelous record. I think volunteerism is so Americanjn giving
of yourself, really. I have just seen the "Annie" production by the

St. Luke's auxiliary for the St. Luke's auxiliary, which they do every
year, with the C ommunity T heatre. I was wondering how you raised money,

way back in 59, 60, and b1?

We started a gift shop in 1951. The room in which we were to start wasn't
even finished. We had Christmas merchandise and we had it on sawhorses,

out in the lobby, because the room wasn't ready.

Was there any other way to earn money for the auxiliary?

Yes, I don't remember the first one, but I remember what we did with the
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proceeds, we bought thermos coffee jugs for the patients. That's the
first thing we did, we also paid for the tunnel connecting the hospital
and the nursing home, and on and on up to the bridge between the parkade

and the hospital.

This shows the great amount of money that was raised, to be given, because
those are all expensive things. You had something about the electric

sign for the emergency.

I was on the building committee and I thought it was terrible that you

could not see the emergency sign on the building, it was on the building.

If you came across 10th Street, you were facing it, you could see it, if you
came from the east or the west you could not see that. I sometimes think

they put it up there to get rid of me.
To keep you quiet. Well, it was needed.

It was very badly needed. So that was my pet projec5 and my present one

is the lifeguard ambulance.
That's your recent one. Tell us how that started.

Well, there were so many farm accidents and accidents and things that
happen in the country, and places where the ambulance could not go. The
one that they are using now, if I am correct was bought from the city
and fixed up as an air ambulance, it is quite nice, but now they're
badly in need of a new one. That's very expensive and they're trying'
now to raise funds to buy a new one. You would be surprised how many
lives they save during a year. It's remarkable, and then also it is

used to fly patients to Iowa City and goes all over the county, of course.
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Auto accidents, there have been so many of those, as well as farm accidnts.

They can land right on the pavement, if it's an automobile accident or

something. It's so badly needed, it is a wonderful thing.
Is it kept right there at the hospital?

The heliport is at St. Luke's and of course, the ambulance is at Mercy,
and the pilot is at St. Luke's and the paramedics are at Mercy. When a
call comes in the pilot goes out and warms up the engine, and by that

time the paramedics are over from Mercy.
My, was that paid for by the auxiliary?
No, that was not one of our projects.
But it was one of your pet interests.
Pet interest years ago.

Margaret, I've been thinking about the great changes you've seen in the
hospital from the time you were doing all this, starting of so many things
way back in 194950 and into '60, and continuing, and one of the big changes
that I think you must be pleased about, and interested in, and may have

had something to do with, is the new surgicare unit, which is very new

and very successful. Would you tell a little about that?

Well there were so many surgeries being done and so many people staying
over who really didn't need to spend the night there and it saved a great
deal of expense for patients. The doctor determines whether or not

they use the surgicare and they have their surgery,and there is a 20 bed

recovery unit,and they are able to go home the same day. It seems easier
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for the patient and certainly less expensive, it makes quite a difference

in the attendance, occupancy in the hospital.

You said that you as a patient yourself, and were home in two hours when
you had similar surgery done years ago, when you stayed three or four

days. So you're a good example of this new kind of care.

I feel that in that particular area, every person with whom the patient
has contact is personally selected and screened, because I have never
seen anything work so smoothly and everyone from the guard to the nurses

are caring people.

You probably have seen a difference in even that, because in the days of

40's and 50's, I remember we were very critical of hospitals because they
didn't care. We used to say that, but now we are not hearing that, with

hospital care. You mentioned that these people were screened because

they did have so much empathy.

Yes, I think that is true. The nurses, doctors, technicians, everybody
I think is more caring and think of the patient as a whole, not just what
they're doing particularly, and I think that is good and I think a lot of
that has come about because of the family practice, they are training the
doctors all the time,have special training for family practice so they
can take care of all members of the family and really get to know them,

and I think that is a big step forward.

So they're treating the patient as a total, totally, and that has a great

deal to do with their mental attitude and their recovering.

I think that kind of goes back to the old times when the doctor made
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house calls and he knew about every member in the family. I think that

makes it easier for them to treat the patient.

So you've seen lots of changes, and that is one of them. You were saying

the nurses are more highly trained now.

I feel they are, now,There was a great need for the practical nurses. They
did serve a great purpose. They were great, but now that's being phased
out at St. Luke's Hospital, they don't seem to be in need of them, like

they did. It is the same with the Nurse's Aides.

I think Margaret we ought to explain what a practical nurse is, because
if they are beingphased out, I'm thinking of 50 years from now they won't

know what a practical nurse is.

Well a practical nurse had all the training that the professional nurse
had in the first year, but they were limited as to what they could do,
really, but they were a great help to patients, and I find now that they
are being used in the homes a lot, now that there are not so many of them

in the hospital.
And how did they differ from a Nurse's Aide?

A Nurse's Aidewas mote, it ran-errands-and “thimgs like-that, -she:toock
care of the flowerQZand she did an errand for the patient, and she
telephoned, brought her books and that type of thing. No nursing at all,

whatever.
A Nurse's Aide was a volunteer, wasn't it?

Not necessarily.
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They could be paid?
They were hired by the hospital, in the past.

And the practical nurses had a year of training and could work with pat-
ients in a limited way. And so they are being phased out now because they
are not needed. As I read about nurses now, and you said they were more
highly trained and skilled, that they are going on for graduate work,

and getting a bachelor of Science degree in addition to their RN, I know

that Coe has a program like that.

Yes, well now,some of the professional nurses have their classes at Coe, and

that is holding up pretty well, that program.

They're getting their chemistry, I think they have had their chemistry there
for years. Coe has a good biology department. Margaret,there are so many
new units, as we were talking about with the surgicare. Would you like

To mentim any other recent new units at St. Luke's?

About ten years ago, they made a new unit for newborns and premature child-
ren, 1972, and it has saved so many lives. Some of the babies around

three pounds, one of them was a little less. They have immediate care
special nurses who have had intensive training for this particular thing,
and it has proven to be a wonderful thing. They average about 200 babies

a year, so far 3,000 have been helped.

Yes, I read that there were 350 babies a year and it is called the neo-natal

and it is the only one in the city.

In the city, I think it is one of the only ones in the state.
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And I happen to know of a baby that was just about two pounds or a little
under that survived. In the past, these babies didn't make it. That must

be a big thrill to you to see that change.

It is wonderful, otherwise they probably would have died.

Yes, as they did. There have been so many changes in baby care, when

you had your twins, how long were you in the hospital?

Three weeks, because I was nursing them and they had to stay there that

long because they were so premature. See they were six weeks premature.

How much did they weigh?

Four and a half to five and a half.

And then you had a nurse that went home with you, and she was known as

a baby nurse.

That is right, Miss Welch.

And today, the mothers come home and go right to the supermarket to shop.
But then in that day, and in my day, my mother had a nurse that came out
from Cleveland that came out to spend two or three months. Of course,

the mothers were kept in bed two weeks without any exercise, now they

get right up and I've known some that walk from the delivery room to their

room. So there are lots of changes.

Princess Diana did.

Yes, she did. In 24 hours she came out on the balcony, so there are lots
of changes. Your interest in, your many contributions to St. Luke's;as

we said,started with what you were doing with the Red Cross during the war.
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Driving down to Clinton, to the Schick hospital, but as I remember, your
interests in motorcars went way back before then. So tell me about that

and back in 1917, what you did after you got out of high school.

Well it was during the dreadful flu epidemic, and Three Rivers had no hospi-
tal, the basement of the Methodist Church, or rather the first floor of

the Methodist Church, was turned over and made into a make-shift hospital.
Many, many people died there and when some of the patients were able to

go home, the nurse had to go visit them in the home and continue taking
care of them, and I drove them, drove her to these different places and,

or drove the relatives of the patients, back and forth.
And you knew about cars.

Well yes, I went into a garage to learn more about cars and then later

out here, when I joined the Red Cross, it was through the motor club.
And you were asked to do that ...
By Margaret Hall.

Who said they needed drivers and here you had been driving, so that con-
tinued. And when you went down to go back to when you drove here to Clin-

ton, to the hospital, you said something about taking a jeweler along.

Yes, it seems they had an arts and skills group, they called it. People
that had a service, that were trained for certain things would go down
there and give lessons to the boys in therapy. There was a jeweler,

I'm sorry, I don't remember his name, who lived on third Avenue and he

offered his services so I would take him down there. There were artists
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and different people from different places that would come down and con-

duct these classes.

And teach, for instance, you were teaching these soldiers who had been

wounded or were ill, to make jewelery, for instance.

One of the first things they tried to do as soon as the man was able,

there were women there too, by the way, the first thing they do is

get them on their feet and get them into a program of some kind. Music

or art or weaving or jewlery making or anything that would get their fancy,

and that was one of the valuable parts of their recovery.

And you made one or two trips a week, down there.

No, no, I would make one or two trips a month, there were monthly meetings

of the Red Cross.

And you would take provisions down, things that they needed.

That's right. Things that were donated and we would take down there.

So really, your work with the Red Cross, way back in, not as the Red Cross,
but as a driver and helping with the hospital in Three Rivers was really
the beginning of all, really all that you've have done at St. Luke's.

It is interesting how your interests started way back there and has
continued, and you've made many contributions. Margaret,all the time
you've been doing this, in the hospital,'way back, you were also one of
the early members of the Junior League Service League, which later became
the Junior League. So you weren't idle by any means. Could you tell us

a little bit about what you did in the Junior League Service League, now

this was before 1934, when we becamethe Junior League, the Junior League
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became national.

I don't remember that.

Well, you were busy, everybody had to work.

We all had to work, maybe Ellen would remember, but I don't.

All right, what about, do you remember when you were Chairman of the
Children's theater. You were chairman of that, which was an early thing

in the League, wasn't it?

Yes, it was, and we had a woman come here from National Junior League,
and I don't think you call them that, the Junior League of America, or

what is the title?

The Association of Junior Leagues of America.

That's right. She came here to see the work we were doing in putting on
the plays and she gave us a very good recommendation, I'm sorry I can't
remember her name. She came from the east some place. We had an office
in the Montrose Hotel at that time. I remember that, we had a luncheon,

for her , I remember that.

And I think, Liz Glanville is telling some of that, but you were the first

chairman of the Children's theater, which is continuing today. It must
be a lot of satisfaction seeing all this going on. We don't have the

soup kitchen, that the Junior League had during the depression.

No, but they have expanded so, the membership is so large now that they
can cover many, many fields. Where there werejust not enough to go

around before.
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I wish you would talk about your feelings toward volunteers, as volun-

teers, as women as volunteers.

We have some wonderful men volunteers at St. Luke's and some of them be-
ong to the auxiliary, which is very nice. We have couples who work to-
gether, as man and wife, work together in the hospital, and that's fine.
They cover all over the whole hospital, there is a whole list of things
they can sign up for and are trained for and I don't know what they would
do without the volunteers, I really don't know. Thye are so valuable to
to the hospital and many organizations could not exist if it were not

for the volunteers.

And I know how you would feel about a volunteer being paid, therefore

she or he would not be a volunteer.

And it would take away soemthing from the volunteer. The volunteer's

pay is the reward for what they do. You can't buy that.

They receive more than they give.

I'm sure that they do, and we get letters all the time thanking for all
the volunteers do for them, and now we have someone at St. Luke's,

Georgene Stapleton, who greets all the people who come into the hospital
and directs them and helps them with their problems. That's one of the

best public relation things we have had.

You are treating the whole family now as we spoke of before.

And of course, we have a playroom for the children, a supervised play-

ground, for those who are too young to visit the patient. That leaves
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the parents free to visit the patients.

That was very needed, when my mother was ill, I had to leave my five year

old sitting alone in the lobby, all the time.

No way on earth are there enough guards to see that the whole thing runs

smoothly.

Well, you could really write a book on the value of volunteerism, because

that is what you have done all your life, it seems to me.

It seems to me, it is more worthwhile than a lot of things that people
do. They waste their time and some people don't want to be tied down to
something, but if they would try it the reward is so great, that I'm sure

that they would be glad they did.

Margaret, when speaking about the Junior League, as we were, one of their
first projects was to have a dog show, and youy=I always associate you
with dogs, because you have always had them. Tell me about when you went

to the Junior League dog show and the kind of dog, and where it was held.

Well, this was in the late 20's and it was held in the old Greene's Opera
House, and it wasn't a very good place and it wasn't a very large show,
but I remember my Great Dane took first place in the puppy class. That

was one of our first money=raising projects.

And then you went on showing dogs.

I went on and showed this particular dog to its championship.

Tell us more about that first dog show or any other after that before the

kennels association took over the dog shows. As I remember, they were in
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the Coliseum.

Yes, that's right, from then on they held them in the coliseum. I don't

know where they are being held now.

I think out at Hawkeye Downs.

I think it probably is. There was one out there, I know.

There's probably more interest in thoroughbred dogs now than when you

were first showing yours.

Oh, yes, I think so. The trend is so different, sometimes a great New-
foundland will win,and then a little Chihuahua, or some little tiny dog.

They go in fads, I think, the Cocker was very popular.

What is now?

A Newfoundland,was won the West Minster show this year. Very large

black dog.

Did your dog ever win first?

He won the working dog group, but he was never first in show, but always

first in Great Dane class.

What was his name?

Rolling Hill Vider was his father and his pet name was Dragon.

END OF SIDE TWO - END OF INTERVIEW
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Last Days on the Board

Her 'Swan Song’ Is Due

a2. 9197 P 5¢.
Gail Cooper-Evans

“When 1 go to the October board meeting , that’s my
last one...My ‘Swan Song’.”

Margaret Averill chuckled at her words. After 27 years
of service, she is being retired from the St. Luke’s hospital
board.

“I'm past the age when retirement is mandatory,” ex-
plained Mrs. Averill, whose curly red hair and alert manner
belie her 78 years (come Sept. 27). Mrs. Averiil has actually
remained on the board three years past the usual limit be-
cause her last term began before her 75th birthday.

She blushed when told she looked more like 60. “Oh

thank you,” she said. “I don’t feel my age either.”
. Margaret, as she is known to most of hospital workers,
was honcred by the St. Luke’s auxiliary Monday for her
many years of service to that organization. During her 27
years on the hospital board, she represented that body on
the board of the auxiliary. In fact, she was one of founders
of the auxiliary back in-1949.

“There had been an auxiliary years before but it fizzled
out. I was asked to start another one so I did.”

Auxiliary members Monday gave her a gold charm and
bracelet and a scrapbook of newspaper clippings and photo-
graphs depicting her years of affiliation with the hospital.

“I was so pleased to get these things,” she said, smiling
broadly, eyes wide open. She was especially proud of a per-
sonal thank-you letter from retired St. Luke’s administrator
Louis Blair.

Larger .Group Now

“I tried to call as many people as I could who were re-
sponsible for the scrapbook, but of course I can’t call them
all. 'm going to put a note in the auxiliary newsletter. I
think that’s a good idea, don't you?”

The auxiliary she helped organize has grown from its
35 original members to 850 today.

That’s the biggest change in the group, Mrs. Averill ob-

served. "The women now have widened the scope of the or-
ganization,” she pointed out. “We’ve always had a financial
project. Now, each year, the project costs somewhere
around $100,000. . . We've just voted to spend that amount
on an intensive care nursery.’

She said it is vigorous fund-raising by women of the
auxiliary that gets the jobs done, citing the annual St.
Luke’s Follies which brings in “somewhere around $8,000
to $10,000 each year.”

Despite her retirement from the board, Mrs. Averill
will continue to serve on a number of hospital committees.
Still, she won’t be spending quite as much time at the hos-
pital, and she isn’t sure how she will use her extra time.
Mrs. Averill, whose Cedar Rapids home is at 517 Vernon
drive SE, usually spends her summers at her lake home in
Michigan. She will have more time, she said, to visit her
grandchildren. Her children, twins now 52, are Dudley'S.
Averill of Chatsworth, Calif., and Mrs. Lawrence Regan,
Fort Lauderdale, Fla.

The spry grandmother likes working with the "young”
women in the auxiliary, whom she calls “just great, wonder-
ful people.” She laughed, wondering aloud whether she
should say she “prefers” working with young people. She
decided it would be permissable. “Young people help you
stay young, I think,” she added.

Her volunteer work has always provided her with great
satisfaction, Mrs. Averill said. “I was fortunate to have the
time to volunteer.”

Averill House

Her late husband Worth's grandfather, Arthur T. Aver-
ill, originally came to Cedar Rapids from New Jersey. Ac-
cording to Mrs. Averill, he was responsible for erecting
many C.R. buildings including the Montrose hotel. Averill
house, 1120 Second avenue SE, the family estate, was sold
to St. Luke’s hospital several years ago for use as a student
nurses’ dormitory.

The house is now owned by the Citizen's Committee on
Alcohol and Drug Abuse and used as a halfway house for
recovering alcoholics and drug users.

Mrs. Averill feels very strongly that volunteers should
not be paid for their work. “You're not a volunteer if you're
paid. Volunteers’ motives in working are different. They

‘have a desire to give service. It’s different from being paid.

*You get a lot of satisfaction from volunteering,” she
continued. “You are paid in satisfaction. . . You'd be sur-
prised at the numbers of people who have fulltime jobs and
¢ome in every evening to work late in places like the (hospi-
tal) Gift shop.”

Mrs. Averill, gracious and unhurried, looked around
and asked the time. “I have another meeting to go to at
4. 'm not sure where it is though,” she smiled, looking for
help to the hospital public relations director, Ron Brady,
who accompanied her to the interview.

1 As she moved out into the hallway, the sounds of “Well
hello, Margaret” were heard up and down the corridors as
she was met by the many friends she has made at St.
Luke’s.

— Gazefte photo by John Mcivor

The last board meeting at St. Luke’s hospital is,
coming up for Margaret Averill. She laughingly re-
fers to it as her ‘Swan Song’. After 27 years of ded-
icafion to the hospital, Mrs. Averill is retiring from

the board. But she will still serve on a number of
committees.
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Identified With  Many
Business Enterprises
Here; Member (Of

Pioneer Family,

———

Cedar Rapiiis News—-

Glenn Mark Averill, T1, Cedar
Rapids~fimncier, land owner ang
industrialist, died Saturday  at
1i:30 a.m. at Tampa, Fla., his
home for the last 12 vears,. His
death came as the resull of com-
plications following a cold "con-
tracted on a businescs trip to New
[ York two weeks agn,

i Tdeatified -with extensiva enter-
prises, Mr, Averill was chairman
of the IMorriz Pian bank board, a
heavy stockholder in ‘the Tinited
Light and Povrer company, the
Monirose hotel and
wealth avartmerts, -a director of
the Welcb-Cook-Beals - company
and owmer of the 500-acre Tvan-
hoe :arm somhwest of Cedar
Rapid..

Maz1)* Fin, ‘ncial Interests,

Tori2i vears “he was executive
Vice-presiiant of the Cedar Rap-
ids G‘aa;, fnpany. which was sold
to Unitag T ‘and Power: was
pﬁ_esi&ﬁlf&f -edzr Rapids Na-
“tional By - yéars before it
was absorhied by the Merchants
[ National buank; was vice-president
'of the Cedar Rapids 'Life Insar-
‘anee.. fompary, a stoelkholder in
the Cedar Yapid: ¢ Marion
City railway .znd urer of the
tormez
compsng, . s ;

He held coasicloratie siac’c in,
the Tlorida Lanc: " aad Timber
Company. Ai ecns ‘time, ‘the Aver-
M inierests  iRcluded  business

projects in. Mississippi, Louisiana, |

Flarida amd Wacdoeat .

FINARCIER, DIES

Comrmon- |

Kenticky Midland” Coal

Mr. Averill’s’ death followed by
six months that of his sister, Miss
Jessie Averill of Cedar. Rapids,
who was associated with him in
Glenn M. Averill and company, an,
arganization formed to handle the
family’s enterprises, including the

varied interests isherited from
their father, A 7" Averill, one of
Cedar Rapids’ = foremost civig

builders. A. T. Averill died * Feb.
‘14, 1910, a millionaire. - :
Son Flies To Florida,

Mr. Averill died before his son,
‘Worth Averill of Cedar Rapids,
.and his confidential secretary and:
'associate; Edwin C, Evans, could
ireach his bedside. Together with
‘Miss Lulu Averill, a cousir, they
flew to Tampa from Ch_;'ca}zo-_Sa_f_.;-
Aarday morning. - 4 ot vbRy

His wife and a  second son,
Arthur Tappan Averill 1T, live in
Tampa where the latter is in the
lumber business, g

Virtually = from birth, Glenn
Averill was irained to succeed his
father who, with John T, Hamil-
ton and othe:s, made suaecessful
investments in Cedar Rapids. The
elder NMr. Averill purchased HS
controllinz interest: in the (ledar
Rapids ' Gas ILight company in
1875, servad for 20 YUars &5 pPresi-
dent of the Cedar Rapids Wational
banl, ivag proprieter of the. Vin-
cennes, a leading family hotel in
Chicago, finanved the buiiding of

(Continited cn Paga % Thic Qo







5 Guests in Charming Fashion.
: The home of Mr. and Mrs. A. T

h{)spimiit:v last evening which was
highly enjoyed by the favored guests.
Mr. and Mrs. Averill received (heir
§ guests in the parlor on the first flnor,

_d!'l.ll{:’,'!llt'l'_ Mr. and Mrs. Clenn M.
Averill. The house was prettiiy dec-
if orated with carnations and greens.
d After all had arrived they were in-
f vited to the dancing room in the
third floor where Professor Tlapa's
: o‘rrhestra was in readiness to play.
4 The room was a perfect hower of
draperies, portieres, cushions, pillows
g and cozy. corners, and altogether '.\'ﬂsj
ar most attractive olace for either
{ conversation or dancing. Old  fash-
doned square dances were the only
g ones allowed and many who had not
fried to dance for years found that1
they had not forgoiten how to trip
‘through a quadrille. The old favor-
dte, the Virginia reel, and “0ld Dan
Tucker” were both danced with grace
and energy, and the love of dancin.g'
..was.quitg revived in all. A few who
.w'ere satisfied after one or (wo dances
:went down stairs again and amused:
themselves playing cards. Th'ey wlere_
_served-\.\\'ith-= -supper and then I.’hP
dancers'i weére - called to the, dining-
RN, and the delightful oceasion was

LT ) ook 1
Br.and Mra” A.T. Averill Entertain ‘1‘l|ell'r

Averill. was the scene of old time}

rmd woere assisted by their son :lndi

.‘End before twelve o’cloc

2 k.
o ¥ hing = - B.
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Archer, Albert, laborer.

Aussiker, Deitricli, cigar dealer.

Austin, W. L., laborer.

AVERILL, ARTHUR T., Pres
ident of the Cedar Rapid= Gas Licht Co.,
office, No. 9 8. Commercial st resi-
dence 106G Greene st Mr.
at Highgate Sprivgs, Franklin Co., Vi,
Sept. 14, 1843 ; came with his parents
to Lee Co., 1., in 1852 ; lived there un-
til 1854, when they moved to Whiteside
Co., IL; lived there until he came here
in March. 1865 ; was Superintendent of
the McCormick Mower and Reaper
agencies for several years; in 1569, es-
tablished the firm of Awverill & Hamil-
ton, dealers in acricultoral implements,
seeds, coal, ete,; continned that firm for
five years; Averill & Amidon conducted
the same business for twe years, then
Mr. Averill carried on the business for
two years alone: from 1570 to 1374, he
was also a member of the firm of Averill
& Verharen, at Vioton, lowa.  Mr. A,

has been President of the Gas Co. for |

AL was born |

three years; he was Aldermap of the |

Second Ward in 1875, He married

Allie R. Doolittle Oct. 22, 1867 : she |
was born in New York State; they have |

had three children, two living—Glennie

M., born July 15, 1868, and Jennie M., |

born Dee, 9, 13765 lost one son—Ar-
thur, who died in infaney.

Ayres, L. M., Business Manager Cedar
Rapids Times.

1-AF175%
20 years ago: 1978

Feb. 4: Cedar Rapids attorney
Wwilliam F. Olinger purchased
the Averill House, 1120 Second
Ave. SE. Olinger said he
planned to spend at least
$100,000 to restore the home to
its original grandeur and place
it on the National Register of
Historic Places.

The landmark mansion was
originally built by Arthur T.
Averill in 1870. The Vermont
native formed a farm hnpl_emept
company in Cedar Rapids in
1869 and later owned the Cedar
Rapids Gas Co. He also financed
construction of the former Mon-
trose Hotel and founded the
Cedar Rapids Savings Bank,

which merged with Merchants |

National Bank in the 1920s.
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Averill House
purchased by
C.R attorney

By Mary Burke
Gazette stoff writer

The Citizens’ Committee on Alco-
holism and Drug Abuse, at a special
meeting Friday afternoon, accepted
the offer of a local attorney to buy
the iandmark Cedar Rapids mansion
which housed the agency’s haifway
house for men.

Averill House, 1120 Second Ave.
SE, built 108 years ago by Arthur T.
Averill, was sold to William F. Olin-
ger, 2 Cottage Grove Wocds Drive.

Neither Olinger nor CCA officials
would reveal the purchase price.

The building was vacated last
month after the agency reported los-
ing $30,000 a year in upkeep of the
house.

The CCA purchased the building
from St. Luke’s Hospital in 1974 for
$97,000. St. Luke’s, which acquired
it in 1954, had used the building as a
student nurses’ dormitory.

Olinger, who will take possession
of the facility March 1, plans to
make an application to have the
house placed on the National Regis-
try of Historic Places.

“If registered we will try to re-
store it, to the best of our ability, to
its original condition,” Olinger toid

The Gazette. The “we” he referred to is his family.

Olinger admitted that he has no experience in re-
storing old homes, but said he has investigated the
availability of federal matching funds for restoration.
He described the possibilities as promising.

He reportedly told the CCA that he intends to spend
at least $100,000 to restore the house. He then hopes t0
convertitto a commercial use, although he has no spe-
cific plans at this time.

Use as offices?

“] think it’s importatnt that the commercial use will
make it open to the public,” Olinger said. When asked
about the possibility of its being used for office space,
Olinger said, in that case, he would hope that it would
be open to the public at some special times. ) _

He said his current problem is assembling historic
material on the building to be submitted with an appli-
cation to the historic registry.

He’s asking anyone that knows the whereabouts _of
the original appointments of the house to contact him
at his office (364-0114). He also is looking for lighting
fixtures, blueprints and photographs.

Arthur T. Averill, who built the house in 1870, was
born in Vermont in 1843 and moved to Cedar Rapids in
1865. He formed a farm implement manufacturing
company in 1869 with John T. Hamilton. In 1875 he
took controlling interest in the Cedar Rapids Gas Co.

He was one of the founders and first president of the
Cedar Rapids National Bank, which merged with Mer-
chants National Bank in the 1920s. He also financed the
construction of the Montrose Hotel.

The Cedar Rapids Gazette: Sat., Feb. 4, 1978 *3JA

Third floor ballrcom

Mrs. Margaret Averill, 517 Vernon Drive SE, wife of
Averill’s grandson, Worth, said Friday that the house
originally had six bedrooms and five fireplaces. The en-
tire third floor of the mansion was a ballroom, she said.

She said the last Averill to live in the house was Jes-

sie, the daughter of Arthur Averill. Shortly after her
death in 1954 the house was sold to St. Luke’s.

I think it's a good thing if he can do it,” she said.
“But I don’t know if he’ll ever get it back to the original
condition. There have been so many things done to it
and things taken out of it over the years. t %

I would have hated to see it torn down, though. it's.
such a beautiful house — or at least it was.” .

Averill House



Arthur Tappan Averill-1116 2nd Ave. (still standing)

Mr. Averill arrived in Cedar Rapids in March 1865 at
age 21. He became assistant to the local agent of C. H.
& L. J. McCommick and in 1869 became superintendent
of agents for the firm. He persuaded his former class-
mate, John T. Hamilton, to come to Cedar Rapids and
formed the firm of Averill and Hamilton.

He purchased a controlling interest in the Cedar
Rapids Gas Light Co. in 1875, serving as president until
his death in 1910. He also served as president of the CR
National Bank for 20 years and financed the building of
the Montrose Hotel.
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‘Two buildings
“added to list of

historic places

v
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Two Cedar Rapids buildings have been en-
tered in the National Register >f Historic Places,
according to Adrian D. Anderon, director of the
division of historic preservatio? in lowa City.

The two structures are AT. Averill House,
1120 Second Ave. SE, and CSES Hall, 1107 Third
- St. SE. ;

Current owners of Averill Fouse, William and
Jean Olinger, 2 Cottage Grove Voods Drive, nom-
inated the property to the Jational Register.

‘ CSPS Hall was nominated by Steve Altheide of
. Coe College. The hall is ownel by Service Press
- and Litho Co.

Averill House, built 108 years ago, is a fine ex-
ample of High Victorian residential architecture,

_ according to Anderson. Important architectural

elements of the house include the pierced, verti-

- cal brick chimney panels, pardled cornice, detail-

ing of the lintels and the cleen, crisp lines, which

.. contrast with the more free-form character of the

Queen 4nne style which alsowas popular in 1886,
when Averill House was buil:.

The house was constructed for Arthur Tappan
Averill, who made his original fortune from a
farm implement company.

The Olingers purchased ths house in February
from the Citizens Committeeon Alcoholism and
Drug Abuse, which had usd it for a halfway
house for men. It was vacatedin January after the
agency reported losing $30,0)0 a year in upkeep
of the house.

Olinger told The Gazette althe time of the pur-

" chase his family would try torestore the house to

its original condition if it wa placed on the Na-

_tional Register.

ra
The Citizens Committee had purchased the

home from St. Luke’s Hospitil in 1974. St. Luke’s
had acquired the building in (954 and had used it
as a student nurses’ dormitory.
Averill House is undergoing rehabilitation for
use as offices. - ; !
CSPS Hall was built in 1810-91, with additions

" in 1900 and 1908. Anderson terms it significant

- f'

S ass tion as a socia. and cultural center
e Czech community of Cedar Rapids.

chapter, Prokop Velky Lodge, was organized in
1879, with two more lodges fallowing by 1882.

The hall’s importance is ghmonstrated. Ander-
son said, by the fact that it had to be substantially
enlarged twice within 10 years to accommodate
the activities which took place there.

The building now is used for commercial pur-

ses. j .

National Register properties are eligible for
federal matching acquisition or restoration funds.

. The structures are protected to some degree from

any federally assisted or licensed projects that
might adversely affect themx

aternal benerolent society, was
t. Louis in 1854 Cedar Rapids’ first |

\
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e to Cedar Rapids.

sencer in 1863 ; she
they have had five
the living are Ella-

1 and Bertha, Mps.

wghter are members

ch.

man.

hardware.

IN 0., boards at
st. He was born
1843 ; removed to
made his howe
2, when le came
commenced work-
ss in 1859,  Mr.
. 12, 1862, in (Co.
ved until June 14,
_U engagenients his
in.

agent.
use.,

of the firm ot
Crs, 28 8. Wash.
e, Park av., four
; born in Seot-
came to Lisbon,
Y., in 1357
s, then went 19
residing there
eturned to St
sided in  Gov-
came to Cedar
:d in farming in
owns a farm of
linton Tp. He
School Board
; he has been
business since
ed Mary Berry
born in Secot-
Iren—Isabella,
nd Joseph W,
1embers of the

ent.

CEDA

Benuett, Saml.. Road Master, B., C.

N. .

Benish, Joseph.

Benizh, Wenzel. blacksmith.

Berthel, Conrad, hotel and suloon ke

ﬁeI-:}'m'., Julius. hotel and saloon ke

Berry. David L.. proprietor of * Sul
Cigar Store.”

Besek, Michael. mason.

Rettesworth, Geo. W.. clerk in Towa 1
(lo.’s Office.

BEVER.GEO. W., Vice Presi
of the City National Bank, corner (
mercial Street and lowa avenuc;
dence, 101 Eacle street.

Bever. James L.. Cash. City National B

Béver .John B.. Teller City National B

BEVER. SAMPSON C..
born in  Columbiana Co., Ohie, 1n
vear 1808 ; hiz paternal grandfather
a native of srmany, but emigrate
this country in the vear 1777, joinec
Revolutionary - as a private at !

1, New Jersev, under Gen. W

; his maternal grandfather w

native of Scotland and emigrate

America during the Revolutionary 3

locating in Washiogton Co., Penn.;

ather. James Bever. was a small fix
on the banks of the Ohio River, at

time of Samypson’s birth, but in 180

moved West to the “ New Purcha

in what is now known as Holmes

Ohio, where he died in 1811, Sa

sun never saw the inside of a se

house until he was nine years of .

when fifteen vears of age he left I

and went to Brownsville, Penn., g

the entire  distance, 150 miles, on

where he engaved in a store for
: at the expiration of this tim
engaged to take charge of the ¢
works of Bowman, Sweetzer &
man, one mile from Browunsville
shortly afterward bought out the fi
interest, they giving all the time
wanted to pay them; he, however,
hard work, perseverance and energy
the end of two years, paid off all his
debtedness to them, and had a ¢
profit. On the sth day of Aug
1=343. Mr. Bever was married to )

Mury Blythe. daughter of John Bly

E<q.. a farmer near Cookstown, Pe

At this time. being convinced that

war carried oo between Andrew Juck

vea
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PROGRESSIVE

was married to Esther F. Hotchkiss in
wugatuck, Connecticut. Four children
ve been born to them, of whom two are
ing. They are Elbridge H., now asso-
ted with his father in business, and Ed-
n L., who is well known as a writer of
rse and short stories and is a frequent con-
butor to some of the best periodicals of
- day. He is now a resident of Chicago.
Since retiring from office, Mr. Sabin has
en in great demand as a lecturer in all
rts of the United States, going to the far
st and the far west. He has also found
ne to publish several books. His “Talks
Young People” is a revised collection of
dresses to graduating classes while he was
y superintendent in Clinton.
th his son, Edwin L. Sabin, he prepared a
tle book called “The Making of Iowa,”
rich contains thirty chapters on Iowa his-
ry, entertainingly written and treating of
ecially interesting features in the early
d formative period of the state’s exjst-
ce. The book has had a very large sale.

TOWNER, Horace M., who lives in
yrning, Adams county, is a district judge

the Third judicial district, serving his
ird term. He is one of the ablest district
dges in the state and is a leading candi-
te for the supreme judgeship this year.
idge Towner was born in 18355 in Belvi-
re, Illinois. His father, John L. Towner,
as a native of New York and a minister.
is mother was born in Massachusetts. In
s boyhood Mr. Towner attended the public
hools in his native town and after com-
eting the course there began tosteach. In
is way he earned the money to attend the
gher schools and to study in preparation
r his profession. He alternated teaching
id studying, returning to the occupation
-~ teacher whenever his means were ex-
wusted in attending school. He was ad-
itted to practice law in Iowa and in 1880
1d immediately began the practice of his
ofession in Corning. That town has been
s home ever since. In 1890 he was elected
strict judge for the Third judicial dis-
ict and was re-elected in 1894 and 1§98.
e has always run many hundreds ahead

31

Together

of his ticket and in 1894 his name was on
both the republican and democratic tickets.
He has always been an earnest republican
and has taken an active part in the councils
and conventions of his party. In 1899,
when Judge John S. Woolson died, Judge
“Towner was the most prominent candidate
to succeed him as federal judge, though in
the end the congressional delegation was un-
able to agree upon him and Congressman
Smith McPherson received the appoint-
ment. Judge Towner is recognized as a
man of fine literary ability and is also pos-
sessed of original musical talent and is well
known as a composer. He was married in
1887 to Miss Harriett Cole and they have
two children.

AVERILL, ArTHUR T., a prominent and
successful business man residing at Cedar
Rapids, comes. of good old New England
stock and was born at Highgate Springs,
“Franklin County, Vermont, September 14,
1843, where he lived with his parents until
he was eight years of age and then came
with them to the state of Illinois. His
father, Mark R. Averill, was a farmer in




442 PROGRESSIVE MEN OF IOWA.

Franklin County, Vermont, where he was
porn. After removing to Tllinois in 1851
he followed farming and merchandise until
he was sixty years of age, when he retired
from an active business life. The father of
Mark R. Averill was a Quaker and strong
abolitionist. He settled in Northern Ver-

mont in the latter part of the eighteenth cen-

tury, where he became 2 large land owner
and followed his trade, that of builder. Ada
Durin, who became the wife of Mark R.
Averill and was Arthur T. Averill’s mother,
was born in the southern part of Vermont,
and was engaged in teaching school when
she met and married Mr. Averill. Their
son, Arthur T, attended the district school
until he was ten years of age and after that
until he reached the age of his majority he
went to school during the winter months
only and worked on 2 farm during the sum-
mer. In March, 1865, he came to Cedar
Rapids, Towa, and began work for the Mc-
Cormick Harvester Company of Chicago.
Mr. Averill had no business training except

as a boy would gain through his own efforts

while working on a six hundred acre farm.
He laid early the foundations of success
upon which have been built the extensive
business interests that he now controls. His

habits of industry learned on the farm and
a system of economy started him on the high
road to a successful career in business life.
He made it a rule that his expenses should
not exceed his income and while working on
a salary he had his employers interests at
heart and aimed to make money for him.
In 1869 he engaged in the implement bus-
iness under the firm name of Averill and
Hamilton. This house is still doing a pros-
perous business under the name of Hamil-
ton Brothers. He also started an implement
house at Vinton in the year 1870 under the
firm name of Averill & Verharen. This bus-
iness was afterwards transferred to F. G.
Ray, who has an extensive trade. Mr. Aver-
ill came into control of the Cedar Rapids
Gas Light Company in 1876 and has been
president of that company ever since. He
is and has been sirice the organization by
himself in 1887 president of the Cedar Rap-
ids National Bank. He is president of the
Averill Wagon Company and also of the
Averill Grocery Company, serving in this
capacity three years with the former and
two years with the latter.

Mr. Averill has also dealt quite exten-
sively in real estate and still clings to his

early liking for farm life and raises consid- -

erable stock. He is a director in the Cedar
Rapids Canning Company and the Cedar
Rapids and Marion Telephone Company.
Mr. Averill has always been a firm believer
in the principles of the republican party. At
the present time he is not a member of any
club, society or church. Mr. Averill was
married to Allie R. Doolittle in October,
1867. They have two children, a son and
a daughter: Glenn M., a resident of Cedar
Rapids and secretary of the Averill Grocery
Company, importers and wholesale, and the
Cedar Rapids Gas Light Company; Jessie
M. is a student at Dana Hall, Wellesley,
Massachusetts. '
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Busmess and Culture Meet in Raplds

.. Group. 'More Famed for- Avocatmns ‘Than for Vocations -
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Politicians, Doctors,
Poets, and- Authors
Business Partners.

BY JOHN HENRY.

(Bpecial to The Register.)
CEDAR RAPIDS — I recently
fold my good friend, Jay Sigmund
of Cedar Rapids, la., that the of-
fice boy of the Cedar Rapids Life
Insurance company must be one
of the buslest persons in the eity
—keeping things going while the
hosses were “avocating.” Mr.
Sigmund laughed; he knew what
I meant.

The six major officlals of the
company are all better known, I'd
say, outside the insurance field
than in il, despite the high stand-
ing of their company.

The president, C. B. Robbins,
formerly was commander of the
Iowa American Legion orgoniza-
tion, and succeeded that other
lowan, Jack MacNideér, now min-
ister to Canada, as assistant secre-
tary of war. Mr. Robbins was in
the Spanish-American wwr, and
left for dead on a battlefield. He
was saved by a native, : i

Alded Czechoslovakia:
The secretary, Mri Svoboda, s

a sradusta Al tha TTnilrawalis " ~F

Lert to right, (top row)—
Col. C. B. Roblins, C. B. Svo-
‘ boda, Glenn M. fAverill, Jay G.
Sigmund; (botlpn row)—Ern-
est R. Moore, the late Dr. G.
E. Crawford. .

.

tion credited with dolng more

than any other to gain Czechoslo- -
Two|’

vakia her independence.
years ago the new republic deco-
rated Mr. Svoboda for his war-
time labors.

Glenn M. Averill, the first vice
president, fs following in his
father's footsteps as o publie until-
ity developer and banker, being
president of the Cedar Rapids Na-
tional and the Morris Plan banks.

Mr. Sigmund, the other vice
president, is known among-all lit-
erary folk for his poems, his plays
and his short stories. -For the
past several years the leading

-|poetry anthology has contained

his works,

Former Lieutenant Governor.

Ernest R. Moore, the treasurer,
formerly was lleutenant governor
pf the state, and has been men-
tioned as aspirant for the gov-
ernorship or senatorial place. He
is head of a very successful bank-
ing inslitution, and, despite it all,
has had time te write nuthorlta-
tive histories.

The late Dr. George E. Craw-
ford, medical advisor, was lowa
president of the American Med-
ical assoclation and served the
medical section of the American
Life convention as chalrman. He
was consldered one of the nation's
authorities on blood pressure, and
wrote the first treatise on it. He
died last spring.

The officers of this company ap-
parently get a good deal of fun
out of living in and around Cedar
Rapids. Eath has his own, or has
available, a cabin on the Wapsi-
pinicon river, the legends of
which have been put into plays by
Mr. Sigmund.

Mr. Robbins, or "Colonel " as

his title. ranks him to be called,
recently bought the old Matsell
farm of 1,100 acres on the “"Wap-
sy,” and is erecting a huge log
cabin there to entertain his
friends. This farm once was
owned by August Matsell, the first
chief of police of New York City.

Writes Poem.

Of this farm, Mr. Slgmund,
mindful of the “Wapsle” Indlan
legends. recently wrote a poem
about the place, ths last verse ot
which is:

“Steel blue rivers sigh and creep

Where the Waheek towers steep

And ghost lovers come each mid-
night

When the old farms are asleep:

I have, heard these lovers weepl”

There must he something about
Cedar Rapids that mixes the com-
mercial and the cultural. On the
walls of the chamber of commerce
—that commercial organization—
hang pictures by Cedar Rapids ar-
tists. The Torch Press, founded
by Luther Brewer there, has the
world's greatest collection of
Leigh Hunt. Merle Collins, of
the Collins Mortgage company,
will back any worthwhile artistic
venture. David Turner, under-
taker, fitted up and gave, rent!
[:-ee. a studlo to Grant w°od ar-|
tist

m_*—

L
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“Miss Abbott was one of the greatest teachers who ever
entered a classroom, and one of the outstanding secondary
executives of the Middle West . . . . she was honored and
beloved all her days in Cedar Rapids. Of gratitude for what
she did there is no limit. Personality—Abbie Abbott pos-
sessed it in a marked degree. There was none other that ever
resembled her so far as we know. In her was combined dig-
nity and friendliness. She was frank to the point of blunt-
ness, yet never gave offence. She was thirty-five years in
Washington High.”

It may be at the risk of sentimentalizing to hint that Miss Abbott's
thirty-five years were the golden age of schooling in Cedar Rapids.
However, during most all of that time there was but one central
high school for all the city. The late Glenn Averhill, son of one of
our wealthiest families, himself a bank president, once told the
writer he felt one of his most valued experiences was the four years
of intimate association in Washington High School with the student
aggregation from every quarter of the town, those whom he was to
meet and do business with in all his after life. His idea was that at-
tending public high school made for more solidarity and mutual
understanding in the life of the city.

The Grade Teachers’ Association commemorated on October 23,
1923, the fiftieth anniversary of the teaching service of Emma ]
Fordyce in the schools of Cedar Rapids This was the first time a
fiftieth anniversary of teaching had occurred. There has been no
other since that of Miss Fordyce.

Emma ]. Fordyce invested all her projects with peculiar interest,
seized the salient points and set them working in her pupils’ minds
like yeast in warm dough. For instance, commercial arithmetic is
Not usually an inspiring branch, but Miss Fordyce organized her
class into a New York Stock Exchange and she had her boys hurrying
to school to find out whether they had become millionaires or
Paupers overnight. Not content with the daily newspaper quotations
on stocks, the more enterprising started corners of their own, bid
up favorite stocks to dizzy heights, and so realistic were the in-
¢vitable financial crashes that the close of class hour found the stu-
dents on the verge of hair tearing and fisticuffs. In fact, although
it stimulated her pupils to prodigies of work in mathematics, Fmma
ordyce had finally to discontinue her stock market exchange be-
“use its enthusiasm was distracting the whole school.

She told one of her astronomy classes what she was going to do in
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MRS, WERILLS
DEATH A SAD
OBk TO ETY

SHE LIVED BUT TWENTY-FOUR
b HOURS AFTER THE DEATH ,
OF HER HUSBAND. !

]
;, — s 1
SHE WAS UNCONSCIOUS

:t&ND THUS WAS SPARED THE

KNOWLEDGE OF MR. AVER- |
_ % ILI’S DEATH. |
=
GAVE HERLIFE TO H M;

. Nursed Him in the Earlier Stages of
Illness Until Her Gwn Strength |
Gave Wlay—Public Funeral
Services at R¥sidence
This Aftelnoocn.

ReER gLIcAN FEA (4 (71

posereesadiiana, i A
:  Out of respect to the memory
4 of A. T. Averill the banks ©Of
% Cedar Rapids will close at 2:00
t p.om. today (Wednesday). -
2 :

For the second time in twenty-tour.
hours, death has entered the Averiil
home at 1120 Second avenue. On!
Monday afternoon at 3:50 Mr. A, T.
Averill pased from life, and Yyete.-
.day afternoon, almost to a minute of
24 hours later, Mrs. Averill slipped
quietly into the Great Beyond. While
it was known ganerally that Mr. Aver-
i1l was seriousiy ill, the fact that Mrs.
Averill was in like condition was
known to only a few and so the naws
of her death came as a distinct shock
to the community, following, as it did, |



1o the community, [OHOWINE, 4% 11 uly,
- #0 closely after that of Mr. Averill.
% ° 1In the earlier stages of Mr. Averiil's
s fllnezs, Mrs. Averill was his consiant
nurse and attendant. Shea insisted on
1. fvrming this service of love, even
= @t.:r her strength had given out and
Siu-Wearied nature was no longer able to
i meet the demands made uwpon it. She
ept bravely at her task until after
the visit of Dr. Billings of Chicago
“and his unfavorable diagnosiz of the
%--d\ondltion of Mr. Averill. Than came
. a collapse, from which she never fully
.rsgﬂvered. Her condition became
dily weaker from day to day and
agt: Thursday it became so alarming
. ¥hat Glenn M. -Averill,s who: was In
£ on business, was summoned
hé Oy telegraph.
The rally in condition, which came
“at-that time was but temporary. She
grew steadily worze and on Monday
apsed Into unconsciousness so that
she was mercifully spared the know-
ledge of the death of her husband.
‘Mrs. Averill was born in Water-
tawn, New York, and her maiden
- name was Allile R. Doolittle. Her
" father was a Presbyterian minister.
" The family moved west while she
- was a young girl, loecating flrst in
Delavan, Wisconsin, and after some

.vﬂar-s residence there, coming to Ce-

ﬂair Rapids. 8he grew to | young
! »wwgmanhood in this ccmmamty and
- on October 22, 1867, was united in
marriage with Mr. Averill, who was
‘then a young man of twenty-three,
gtrugglmg to get a start in the Dbusi-
,ness world. In thos2 early days - f
&Z+Bmall things and later ones of easir
‘eircuwmstances, she was a true and
loval helpmate, ever ready and willing
bear her share of the burden. Her
anagement of the home was ldenl,
nd as her strength permitted she
; ’wu active in the social life of the
community.
Three children, two sons and a
daughter, were born to Mr. and Mrs.
~'Averil’. These were Glenn M., Ar-
“thur and Jessie. Of taiom, Arthur
died in infanew. Mrs. Averill is also
s;trvdved by one brother, Henry M.
Dﬁolittle of Valley Falls, Kansas.
-On account of the death of Mrs.

Averill will be held this, Wednesday,
"n'fternoon at the residencs. 1120 Sec-
ondeavenue, at h.&lf past four o'clock.
‘The}r will be conducted by Rev. Dr. E,

_ia.n church and Mr. George C. Gilfil-
Jan, first reader of First Church of
Christ, Selentist. Muaic will be given
“"by Mr. Bertrand Alan Orr/

] Marly Thursday morning the bodfes
vill be taken to Davenport for cre-
mation, the escort belng the members

Aaf tha familiv and tha wall haarors
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LT NVERILL
DIFS AFTER A
LONG ILLNESS

PASSED AWAY AT HIS HOME YES-
TERDAY AFTERNOON
AT 38:50.

3

Sery. 95
HIS FRIENDS HAD HOPED

~ THAT HE MIGHT RECOVER FROM
" HIS ATTACK OF HEART
TROUBLE.

_.';-\P';ONEER BUSINESS MAN

Came to Cedar Rapids in 1865 and
~ Has Becn One of the City's Most
Influcntial and Prosperous
Business Men.

~Arthur Tappan Averill, president of
_ the Cedar Rapids Gus light Co., and
- president of the Cedar Rapids Nation-
QJ_:__bﬂ.nk, died suddenly at his home,
1120 Second avenue in this city at
2:b0 o'clock yesterday afternoon, Mr,
Ayerill had been iii for some months:
“with heart trouble and at times his
condition had been such as to cause
grave alamm in the minds of his family
-8nd friends. But for some weeks past
“Wijs general condition seemed to De|
3 ter, and those who knew his dally
'candition were of the hopne that he
s n'.lght regain sufficient strength to be
--maved to a more favorable climate.
-;’h noon yesterday he wag in except-
ial spirits and sat up while he ate
?m ‘luncheon. Later he had a nap and
ﬁifg.erwavrds vigited with his son, Glenn
M. Averill, and his nurse, Miss Averill.
. AY-3:50 Miss Averill was called for a
‘moment to the telephons in an ad-
_jelning apartment and in her absence
. the summmons came swiftly and surely,
23145 Funeral Will Be Private.
- .Owing to the extreme illness of
‘Mre. Averill, the funeral, which will
eld Wednesday forenoon, will be
The body will be taken to
‘receiving vault at Oak Hill,
» a brlaf prayer service will be

¥ Born in 1843,
Shmdhee T Avarill wasg  born .n




- Born in 1843.
hur - T. Averill was born :n
e Springs, Franklin county.

. on _ Sepiember é}},ﬁh 1843
with his parefits to Lee

Tllinois, in 1852 and moved
TWtilteside county, the same state,
« 1854. - He grew to young man-
nd theve, attending school at Gen-
“with John 7. Hamilton, with
I"%Whom he afterward engaged in busi-
7 :. He was 21 years of age when
‘e cams to Cedar Rapids In March,
1865, Fiis first work was that of as-
siaiant to ine man who was the local
Tgent of lhe MeCormlek Harvester
«nid Reaper compazuy. Later he be-
_eume agent for the MeCormicks and
"B 1859 hzd become superintendent
of agenis for fhe firm, having charge
o the Iowa business.
; Ais First Business Firm.
| Whiiz working or the MeCormick
- #ivm M. Averill induced Johm T
- Hamdlton, his schoolmate in  IlHnois,
44 eome to Cedar Rapids as his as.
j anciate in business, and iz 186% the
“firm of Averill & Hamilton was form-
| efl, io deal inoagricultural implements.
“fipeds, coal and Xindred lines. This
. _partnership continued for five vea.s,
ufiter which time, for two years, It was
| &knowa as Averill & Amidon. Then
- Mr. Amidon disposed of his interests
and Mr. Averiil conducted the busi-
“aees alone for two years.
~ . President of Gas Company.
- *in 1875 Mr. Averill vurchased =
;phnmlling interest in the Cedar Rap-
| ids Gas Light company and became 1w
aresident, o position he retamed 1o
the dme of his deati. Mr. Averili
6ok a personal pride ar ' ‘nterost in
thie gas plant and thov . he  had
many opportunities to Jdlsposs of it
. yafumed all offers.
He felt keenly the irouble engend-
‘ered over tho Tate cases and took the
moatter to heart in a personial manner
- iliat was largely responsible, withou!
_cuestion, for the physical break-down
“that came some monihs ago,
XTesldent Cedar Rapids National Bank
A, Averili wans w®iso president of
4he -Jedar Rapids National banlk,
L having Leen chosen to that position

wears ago. In that position he took o
" mding part in the financial world of

_dition bo his various business and real
‘ests investments in (edar Rapids,
- Mr. Averill was or had been interest-

na, Flordda and Kentucky., and was
50 proprietor of the Vincennes hotel,
‘one of the jeading family hotels of
@gﬂcnso He had been singuarly for-
ur in his ventures and he invest-
. much of the monaey ronde away
‘:lgofn ‘home, in his homs town. As an
_example, the Montrosa hotel would in
" afl probability have never been built,
-hed it not been for Mr. Averill and the

mon

%a Weldh-Cook building, now near-
Ang completion, is also a monument to
‘hig faith in his home city.

. Mr. Averill was married on October
22nd, 1867 to Miss Allie R. Doolittle
of thig city. Three children were born
tp them. Of these Mr, Glenn M. Aver-
#1 ‘and Miss J egsie Averill are now

lying. A son Amnthur died in infancy.
i

Gh the formation of the bank twenty |

Q\!ﬂ' Rapids ang was In truth, one |
#he ¢ily’'s wealthiest citizens. In ad- |

_In projects in Mississippi. Louis- |

ut into the project.
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IMPRESSIVE SERVICE FOR MR.
AND MRS, AVERIIA..

M 5 T = . . s e sl g

MANY FRIENDS FROM HERE AND

ELSEWHERE IN ATTENDANCE. |

Masses of Flowers Speak of the Es-
teemn and Affection in Which
Conpla Were Held—Funeral
Party G%s to Daven-
| port Today.

v S —— .
KEI7 i, Carn FEB /9]
The funeral services for Mr. and
Mrs. A. T. Averill were held at the
. family resgidence on -Second avenue
vesterday afternoon at half past four
o'cloek, in the presence of & numerous
gathering of friends. Men from the
'business world were there and women
from the homes, the clubs and social
circles, all there to pay their last re-
spetts to the husband and wife, father
and mother who were lying in death
gide by side. Two caskets covered
with flowers, roses and lilies and vio-
lets intertwined with smilax, was the:
awesome and solemn spectaclg that.

grand children.
the upper end of the hall, almost hid-
den from sight by the beautiful fol-
iage and flowers. There wera no
sounds of mourning in the house and
no tears were made visible. Every-'
thing wes simple, lovingly simple and
solemn, beautifully solemn and sac-
red, sacred with the hope that men

which

the-two ~ souls had
s ~f #ha emaciang home

— e

Foetore
.pressive. -Th efe was mot & supertluots :

13
T

! {ion will acompligh in a moment as
'in the twinkling of an eye the slow

‘les

i
. purin, Edward Haman, Kent C. Fer- !
i

re simple of more

heve. be&
word; thers wes not a direct réference -
to the sad occasion upon swhich the
peagple hdd assémbled. All that was

understeod -and all that might have
peen said personal to the deceased
was thougut and felt' by’ “hose who.
were within thelrome. All words apo-

| ken wou:d have been superfluous ip -

family home. that was surcharged
with the sorrews that had come to it
in a dual death. R F
" Thig morning the two caskets will |
bhe taken to the railway station to -be |
conveved to Davenpert where crema-

process of nature in the ordinary
burial under ground.

The banks of the city closed at 1
o'clock vesterday afternoen in resipect
to the memory of Mr. Averill and all
work ceased on the Welch-Cook ‘buila-
ing in which Mr. Averill was inter- |
ested. |

Those who were present.at the fun-
eral from other cltles were:

iMre. €. H. Banford, sister of Mr.
Averill; Mr. John Averill, his brother;
t:. l. Grant, manager of the Vin-
cennes hatel; G. B. Hengen, Ralph
van Vechten, Miss Edith Weeks, Miss
Lulu Awerill, Mrs. R. A. Reed, Mrs.
M. W. Pinkney, all of Ohicago; J. H.
Ingwersen, Clinten; J. H. Shoemalker,
waterloo; & 8. Lichty, Vinton; Char-
George,  Minneapolis; James

confronted those who came to mourn E'Bracken‘ Tama .

with the sorely bereaved children and | :
The caskets stood at @ & gpecial car to Davenport are: &dr.
‘and Mrs, Glemn M.

|
The funeral party whieh will go in -

Averill, Arthur
and Werth Averill, Miss Jessie Averll], |
Ariss Lulu Averill, of Chicago; Mrs.l
1. Reed, of Chicago; Miss EdithE

| Weeks, of Chicage; Rev, Dr. E. R, .

pall Dbearers,

Alfred H.

EBurkhalter, and the
Aessre, George Dutton,

and women -have in the Tuture into | man, John J. Meade and Ernest A.

departed. | Sherman.
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Ipuginess world were there and women Averill; Mr, John Averill, his brothe
from the homes, the clubg and social }:. L. Grant, manager of the Vi
circles, all there to pay their last re- cennes hatel; G. B. Hengen, Ralg
gpetits to the husband and wife, father van Vechten, Miss Edith Weeks, Mi
and mother who were lying in death Lulu Awerill, Mrs. R. A. Reed, M
side by side. Two caskets covered M. W. Pinkney, all of Ohicago; J. ]
with flowers, roses and lilies and vio- Ingwersen, Clinton; J. H. Shoemake
lets intertwined with smilax, was the waterloo; 8. 8. Lichty, Vinton; Cha
sawesome and selemn spectaclg tnat | les  George. Minneapolis; Jam
confronted those who came to mourn | ‘Bracken, Tama .
with the sorely bereaved children E.m_ The funeral party which will go
grand children. The caskets stood at | a special car to Davenport are: ™
the upper end of the hall, almost hid- and Mrs. Glenn (M. Awverill, Arth'
den from sight by the beautiful fol- and Worth dverlll, Miss Jessie Averl
jage and flowers. There wers no afiss Lalu Averill, of Chicago; M)
sounds of mourning in the house and R. Reed, of Chicago; Miss Edi
no tears were made visible. Every- | Weeks, of Qhicago; Rev, Dr. E.
{hing was simple, lovingly simple and Burighalter, and the pall beare:
solemin, beautifully solemn and sac-  Messrs. George Dutton, Alfred
red, sacred with the hope that men | purin, Edwapd Haméan, Kent C. Ife
and women have in-the future into (amam, John J, Meade and Ernest
which the.two = souls had departed.| Sherman. :
Every part of the spacious home 2
was filled with the friends who came
to honor the dead and to remember
the: ltving who “had been’ left behind.
Promptly at half past four o'clock
Mr.: Bertrand Allan Orr sang a beau-
tifuyl hymn, “ghepherd, Show Me How
to Go,” Mrs. Phoebe Sherman Haman

playing the piano accompaniment. |
masRbeg o Leqisio e of shae golo of




affairs where he was able
to do handsome things for Cedar
Rapids, in which he had much pride.
He wanted to help the town grow in
a great way. That is why he helped
to build Hotel Montrose, and the
magnificent Welch-Cook building. He
had it in mind to do more along the,
same lines and so make the city real-
ly great and prosperous. It de a great
asset to a city to have men financial-
ly able to make such big Iimprove-
ments possible. Mr. Averill was con-
spicuous in the greater Cedar Rapids

his busine

ernment.

WILL BE NO CHANGE

IN THE BUSINESS ENTERPRISES
OF THE LATE A, T. AVERILL

i

Mr, Glenn M. Averill Will ' Be the
 Head of the Company and Wisd
'Carry Forward His -Father's Plans,

REPL LN A 26> (1€

Cedar Rapids will be glad to learn
that the great business enterprises of
the late A. T. Averill are to go for-
__im.a as nearly as possible as they
would have done had he been permit-
ted to carry them forward iLimself,
according to the plans which he had
‘been formulating not long before his
untimely death.

These enterprises were manv and
large and they meant a _reat deal
more to the business of Cedar Raplds
than many have known. It is known
hare generally that he was president
of the Cedar Rapids Savings bank, the
Cedar Rapids Gas Company, and that
he was interested in the Hotel Mont-
rose, the Welch-Cook bullding and
several other Cedar Rapids entrprises.
He also had a fine farm of a thous-
and acreg southeast of the éity from
which he derived much pleasure. It
hpd been a source of gratification to
“him-that h2 had reéached a stage in

1

escription
Tthe

movement and he would have heen
_m:: more congpicuous had he lived
longer.

| But it 1s not so generally known

{ that Mr. Averil also added much to
the business activity of Cedar Rapids
because of the fact that he made this
the headquarters of many of his
larger enterprises in other states. At
the time of hiz death he was the
prineipal owner in the Kentucky Mid-
land Railway company, an Iimmense
property of coal lands, equipped with
the most modern mining machinery
gp that it stands far apove the mines
in itg vicinity because of its superior
buildinee and machinery, This enter-
prise is only just getting started, but
it is certain to be one,of the biggest
and most productive mines of that
region.

Mr. Awverill ‘was also heavily inter-
ested in an immense plantation in the
maost. “- of. the . state . of
Loulsiana and this  was financially’
managed from Cedar Rapilds. It, also,
was just getting started, just begin-
ning to realize the benefits of the cash
basis on which Mr Averill had placed
it. Methods of diversified fanming had
also been introduced by Mr., Averill,
greatly to the prosperity of all those
who work upon it and who had hith-
erto been following the eredit store

P, ity

evetem  and - the poliey of raising
nothing but cotton; this system s
common in the south.

Theme are only two of the many
husiness entenprises of Mr. Averill. A

! hig hotel at Chicago, the Vincennes,
was also owned /by him. But it is
lrarned that al] these emterpmises are
to go forward just as Mr, Averill had
planned them. There will be no
change, except that Mr, Glenn M. Av-
erill will step naturally into his fath-
er's place at the head. For many
vears Mr, Averill hail been his father's
private secretary and lately he had
taleen sole charge of the business. He
will probably meet with problems
vhere he will feel a desire to have the
advice of his father, as of old; but he
has long been fam r with this fath-
er's way of looking at such problems
and there is no «doubt that he will
solve them successfully.

Though there is no direct informa-
tion, it is pot unlikely that a company
will be fornmed In which Miss Jessle
Averill will be one of the partners
and she will continue to live in the
old home on Second avenue, Cedar
Rapids will have a kindly sympathy
and good w for Mr. and Miss Aver-
ill and wish them success and hap-
| piness in the great duties ang respon-
ihilities which hasve been ptaced upon
them.

1
_ That Mr. Averill left no will is a
st and ne Mrs., Averill, The
7 mission is omd to have been
fonal, and not accidental. It was
understood between the father amd

mother and the son and daughter that
was their desire that the business
wate of the family shou
forward, withouwt change
without intermission. The father

and
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The People of Cedar Rapidg Wil ::1 iaver»
Welcome My Glenn Awveril] into

hap-
the larger activities of it business md
life. He is a

on-
Young man - who has &eT; T,Jpon
long been identifieq with the city,
He s in g Dbosition to ggq Mmiuch for Ca will s &
dar Rapids ang all will wish him well, erill. The
i [=]
Syndicate Clothing Company are 'afl‘ "'Iltbw‘;g
Successors to Oscar Solomuon, s

.

ather amd
i understood Utirrs.




| \DEATH Or MarK R AVERILL

A Well Known Cinzen and a Mar
Greatly Loved by all who Knew Him—
Thbe Remais t= be Taken to [llino:
for 8- pubiure

Mark R Averill, fatherof A T Aver
ill and Mrs. Chas. H Sanford, died las
night of bronehitis at 7:3v at the home o
his daughter, Mrs Averill, on Fifth ave
noe. Mr. Averill was born in Swanton,
Vermont. Dec 22, 1811, being 81 years 1
month and 21 days old at his death  He
removed to Lee county, Illincis, in 1852
Two years later he removed i
Whiteside county, Illinois, where he
resided on  his farm. He was
raised a Quaker. He had had two sisters
and three brothers, two brothers and one
sister surviver him. He had eight
children, three sons and three daughters
living, one son in California, one in
Nevada, two in Illinois, A. T Averilland
Mrs Charles N. Sanford in Cedar Rapids

Mr. Averill was married to Miss Addie
Durin in 1833 in Vermont. Mrs. Averil]
survives him at the age of eighty A
brief private funeral service will be con-
ducted from the house of Charles H San-
ford, No 341 Fifth avenue, this after-
noon at 4 o'clock, by Rev. Dr J. H
Palmer. Irterment will be made at
Prophets "I'own, Illinois, leaving here at
3:30 a. m. tomorrow.
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